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Special March Tax Time Section
Our series looks at the changes in the tax code and 
what they mean to you. Avoid the top ten mistakes and 
learn about the five important changes in the code you 
should know about. Starts on page 15

Glimpses of the Lake’s Past
Dwight Weaver’s continuing look back. Page 24

Lake Stories with Mike Gillespie
The popular long-running feature. Page 14

Updated Lake Ozark zoning 
map now available
Lake Ozark has adopted a new zoning map and 
amended its Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) 
codes. Page 9

New ‘Billboard Plaza’
The Lake Ozark Board of Aldermen is in the process 
of establishing a billboard plaza along the future US 
54 Expressway corridor. It will run down both sides of 
the highway between the Osage River Bridge and the 
Lake Ozark-Osage Beach city limit line. Page 8

Technology/Lifestyles
A look at some new gizmos and gadgets. Page 22

Monthly Features

Batter Up! 
The opening of the new Osage Beach City Park will 
provide opportunities for more adult softball leagues to 
be formed. Page 6
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Mike Terry
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Call for Information on Foreclosed Properties
(573) 365-7050

Nature-proofing Lee C. Fine
Wildlife and aviation don’t mix. At Lake of the Ozarks 
the hazards are on the ground. page 3

by Nancy Hogland
After the new US 54 Ex-

pressway opens, no longer 
will there be only one way to 
get from here to there. How-
ever, the city of Osage Beach 
is looking into ways to of-
fer even more options to get 
around town.

Last August, aldermen 
voted to spend $120,107 on a 
Transportation Master Plan, 
focused on improving the 
city’s road system and find-
ing ways to build connector 
routes that could pull traffic 
off the Expressway as well 
as the Osage Beach Parkway. 
The results of that study, con-
ducted by St. Louis engineer-
ing firm Howard R. Green 
Company, were presented at 
a meeting in mid-February.

Jason S. Dohrmann and 
Rick Brown, engineers with 
the firm, offered a list of close 
to two dozen alternative con-
nector or service roads. Some 
of those projects included a 
connector route between Air-
port and Old State Park roads; 
a cut-through from Nichols 
to Broadwater; a back road 
connecting Malibu and Mur-
phy and a road coming off 
Passover Road that would 
run behind the outlet mall all 
the way to State Route 42. (A 
complete list, as well as the 

ratings assigned to each to 
prioritize the projects, is in-
cluded below.)

The two engineers said the 
firm first collected data by 
spending several weeks look-
ing at existing collector roads 
– roads that smaller streets 
feed into – and conducting 
counts. 

“Then every Friday eve-
ning and Saturday mid 
morning we counted the 
magnitude of traffic and also 
looked at turning movements 
at eight different intersec-
tions. The counts were done 
either by setting cameras at 
those intersections or posting 
people with actual counters 
who kept track of right and 
left turns as well as straight-
thru traffic.” explained 
Dohrmann, reporting the 
highest volume of traffic was 
found on Nichols Road with 
5,000 vehicles per day and 
the road with the highest de-
lays making left turns was on 
Mace Road. According to city 
officials, that road will be get-
ting a full reconstruction be-
ginning in 2011.

In addition to conducting 
counts, the firm’s representa-
tives also looked at the indi-
vidual road travel conditions 
and rated the roads from “A,” 
being the best with free-flow-

ing traffic, to “F,” being the 
worst with congested condi-
tions.

“We found that all roads 
were operating at either A 
or B levels. That’s not to say 
there was no congestion but 
on those A-level roads, traf-
fic was moving. That means 
no widening is required. 
However, when we looked 
at the intersections of those 
roads with Highway 54, 
many dropped to level F,” 
Dohrmann said.

Brown, group leader with 
the engineering firm, said 
that’s why they were sug-
gesting that when develop-
ers came to city leaders with 
plans to build large complex-
es off some of the more con-
gested roads, the city should 
require those developers to 
put in traffic lights or build 
connector roads to redirect 
traffic to another intersec-
tion, adding “some road net-
works may not have to be 
built by the city.”

At the presentation, both 
City Planner Cary Patterson 
and City Engineer Nick Edel-
man expressed concerns that 
if the rate of growth and visi-
tor traffic continued as it had 
in the past 10 years, there 
would soon come a day when 
both the new Expressway and 

Route 54 would be bumper-
to-bumper traffic.

“Osage Beach and the Lake 
area as a whole have tons of 
vacant land; there is a lot of 
potential for growth here. We 
need to take a proactive ap-
proach to planning instead of 
waiting,” Patterson said.

Edelman agreed.
“When you look at the 

sewer flows, they’re increas-
ing and not decreasing. That 
shows us that the population 
is obviously growing. We’re 
not a ‘Mom and Pop’ com-
munity anymore. We need to 
develop a capital improve-
ment program for the next 
10 to 15 years so we can stay 
on top of things and be able 
to plan accordingly,” he said, 
adding that the city needed 
to look at the study as a “liv-
ing document,” that would 
be revamped as priorities 
changed. “This is not an exact 
science. Once the Expressway 
is completed, we’ll need to 
look at things again.”

The only dissenting voices 
were Ward 1 Alderman Ron 
Schmitt and Ward 2 Alderman 
Steve Kahrs who questioned 
the need for the Expressway 
and said they felt growth pre-
dictions by the Missouri De-
partment of Transportation 
were inflated.

Osage Beach transportation study finds 
ways to avoid traffic congestion
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by Nancy Hogland
Missouri State Rep. Wayne 

Cooper has introduced a bill 
that, if adopted, should allow 
emergency responders to ar-
rive more quickly to the scene 
of an accident on the water.

House Bill 657 requires boat 
dock owners to post their resi-
dential 911 address on docks 
located on lakes having at least 
950 miles of shoreline and lakes 
constructed or maintained by 
the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers. Private lakes or 
lakes leased to or owned by 
the State Department of Con-
servation will be exempt. The 
bill also imposes penalties for 
knowingly abandoning boat 
docks and allowing them to 
float free and clarifies language 
prohibiting glass bottles or 
polystyrene containers, exclud-
ing minnow buckets or worm 
boxes, on Missouri rivers and 
streams.

“Getting addresses on boat 
docks will help us tremen-
dously – not at just Lake of the 
Ozarks but on all lakes through-
out the state,” said Colonel 
Rad Talburt, head of the Mis-
souri State Water Patrol, who 
requested the action. “A lot of 
people call us when they come 
across bad situations, but they 
don’t have any way of know-
ing exactly where they are. And 
although most of our officers 
know the lakes well, this will 
still be extremely beneficial in 
helping us locate them faster.”

