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BY- GONE ATTRACTIONS AT 
THE LAKE 

Since the spring of 1931, there 
have been a multitude of tourist 
attractions at the Lake. The Lake 
itself has been and still is the 
major attraction offering swim-
ming, boating, fi shing, and other 
water-based entertainment op-
portunities. There have also 
been many land-based attrac-
tions such as shopping malls, 
restaurants, show caves and 

novelty shops, some of which are 
now gone or are no longer recog-
nizable due to updating.  Some 
of the attractions were short-
lived while others survived for a 
decade or more through adap-
tations made by their creators. 
Miniature golf courses and go-
kart tracks have come and gone 
but are still very much alive at 
the Lake. Today’s courses and 
tracks are much more elaborate 
in layout and design. 

In this new series for Glimpses 
of the Lake’s Past we will visit by-
gone attractions that many lake 
residents and weekenders were 
familiar with from the 1950s 
to the 198 0s and we begin with 
GOLD NUGGET JUNCTION, 
which grew up along Highway 54 
at the west end of Osage Beach in 
1974. It survived there until 1981 
and stood across the highway 
from the old Country Shindig 
Theater that now houses Harley 

Motorcycles. The 1970s were the 
era of the theme parks when the 
Lake area sprouted elaborate en-
tertainment compounds such as 
Frontier City, African Lion Safari 
and Fun City USA and much bal-
lyhooed but less grandiose at-
tractions like Aquarama and the 
Missouri Aquarium.

Gold Nugget Junction was 
an authentic frontier town of 
the 1890s featuring a country 
music show, can-can dancers, 
train rides with holdup men, re-
enactments of famous western 
gun fi ghts, barn yard petting 
animals, a blacksmith shop, a 
ghost town, kill and cure doctor’s 
offi ce, emporium, trail rides, sa-
loon shows, old timers museum, 
stage coach rides and more.  Pho-
tograph from a vintage brochure 
published by Gold Nugget Junc-
tion.   ■

This historical sketch is from the 
collection of H. Dwight Weaver. He 
is the author of six books on the 
history of Lake of the Ozarks.

The author’s latest book on Lake 
history – Images of America, Osage 
Beach – is now locally available 
and is a pictorial history of Osage 
Beach from 1880 to 1980. Weaver’s 

book “A Pictorial Guide to Ha Ha 
Tonka State Park” contains more 
than 300 photos of the park, which 
include all of the park’s signifi cant 
natural and man-made features 
along its trails and boardwalks.

Contact him at: dwight-
weaver@charter.net or call 
573-365-1171. Visit www.
lakeoftheozarksbooks.com to 
obtain more information or to 
purchase one of his books on line.

GLIMPSES OF THE LAKE’S PAST With Dwight Weaver

Bridal Cave, Thunder Mountain Park recognized
Bridal Cave and Thunder 

Mountain Park received a Tri-
pAdvisor Certifi cate of Excel-
lence for 2016. Now in its sixth 
year, the achievement cel-
ebrates hospitality businesses 
that have earned great traveler 
reviews on TripAdvisor over the 
past year. Certifi cate of Excel-
lence recipients include accom-
modations, eateries and attrac-
tions located all over the world 
that have continually delivered 
a quality customer experience.

General Manager Steve 
Thompson he and his employ-
ees were honored to receive this 
recog nition again for the third 
year in a row. 

“This recognition would 
not be possible if it were not 
for the hard work of the entire 
park staff. Every day we strive 
to be one of the best natural at-
tractions in the country. We are 
humbled by and grateful for ev-
eryone who took the time to rate 
our family attraction,” he said.

“With the Certifi cate of Ex-
cellence, TripAdvisor honors 
hospitality businesses that have 
consistently received strong 
praise and ratings from travel-

ers,” said Heather Leisman, vice 
president of Industry Market-
ing, TripAdvisor. “This recogni-
tion helps travelers identify and 
book properties that regularly 
deliver great service. TripAdvi-

sor is proud to play this integral 
role in helping travelers feel 
more confi dent in their booking 
decisions.”

The Certifi cate of Excellence 
accounts for the quality, quan-

tity and submission time of re-
views by travelers on TripAdvi-
sor over a 12-month period. To 
qualify, a business must main-
tain an overall TripAdvisor bub-
ble rating of at least four out of 

fi ve, have a minimum number 
of reviews and must have been 
listed on TripAdvisor for at least 
12 months.

Photo from: 
bridalcave.blogspot.com
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