The law requires dock own-
ers to post the addresses in 
block-style letters and numer-
als no smaller than 3 inches on 
the lake side of the dock and in 
a place that is visible from the 
main channel or the cove. The 
address must also be placed 
against a background of con-
trasting color. The law also re-
quires that dock permit num-
bers be posted.

If passed, the law will go into 
effect this August. However, 
Talburt said residents will have 
a couple years to comply.

“We’ll do some public aware-
ness campaigns and the offi-
cers will talk to people out on 
their docks. We believe because 
this is in everyone’s best inter-
est, everyone will be willing to 
obey the law,” he said. “If not, 

we can issue tickets that will 
carry a $25 fine, but we’re hope-
ful that it won’t come to that.”

However, some think it may 
be more difficult to get resi-
dents to comply that what Tal-
burt expects. 

While it’s been nearly four 
years since new E-911 address-
es were assigned in Camden 
County, many homeowners 
still have not posted the cor-
rect numbers on their houses. 
A drive through several areas of 
Horseshoe Bend found about a 
fourth of the homes either had 
no address posted or still car-
ried the old address used be-
fore the new addressing system 
was adopted.

Village of Four Seasons City 
Clerk Tom Laird said while he 
believes the majority of full-
time residents understood the 
need for the addresses many 
second-home owners had dif-
ferent priorities.

“When they come down to 
the Lake on a 90-degree day, 
their first thought is not buy-
ing and posting new letters on 
their homes - or docks. Most 
just want to head out on to the 
water,” he said. “Our city attor-
ney has sent letters for us and 
we’ve brought the matter up 
every chance we get but we’re 
still struggling to get people to 
comply.”

Sgt. Jeff Morgan with the 
Camden County Sheriff’s De-
partment said the lack of prop-
er addressing makes it harder 
for emergency responders to 
do their jobs.

“People need to realize the 
whole purpose of this new ad-
dressing system is to assist us 
in locating them in an emer-
gency. Just a few minutes of try-
ing to locate a home can make 
the difference between life and 
death for a heart attack victim,” 
he said.

In 2005, members of the 
Camden County 911 Mapping 
team drove every road using 
a GPS system. According to Jr. 
Reiter, mapping and address-
ing specialist for the county 
during the process, the system 
was based on 1,000 numbers to 
every mile. All structures were 
assigned an address based on 
the actual distance from the 
main intersection. The last 

number in the address was 
assigned based on direction – 
houses on the north and west 
sides of the road were given 
odd numbers; buildings on the 
south and east sides of the road 
end in even numbers. The odd-
even designation was based on 
the lay of the road at its origin. 

Condominium units re-
ceived at least two extra digits 
at the end of the address. The 
first number signifies which 
floor is lived on; a letter of the 
alphabet identified the location 
in the building. The first condo 
on the left is “A,” the second is 
“B,” and so on. So, if the ad-
dress is 342-1B, the building is 
a little more than three tenths 
of a mile down the road on the 
south side; the person lives on 
the first floor and is the sec-
ond condo from the left of the 
building.

According to Reiter, the ad-
dressing was required because 
in some instances, houses had 
been used only as vacation 
homes and had never been as-
signed an actual street address, 
making it next to impossible 
for emergency responders to 
locate their victims. The ad-
dresses are to be posted in a 
location that is visible from the 
road and at night. Although 
any road longer than 1,000 feet 
was assigned a name, on short 
stretches or where homes are 
built on a common drive, a 
post bearing all the numbers 
assigned to those structures 
on that drive should be placed 
at the intersection and those 
buildings should all be individ-
ually marked.

According to Mike Cleary, 
spokesman for AmerenUE, the 
power company hasn’t taken 
an official position on HB-657 
but is circulating it to key peo-
ple within the company who 
are familiar with Lake issues for 
their comments.

“In principal, as a matter 
of public safety, it looks like 
a measure we could support.  
All new docks are currently re-
quired to display their E-911 
addresses, but there are ap-
proximately 25,000 existing 
docks on the lake and this bill 
would require them to post that 
address as well,” he said.

New law would get 
help to victims faster
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TEAM

Go To BobbiBash.com to View These and ALL Lake Listings
(573) 365-2622  |  (877) 365-2622

RESALE

LAND SALES

LUXURY PROPERTIES

NEW  HOME 

CONSTRUCTION

AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES

COMMERCIAL
Bobbi Bash, ABR, CRS, GRI

Your Own  
Country Club
• 615 ft LF with  

two 45’ slips

• 7BR/5BA 

• Sauna & hot tub

• Private tennis court 

• Martini Tiki Bar 
over waters edge

• Recent appraisal 
for $2.1 million

  $1,496,000

Truly Resort Listing Lakefront with  
5BR/ 5.5BA • Cove protected w/awesome 
view • Walking distance to beautiful pool • 

Open floorplan w/enormous seperate dining 
room • Decks off each LF BR • Screened porch 

& golf cart garage  $259,000

by Nancy Hogland
The recent crash of US Air-

ways Flight 1549 into the Hud-
son River showed all too plainly 
that wildlife and aviation don’t 
mix. At Lake of the Ozarks the 
hazards aren’t only in the air – 
they’re on the ground.

That’s why Osage Beach 
city officials were pleased they 
were able to obtain a grant that 
will allow them to clear some 
38 acres of trees and erect a 10-
foot tall wildlife fence around 
Lee. C. Fine Airport. The air-
field is located in the Lake of 
the Ozarks State Park, which is 
owned by the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

“You have to wonder why 
on earth they decided to put 
the airport there in the first 
place – especially with the 
huge deer population we have 
at the Lake,” said City Admin-
istrator Nancy Viselli. “We’ve 
heard from pilots who have 
had to swoop down and buzz 
the runway two or three times 
to chase the deer herds off so 
they could land. We’ve had a 
geese problem too, but since 
we’re in a park, we’re limited to 

what we can do. I’m just glad 
we can have the fence – and 
I’m happy we were able to ob-
tain a grant to build it. The city 

sure couldn’t afford to spend 
this kind of money on its own.”

She said Airport Manager 
Phil Phillips applied for the 
federal and state grants that 

will be used to update the air-
port. 

The federal grant will pay 95 
percent of the project costs up 

to $195,000 from the Airport 
Project Improvement fund; 
Osage Beach will pick up the 
remaining 5 percent. The state 
grant will provide 90 percent 

of the costs up to $1.5 million 
and the city will be required 
to pay the additional 10 per-
cent. The total projects cost to 
the city will be approximately 
$100,000. 

During the Feb. 19 board 
meeting, aldermen approved 
awarding a bid of $567,344.60 
to Richardson Construction 
of Ashland, Missouri for con-
struction of a fence and a fee 
not to exceed $11,500 to Buch-
er, Willis and Ratliff Corp., an 
engineering firm who helped 
draw up the plans for the proj-
ect. 

Viselli said obtaining the 
grants was a several year pro-
cess.

“First, because the grant re-
quired us to maintain control 
of the airport for 20 years, we 
had to renegotiate our lease 
with the state because our 
lease would have run out be-
fore our time period was up,” 
she explained, adding that the 
second step included a year-
long wildlife study to see if a 
fence was actually needed. 

“I’m not sure how it was con-
ducted, but I know they had to 

agree that wildlife was a prob-
lem. I don’t think I’ve ever been 
out there and not seen wild-
life,” Viselli said. “Of course, 
we had to get the engineering 
study, and that took time, and 
then the Conservation De-
partment had to come in and 
mark trees in that 38-acre site 
that would be left standing to 
be harvested for lumber. All in 
all, I think it’s taken about four 
years.”

Plans for updating Lee C. 
Fine, which handles some 
5,000 aviation customers a 
year, also include a new roof 
on the terminal and a possible 
addition of a taxiway.

Viselli said keeping the facil-
ity safe and operable was cru-
cial to the city’s development.

“Having an airport that can 
handle corporate jets was one 
of the big reasons we got Tar-
get and other major retailers. 
It also helped us attract Mr. 
Hammons. He didn’t want to 
have to drive up here every 
time he needed to hold a meet-
ing,” she said.

Nature- proofing a priority at Lee C. Fine airport

Lee C. Fine aiport. Photo courtesy of Victor Garmany
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by Nancy Hogland
According to a spokesperson 

with the Missouri Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, business owners 
need to be aware there are many 
companies offering advertising 
in telephone directors and that 
several hundred dollars spent 
could net them an ad in a book 
they – or their potential custom-
ers – may never see.

“In 2008 we received 51 com-
plaints about various yellow 
pages companies,” said Travis 
Ford, spokesman for Attorney 
General Chris Koster. “Because of 
the similarities in names, people 
think they’re advertising in one 
and actually end up in another. 
Then they contact us to see if we 
can get their money back.”

Recently many Lake-area 
businesses received solicitations 
printed on invoice-type forms 
from a yellow pages provider 
warning “Don’t accept imita-
tions.”

The form states “There’s only 
one Yellow Pages, Inc. With ev-
eryone trying to look like us, it’s 
easy to be fooled by imposter 
companies. Spend your adver-
tising dollars wisely. Choose the 
one, the only Yellow Pages, Inc.” 
The form, which appears to be 
a billing statement, includes the 
listing categories and also the to-
tal amount due for the ads, how-
ever it’s only by reading the fine 
print that potential advertisers 
are informed, “this is not a bill.”

One local business man re-
ported being fooled by the form, 
thinking it was a bill from AT&T. 
He said after contacting AT&T 
and learning that he had already 
paid his advertising bill for the 
coming year, he called the 800 
number listed on the phony in-
voice, which requested a pay-

ment of $411, and learned that 
it was a solicitation for a nation-
wide directory – not any book 
distributed locally. 

A call to that company con-
firmed that was the case. And 
while the form states that be-
tween 100,000 and 200,000 di-
rectories would be distributed 
in the region, a customer service 
representative with Yellow Pages, 
Inc. said the “region” covered 
a several-state area stretching 
from North Dakota to Ohio and 
Michigan to Missouri and the 
books would be distributed in 
the local area only to those busi-
nesses that advertised.

Ford said his office has heard 
from several people who also re-
ceived similar “invoices.”

“Our advice is that business 
owners who have a telephone 
book advertising budget con-
tact their company of choice 
themselves. Don’t buy an ad in 

a phone book simply because a 
telemarketer contacted you. But, 
if you do decide to take someone 
up on their offer, first do some 
checking before committing. 
Verify they are who they say they 
are. Ask questions. If they say 
they’re local, find out where the 
books are distributed and how 
many are distributed,” he sug-
gested. “The term ‘yellow pages’ 
is generic and there are many, 
many companies out there using 
that name. Unfortunately, some 
use under-handed tactics and 
take advantage of the confusion.”

Bob Mueller, business opera-
tions manager for AT&T’s Real 
Yellow Pages, said his company’s 
representatives frequently hear 
reports of that confusion.

“The problem is that way back 
when, before the divestiture of 
Southwestern Bell and AT&T, 
neither the term ‘yellow pages,’ 
nor the walking fingers logo was 
copyrighted or trademarked,” he 
explained. “That means anyone 
can use those terms and while 
there are some local companies 
that are on the up and up, many 
others aren’t.”

Ford said that, along with 
“under-handed business prac-
tices” have resulted in many be-
ing duped. He said one company 
even tricked many Missouri 
business owners into advertis-
ing by sending them checks for 
a small amount, usually $3.50. 
On the back of the checks, in fine 
print above the endorsement 
line, was language stating that by 
depositing the check, the recipi-
ent agreed to purchase advertis-

ing from Directory Billing LLC 
in its online yellow pages direc-
tory. The fine print also stated 
that by depositing the check, 
the recipient authorized Direc-
tory Billing to bill monthly fees 
through the business’ telephone 
bill or through automatic debit-
ing of the amount from the bank 
account into which the recipient 
deposited the check, or by other 
methods.

In some of these cases, the re-
cipients remained unaware that 
they were being billed for several 
months, or longer, following that 
deposit. Most businesses were 
billed at a rate of $49.95 a month.

However, last year, as a re-
sult on an investigation by Mis-
souri’s attorney general, the 
Florida-based company, which 
does business as USDirectory.
com, was ordered to pay a to-
tal of $400,000 in restitutions to 
former customers that did not 
understand the consequences of 
depositing the activation checks.

“Because such tactics are 
used, we suggest that business 
owners regularly check their 
bank and credit card statements 

to make sure they aren’t being 
charged for advertising they don’t 
want. These types of operations 
count on people being too busy 
to check the details or read the 
fine print. We know statements 
can be long and difficult to sort 
out, however that’s exactly what 
people need to do,” Ford advised.

Ironically, during the process 
of writing this story, this reporter 
took a phone call from a yellow 
pages provider promising “hand 
delivery” of 75,000 directories to 
every home and every business 
in the entire tri-county area. The 
solicitor said her book was “the 
book” used at Lake of the Ozarks 
for the past several years. Howev-
er, calls to several businesses on 
both sides of the Lake found that 
none reported receiving a copy 
and only one said they had even 
seen the directory.

Ford said business owners 
who feel they have been defraud-
ed by yellow page advertising 
companies can file a consumer 
complaint online at ago.mo.gov 
or by calling the Consumer Pro-
tection Hotline at 800-392-8222.

Yellowpages.com, yellowbook.com, yellow.com and 
yellowpagesunited.com- Which is the real deal? 

Yellowpages.com is part of AT&T.

Before agreeing to advertise in any “yellow pages”, it’s a good idea to 
check the source out carefully.

Two Convenient Locations at the Lake!

522 North Highway 5 
Camdenton 346-9911

1075 Lighthouse Road 
Osage Beach 348-6699
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Mike and Frank Christensen

mikechristensen@charterinternet.com • frankc@remax.net  • WWW.FRANKCHRISTENSEN.COM
WATERFRONT ESTATE

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3048963

“One of  a Kind Lake Estate” 
Outstanding 800’ of  WF on a 
point in a cove location! No oth-
er house quite like it. An estate 
setting with security gate and 
privacy. Features include large 
patios, pool, 3 kitchens, court-
yard, fountains, landscaped yard, 
6-car garage, guest house & 2 
slip cruiser dock all on 2.9 acres. 
MLS# 3048963 $2,490,900.

COMMERCIAL
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3046570

Great Commercial Lot.  Zoned C-1 and full 
curb-cut access granted by MODOT.
MLS# 3046570 $499,000

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3051681

Fabulous End Unit at the Palisades. Known 
for its huge main channel views, this unit comes 
with the entire package. Furniture, 12’x32’ slip, 
hoist, PWC slip and hoist. Everything you could 
possibly want or need, its here! Nicely furnished 
and recently painted. Fresh paint and tastefully de-
signed, this unit is a must see!
MLS# 3051681 $259,900

CONDOMINIUM
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3048675

Seascape Point Condo Extraordinary views from 
the 5th floor! Highly desired 3 bedroom/3 bath 
unit floor plan with large 14x40 boat slip included. 
This unit has the best upgrades in any unit at Sea-
scape. Get it quick!! MLS# 3048675 $279,900 

COMMERCIAL
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3013978

6 Acre 
Develop-
ment Parcel 
in the heart 
of  Osage 
Beach. 
Frontage on 
Highway 54 
and 54/29. 
Suited for 

retail outlets, medical park, hotel /motel or ex-
ecutive offices. Zoned C-1. A premier property 
adjacent to the Factory Outlet Mall. Call Frank 
for details at 573-280-1030. MLS# 3013978.

Lake of the Ozarks
Each office independently owned and operated.

COMMERCIAL
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3051345

Foreclosure-- This Waterfront property 
located in Osage Beach is a Quality home in 
Upscale Subdivision with Community pool. 
2700 sq ft., 2 car garage, cove location. Call 

Mike for details.

WATERFRONT RESIDENTIAL
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3051567

“Waterfront Foreclosure in 
Sunrise Beach.” Charming 
home, updated in 2006, sits 
on a 2 acre lot with 175 feet 
of  lakefront. Cove Location 
with good water. Call today to 
schedule your tour. 
MLS# 2056574 $222,500

CONDOMINIUMRESIDENTIAL
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3055441

Foreclosure in 
Osage Beach.
Large one level home 
in the heart of  Osage 
Beach on Osage Beach 
Road.  This 2400 Sq. ft 
home has 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, a two car 
garage, and two living 
areas.  The upgraded 
kitchen and huge mas-
ter suite set this home 
apart from anything 
else in this price range. 

Priced below value at $202,500. Call today for details. MLS # 3055441

COMMERCIAL
www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3052415

Office Building For Sale! Excellent retail or 
commercial facility in an established shopping 
center. High traffic count on N Hwy 5. 3,000 sq.ft. 
plus 3,000 unfinished. Property is zoned C-2. Unit 
is owned fee simple, and is a condo style owner-
ship with 50 feet of  highway frontage and com-
mon parking area. MLS# 3052415 $299,000

Will Look at All Offers!

Best Location!

POSSIBLE LEASE!

573-302-2301

PENDING SALE!

COMING SOON!

SORRY IT’S SOLD!



by Nancy Hogland
The opening of the new 

Osage Beach City Park on 
Hatchery Road will provide 
opportunities for more adult 
softball leagues to be formed 
in the area. In the past, adult 
leagues have been available 
only in the Camdenton and 
Eldon areas.

Rick King, superintendent 
of the Department of Pub-
lic Works, which oversees 
the park system, said while 

the city won’t be organizing 
any group play this year, the 
schedule has enough open-
ings that if someone else 
wanted to organize a league, 
it could be accommodated.

 “The new park has three 
softball fields and since we 
just started taking reserva-
tions, we still have pretty 
many time slots available,” he 
explained, adding that those 
slots would be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. The 

park also includes three soc-
cer fields, which have been in 
use over the past three years.

According to the fee sched-
ule recently adopted by alder-
men, for adult league game 
play, the fee will be $275 per 
team, per season. Practice 
times can be reserved for $10 
per hour. If lights, which can 
be turned off and on remotely 
at the police department, are 
needed, there will be an addi-
tional $10 charge.

King also said they’re cur-
rently in the process of taking 
bids from companies inter-
ested in manning the conces-
sion stand. And although 
alcohol consumption is pro-
hibited, beer sales for league 
play will be allowed by special 
permit.

“We’re still ironing out the 
kinks in all this, but we be-
lieve this will be a great ad-
dition to the Lake area. The 
fields are complete. We’re in 
the process of putting in the 
bases and installing seats in 
the dugouts, but everything is 
coming together and the park 
will be playable this season,” 
he promised.

The park will also be avail-
able to rent for company pic-
nics and other functions. 

“That will be great because 
Peanick Park on Highway 42 is 
always full, all summer long,” 
King said.

Aldermen also voted to 
start charging fees for use of 

that park, however, those fees 
will be phased in over a three-
year period.

For more information on 
field reservations or conces-
sion bidding call 573-302-
2020 or visit the city’s website 
at www.osagebeach.org.
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SALLEE LAW FIRM

General CommerCial litiGation 
ConstruCtion litiGation

meChaniC’s and materialmens’s liens

Frank F. sallee

Post Office Box 1023
Camdenton, Missouri 65020

(573) 346-7430
Camdenton Hours

By Appointment Only

4739 Belleview, Suite 304
Kansas City, Missouri 64112

(816) 753-1500

Fax (816) 753-1686
Mail@SalleeLawFirm.com

SERVING THE LAKE AREA

Batter up: City now taking reservations for new park

City crews are putting the last minute touches on the new ballfields in 
Osage Beach City Park on Hatchery Road.

By Michael Gillespie
Hey, it’s March! Time to lose 

those winter blues. Why not de-
winterize your boat and get it on 
the water? And decorate it up a 
bit. In shamrock green, if you’ve 
a mind to. There’s an event where 
you can do just that and have a 
day full of Irish fun. We’re talk-
ing St. Paddy’s Day — or close to 
it. Saturday, March 14. The 18th 
annual St. Patrick’s Parade on 
the Water — the theme this year 
is Jiggin’ on the Lake. And even 
if you don’t have a boat, you can 
still get in on the parade.

Everything begins at Ozark 
Bar-B-Que, at the 10-1/2 mile 
marker. (Take TT and look for 
the sign if you’re coming by car.) 
They’ll be setting up a buffet at 
9 a.m. for $13 each. Come to 
the breakfast and you’ll have a 
chance to win a $50 gift certifi-
cate.

The Sign-in for the parade 
takes place from 10 to 11. At 11 
there will be a captain’s meeting 
to discuss the parade route, the 
safety instructions, and the reg-
ulations. At 11:30 a priest from 

St. Patrick’s Church will bless the 
collected fleet, and the parade 
begins.

The boat parade will travel up 
the Gravois Arm and then amble 
back to Ozark Bar-B-Que. Boat-
ers can pick up a card and reg-
ister for drawings at each of five 
participating restaurants along 
the way.

There will be contests for the 
best decorated boat in six dif-
ferent categories, as well as the 
best decked-out crew, and the 
best landlubber costume. The 
awards ceremony will take place 
around 4:30 p.m., back at Ozark 
Bar-B-Que.

Those without a boat can 
purchase tickets to ride on the 
Tropic Island cruise boat. Tick-
ets are $30 each and there will be 
a cash bar on board. Make your 
reservation early for the cruise 
boat because there is a 130 pas-
senger limit.

To register for the parade or 
the Tropic Island cruise, contact 
the Lake West Chamber of Com-
merce at (573) 374-5500 or (877) 
227-4068.

Annual St. Pat’s Boat 
Parade ushers in Spring
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NOTHING is tougher than

Is the surface of your home chipping 
away or the paint beginning to peel? Are you 
building or remodeling a home and can’t de-
cide on which type of exterior to apply? 

Before you have your home
re-painted, or choose your exterior fi nish, 
you should know that there is another op-
tion available. This exciting alternative of-
fers a freshly painted look year-round while
offering the longevity of vinyl siding
products. It can be applied over wood, 
brick, stucco, concrete blocks and more,
eliminating chips, cracks and peeling. This 
exterior coating will also waterproof, sound-
proof and insulate your home.

Sound too good to be true? Well, 
it isn’t. These are just a few of the
advantages of ceramic coating, a product 
that is quickly gaining popularity with ho-

meowners in the Midwest. Available in an 
unlimited variety of colors, ceramic coating 
is a highly specialized, chemically-formulated
exterior wall coating system. It forms a
protective shield on your home that can 
withstand even the harshest weather
conditions and provides unsurpassed
corrosion and mildew resistance.

Comprised of highly-reflective UV 
blocking microspheres that can fi ll holes 
conventional paints can’t reach, it creates a 
“breatheable” barrier on your home that can 
expand and contract. The result is a mainte-
nance-free coating that will reduce energy 
costs, provide long-lasting protection and 
add curb appeal to your home.

Part of the product’s longevity relies on 
surface preparation a three-step process that 
will protect your home for years to come.

First, all dirt and grime are removed 
from the exterior of the home. This includes 
any mold and mildew that might be on the 
surface. Second, a primer is applied which 
permeates the substrate, waterproofi ng the 
surface. It also acts as a bonding agent for the 
ceramic coating.

Finally, the ceramic coating is
applied to all surfaces. When the application 
process is complete, you will have invested 
wisely knowing that you’ll never have to paint 
your home again, and that it has curb appeal 
that cannot be denied.

When you think it’s time to get rid of 
your paint rollers and brushes, or you’re just 

beginning to build your home and want a fi n-
ish that will last, you can call the professionals 
at Rhino Shield at 573-302-1113 for a free 
home inspection. You can also visit www.
rhinoshieldmo.net for further product infor-
mation. We back our product with a 25-year 
warranty!

25 YEAR WARRANTY!
The Ultimate Home Paint Job

SAVE 20%
$1999

UP TO

For More Information Call 573-302-1113877-25RHINOHurry! Call Today for a FREE Home or Business Analysis!On jobs of $5,000 or more. Not good with any other discounts or previous contracts - Expires 04/03/2009

Early Spring Investment Savings!

www.rhinoshieldmo.net
877-25RHINO (877-257-4466)

573-302-1113
By Midwestern Coatings, Inc. an 
Authorized Rhino Shield Dealer. 

NOTHING is tougher than

BEFORE

AFTERThe Ultimate Home Paint Job!
Servicing the Lake area with installers 

that aren’t on Lake Time!

• Used Internationally Since 1977
• Won’t Chip, Crack or Peel
• Looks like Fresh Paint
• Endless Colors
• Reduces Energy Cost
• Allow Wood to Breathe
• 25 Year Transferable Warranty
• Waterproofs, Ends Rot
• Bonds Completely
• Resists Mold and Mildew
• CLASS A FIRE RATED



by Nancy Hogland
At the request of developer 

Gary Prewitt, the Lake Ozark 
Board of Aldermen is in the 
process of adopting an ordi-
nance establishing a billboard 
plaza along the future US 

54 Expressway corridor. The 
billboard plaza will run down 
both sides of the highway be-
tween the Osage River Bridge 
and the Lake Ozark-Osage 
Beach city limit line. 

The move, recommended 

by the city’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission, was 
needed because the city’s pre-
viously adopted regulations 
prohibited such signage.

“Our sign ordinance was 
stricter and didn’t have lan-

guage to allow the kind of 
placement Mr. Prewitt want-
ed,” explained Alderman Jeff 
VanDonsel, adding the new 
rules mirror those of the Mis-
souri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT).

Previously, signs in Lake 
Ozark were not allowed to 
be spaced any closer than 
1,500 feet. Under the new 
law, which allows the plazas 
only along state-owned high-
ways, new billboards must be 
spaced a minimum of 1,400 
feet apart and none can be 
erected within 2,000 feet of an 
interchange. The ordinance 
also restricts billboards erect-
ed in the plaza to a maximum 
height of 25 feet and a maxi-
mum 600-square-foot display. 
If the billboards are electron-
ic, messages may not change 
at intervals of less than six 
seconds and cannot contain 
any animation or flashing 
messages.

Andy Prewitt, project man-
ager for his brother’s latest de-
velopment, Shoppes at Eagle’s 
Landing, told the board at its 
Feb. 10 meeting, when the 
bill’s first reading was held, 
that because of the difference 
in elevation between the Ex-
pressway and the mall, the 
billboards would be needed 
to draw attention to the stores 
in the center. He also said 
the income from the signs 
was needed to help offset the 
costs of moving forward with 
construction since Menards 
has asked for an extension. 
The building supply store had 
signed on to be the first larger 
anchor store at Prewitt’s new 
mall, however earlier this year 
they put those plans on hold.

However, Alderman Jeff 
VanDonsel, who said he un-
derstood Prewitt’s reasoning, 
expressed concern about the 
inability of others to place 
billboards along the route 
once the ordinance was ad-
opted.

“Since no other billboards 
will be allowed, and since 
Mr. Prewitt will control all the 

billboards along that entire 
stretch of highway, he will 
have the say on who can ad-
vertise. When the Horseshoe 
Bend development gets go-
ing and wants to advertise, 
they may not be able to have 
a sign. I don’t think we should 
be giving one business owner 
unfair advantage over the 
others,” he said.

However, Andy Prewitt 
promised that would not be 
the case, stating billboard ad-
vertising would be available 
to all business owners.

“There’s no benefit to rent-
ing the signs to ourselves. 
We’re doing this in an attempt 
to bring in as much income as 
possible – we want everyone’s 
advertising,” he said.

In a later interview, Prewitt 
said his firm will be leasing 
space to a billboard compa-
ny and not erecting the signs 
themselves. He also said they 
were considering installation 
of seven signs, but added the 
billboards won’t go up until 
that section of the Express-
way is completed. MoDOT of-
ficials have placed opening of 
that stretch of the roadway at 
mid-2010.

At that same meeting, the 
board also adopted an ordi-
nance amending signage al-
lowed in Planned Urban De-
velopment Districts (PUD), 
a designation for mixed-use 
developments. That new law 
prohibits billboards from be-
ing erected within 500 feet of 
the 660-foot elevation con-
tour of the Lake or within 
1,400 feet of another bill-
board.

“It sounds like we’re anti-
signage, but we’re not,” Van-
Donsel said. “While we may 
not like billboards, we all real-
ize that some businesses feel 
they need them. We just want 
to make sure they’re erected 
responsibly and also that they 
don’t detract from the natu-
ral beauty of the area. No one 
wants the city or the shoreline 
cluttered with a bunch of bill-
boards.”
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New ‘billboard plaza’ entry to Lake Ozark

VISIT OUR NEWLY REDESIGNED WEBSITE AT:
WWW.LAKEBUSJOURNAL.COM

There, you can browse by the page or down-
load the entire issue (or past issues).
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Team Gibson RE/MAX At The Lake • Laurie • www.TeamGibson.com
573-374-3214 • 1-800-748-8499

At The Lake
147 S. Main

Laurie
MO 65038

Honesty,
Integrity and 
Our Very Best 
Effort For You!

Excellent commercial tract with nice 4219 
sq. ft. buildings.  Lower level living quarter, 
approved sewer on property very gentle 2.8 
acres for expansion and lots of Hwy 5 frontage. 
$99,000 MLS#3044699

4BR,3BA, 3250 sq.ft. home on 38 acres. Open 
fl oor plan, lots of glass, porch. Outstanding 
view of the Ozark hills. 3 car garage/work-
shop. Blacktop to the property. $229,000 
MLS#3057373

3BR, 2BA 2,720 sq. ft. LF Ponderosa, 239ft. of 
gentle LF, large cove w/year round deepwa-
ter, million dollar view, blacktop to the door, 
awesome Osage 10 MM location. $459,000 
MLS#3057477

Historical property w/ endless potential. 420ft. 
hwy frontage & 1.6 acres. Formerly used as 
bait & convince store with living quarter on 
lower level.  No fi lling required for expansion. 
$189,000 MLS#3056761

Nice building with fresh paint job on north 
end of Laurie.  Excellent Hwy 5 frontage with 
paved parking and high visibility. $99,950 
MLS#3046066

Perfect location by land and water. 41 MM of the 
Osage, property consist of quiet cove location w/
very deep water great view, awesome point and 
Million dollar views from bluff frontage. Brand 
new blacktop leading into the property.
$890,000 MLS#3058002

FANTASTIC LIKE NEW HIGHLY VISIBLE 4,200 sq. ft. 
Commercial building. Sitting directly on Highway 5. 
This quality built structure is set up with two 2100 
Sq. Ft. sides. Both sides currently leased out. Both 
sides feature separate kitchens and baths. Plenty 
of parking. Low utilities costs. Building is very well 
insulated. $350,000 MLS#3055413

151 ft. of gentle Hwy 5 frontage & Approx. 
1.70 acres. Gentle through out this property, 
2,880 sq.ft. show room bldg., 3BR, 2BA owners 
home,Warehouse and/or storage bldg. is on the 
back of the property. Property is cleared and 
graded. $309,000 MLS#3048267

Great Investment! Foreclosure! Awesome Point! Commercial Opportunity!

New Reduced Price! 1500’ of Lakefront! Hwy 5 Frontage! Prime Location!

by Nancy Hogland
Lake Ozark has adopted a 

new zoning map and amended 
its Standard Industrial Classifi-
cation (SIC) codes to more ac-
curately reflect what is and isn’t 
allowed in the different portions 
of the city.

The map, which is available 
for viewing in City Hall, replaced 
an earlier version adopted in 
2002.

“We’ve seen quite a few 
modifications since then, so we 
decided that it was time for an 
update,” said City Administrator 
Charles Clark, adding that they 
also planned to post the new 
map online at the city’s website. 
That site can be found by visit-
ing www.cityoflakeozark.net.

City officials also pointed out 
that while every attempt was 
made to make the new map as 
accurate as possible, there were 
some questions over a handful 
of property boundaries. The or-
dinance adopting the new map 
includes a disclaimer stating 
that in the event of a conflict be-
tween the zoning map and the 
ordinances passed amending 

the boundaries, the ordinances 
shall prevail.

Clark explained that the 
modified SIC codes were based 
on the city’s own evaluation of 
what would be proper for each 
zoned area.

“For instance, you wouldn’t 
want a night club in a residential 
area or a factory in an otherwise 
commercial district,” he said. 
“The codes typically get looked 
at over time as areas change. 
They’re simply a reflection of 
what’s allowed in the different 
zones.”

The map designates areas in 
the categories of: R-1, Residen-
tial Low-Density; R-2, Two-Fam-
ily Dwellings; R-3, Multi-Family 
Dwellings; M-S, Manufactured 
Residential Homes; C-1, Busi-
ness-Central; C-2, Business-
General; C-3, Business Heavy 
High Density; CR-3, Mixed Use 
High Density; M-1, Industrial-
Light; PUD, Planned Develop-
ment; T-H, Townhouse Sub-
division Development; Office, 
Institutional Overlay District; 
and Lakefront Mixed Use Dis-
trict.

Updated Lake Ozark zoning map adopted
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Luetkemeyer Signs, Benne 
Media Group and Marilyn Do-
erhoff were all recently recog-
nized for their outstanding con-
tributions to Special Olympics 
Missouri – Headquarters Office.  

During the Annual Awards 
Banquet, January 19 at Tan-
Tar-A in Osage Beach, Special 
Olympics Missouri (SOMO) 
presented its most prestigious 
awards to those who have made 
significant contributions to the 
Special Olympics movement.  

Outstanding Business/
Organization: Luetkemeyer 
Signs, Jefferson City

Not only are they fast and 
easy to work with, Luetkemeyer 
Signs is willing to cut us breaks 
and bail us out of tough situa-
tions.  In 2007, they went above 
and beyond when they helped 
us out after a banner sponsor-
ship feel through.  Not only did 
they print all our banners within 
a week, they gave us a 15% dis-
count.  We are proud to work 

with a business who really val-
ues customers. 
Outstanding Media Supporter: 
Benne Media Group, Kaiser

Thirteen years ago, Benne 
Media Group became our ra-
dio partner for the Polar Bear 
Plunge.  That year they brought 
us 200 free sweatshirts as a 
‘trade’ for our sponsorship.   Six 
years ago, their DJ’s spent 18 
hours with our “Cops on Top” 
raising money and awareness 
even in the worst of conditions.  

They have since added dona-
tions to Special Olympics at 
their Safety Day and promoted 
a wave runner raffle that raised 
$14,000.  Their in-kind me-
dia support in 2007 alone was 
$15,000, which makes a grand 
total of $195,000 of in kind sup-
port.  Mike Clayton is no doubt 
the “Voice of the Plunge” and is 
an invaluable friend. 
Outstanding Volunteer:  
Marilyn Doerhoff, Henley

Over the past 12 years of be-
ing on the State Outdoor Clas-
sic Games Management Team, 
Marilyn has provided meals for 
nearly 8,000 athletes, coaches 
and volunteers.  She’s done so 
at less than a third of the bud-
geted costs.  She picks up the 

food, cooks it, serves it and even 
cleans up.  This last year she and 
her husband Ron moved out of 
the kitchen and onto the playing 
fields as venue coordinators.   

A complete listing of all 
the statewide and area award 
winners can be found on the 
SOMO website at www.somo.
org.  Please visit the Press Box 
section. For information about 
Special Olympics Missouri 
or the 2007 Annual Award re-
cipients, please contact Mandi 
Mueller at 1-800-846-2682 or 
mueller@somo.org. 

Special Olympics Missouri is 
a year-round program of sports 
training and athletic competi-
tion for children and adults with 
mental disabilities. Over 15,000 
athletes participate in 19 Olym-
pic-type sports throughout the 
state.  Special Olympics provides 
people with mental disabilities 
continuing opportunities to 
develop fitness, demonstrate 
courage, and experience joy as 
they participate in the sharing 
of gifts and friendship with their 
fellow athletes, their family and 
friends and communities across 
Missouri.  

Annual Awards Banquet recognizes contributions

• Cabinets • Ceramic Tile
• Countertops • Laminate Flooring

• Porcelain Tile • Much More!

FACTORY-DIRECT PRICES
BUY THE BEST FOR LESS!

www.neighborhoods-inc.com
neighborhoods@hotmail.com

HWY 5 N. at Houston Rd • 20 Min. S. of Camdenton
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM • Sat. 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

417-533-5080 • 888-776-0038

Benne Media’s Mike Clayton
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MONDAY - SATURDAY
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SUNDAY
12:00 NOON - 5:00 PM

New location by Hallmark Suite
F1 Stone Crest Mall

The Lake
Area’s
Laptop

Specialist!

The Lake
Area’s
Laptop

Specialist!

2007
2006 &

Computer

Technician

Reader’s Choice

Award!

We Accept:

We Sell 
and Support
QuickBooks!

Sales & Service
For the Entire
Lake Area!

573-348-2448

Internet Access Room

1-800-895-4430
701 Vandiver Dr. Ste 101

Columbia, MO 65202
www.MissouriLandAndHome.com

Employment Opportunity
The Number One ranked United Country Office in the nation is seeking candidates with interest in listing 
and selling real estate.  Excellent earning potential for professionals wanting to live and work in the lake 

area.  Call Kurt Hollenberg of United Country - Missouri Land & Home.

#16008 ROCKY MOUNT: 100 ft 
deep water lot in Lick Branch 

Cove at the 5MM at Lake of the 
Ozarks. Completely renovated 

mobile home, 3 tier decks, 2 well 
dock, with large 32 ft slips. Call 

Jose Cruz 314-803-1104    

Beautiful Views & Excellent Location!!!!!!

REDUCED TO $138,500

#15036-15038 ELDON:  3 tracts 
available from 15-27 ac m/l.  Great 
building sites for ranch/farm style 
living.  Horse trails throughout 
property and use of indoor/ 
outdoor arena for yearly fee.   Call 
Chad Hager 573-489-5974    

Exquisite Equestrian Estate 

continued from page 20
earn and still be eligible: 
$41,646. Both figures apply 
to those with two or more 
children.

There’s also a tax break for 
people who lost homes to 
foreclosure. It used to be that 
the debt forgiven by the bank 
was taxed as income. Like 
last year, however, forgiven 
mortgage debt up to $2 mil-
lion is not taxable.

Another credit has disap-
peared--for one year only. 
You can no longer get a cred-
it for energy efficient water 
heaters, furnaces, windows 
or other items. However, if 
you installed a small wind 
turbine, solar panels, fuel 
cells or a geothermal heat 
pump to generate energy you 
may be able to get a credit 
for part of the cost. Wind-
produced energy was added 
for 2008 to the alternative 
energy sources under the 
Residential Energy Efficient 
Property Credit.

For the middle-class tax-

payer, Congress once again 
has approved a patch for the 
Alternative Minimum Tax, 
raising the exemption to 
$69,950 for a married couple 
filing jointly, and $46,200 for 
singles and heads of house-
holds. The AMT was de-
signed to make sure that the 
wealthiest Americans pay 
taxes, but ended up hitting 
middle-income taxpayers 
as well. Without the patch, 
which adjusts for inflation, 
more people would have 
been hit.

Those who try to shelter 
investment by putting it in 
their children’s names should 
beware. There’s a change in 
the kiddie tax. Previously, 
only children under age 18 
were affected. That was ex-
panded this year to affect 
children under 24. See Form 
8615 for more information.

Information about 2008 
taxes, deductions and credits 
is available on the IRS Web 
site, www.irs.gov.

Some new relief as 
Americans file 2008 taxes
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The Newcomers/Longtim-
ers Scholarship Committee 
presented the 2008 Scholarship 

Awards at their January Lun-
cheon Meeting. Scholarships 
are awarded to students who 

have demonstrated not only a 
desire to continue their educa-
tion, but have also pursued that 
education with determination 
and resolve, overcoming many 
obstacles to excel.

The Newcomers/Longtimers 
2007-2008 Scholarship Com-
mittee is composed of Julia 
Wilson (chair), Sharon Spen-
cer (N/L Past President), Judy 

Barrett, Analee Hodge, Merry 
Lakebrink, Lin Vance and Janet 
Mills.  A total of $15,000 was 
available to distribute.  Schol-
arships in the amount of $1,000 
and $1,500 were awarded to 
these students.  The proceeds 
are from the 2008 Home Tour 
and any additional money 
raised during the year, such 
as the Silent Auction held at 

the April Dining Out and raffle 
money from Cards & Games.  

For more information about 
the Scholarship Committee, 
please call Julia Wilson at 348-
3460.   For more information 
on N/L activities, call Analee 
Hodge at 964-6109 or visit the 
website at www.newcomer-
slongtimers.com. 

Newcomers/Longtimers award area students 2008 scholarships

Scholarship Committee and winners. First row, L-R:  Julia Wilson (Scholarship Committee Chair), Judy  Barrett 
(Committee), Collette Rogers, Shelly Wehmeyer (Eldon Career Center coordinator), Amanda Kidwell, Antoinette 
Cody, Faith Jackson, Sharon Spencer (Past President). Back row, L-R:  Merry Lakebrink (Committee), Shera Col-
lins, Cheryl Brown, Debra Mullies, Chris Stoecklein, Holden Jacobs, Andrew Griffin, Joe Schwandt (instructor), 
and Lori Henley (Columbia College).

Columbia College Registered 
Nurse Program Picture L-R:  Lori 
Henley (from Columbia College), 
Antoinette Cody and Faith Jack-
son.

Lake Career & Technical Center 
Picture L-R:  Joe Schwandt (instruc-
tor), Andrew Griffin, Chris Stoeck-
lein and Holden Jacobs.

Eldon Career Center Licensed Practical Nursing Program L-R:  Shelly 
Wehmeyer (coordinator), Amanda Kidwell, Collette Rogers, Shera Collins, 
Cheryl Brown and Debra Mullies.
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If you are interested in a career with Farmers,
please call Ted LePage at 573-302-0001 or
stop by our Training Center at 3736 Highway
54 in Osage Beach, MO.

A Cake is
always the right 
way to celebrate 
an occasion!

302-1404

 Pictured here are President Brenda Love; Vice President Lynda Hartwick; Jan Warren, Lake Regional Hospital 
Oncology Department; and Terri Hall, Lake Regional Hospital Foundation, at the table of hats.  
Members of Newcomers/Longtimers also brought hats of all sorts to the meeting and donated them to the 
Oncology Department of Lake Regional Hospital for their cancer patients. 
Newcomers/Longtimers Community committee member Sharon King presented a check to Sarah Bloom of 
Community Hospices of America at the February 19 luncheon meeting.  Community Hospices of America, with 
offices in Jefferson City and Osage Beach, focuses on the quality of end-of-life care for those facing a terminal 
illness.  They focus on palliative care, not a curative treatment.  They put the patient in control of how they want 
to spend their final days, whether they want to be at home or in a care facility is their choice.  Once a patient 
comes on to service they become part of the hospice team.  The team includes: the patient, the patient’s family, 
the patient’s physician, a hospice medical director, a nurse, a certified nurse’s aide, a social worker, a chaplain, 
bereavement services, and trained volunteers.  The hospice team provides a variety of services to every patient, 
most of which are covered by Medicare.   To reach their Osage Beach office, call 573-348-1566

Newcomers/Longtimers Helps Community 
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by Michael Gillespie
Lake of the Ozarks has al-

ways been a boater’s paradise. 
Unlike most other Ozark reser-
voirs, all of the shoreline of our 
Lake, and most of the bottom, 
were clear cut of trees before 
the water ever began to rise. 
And that meant unobstructed 
navigation for boaters.

Boatyards sprang up all 
around the Lake in the early 
days — the 1930s — and some 
of those boatyards even pro-
duced custom built boats. 
Cabin cruisers appeared on 
the Lake from the very start. It 
was a huge lake, with miles and 
miles of unbroken scenery. For 
the wealthier families, mostly 
from St. Louis and Kansas City, 
a cabin cruiser was just the 
thing for exploring the Lake. It 
was more than a boat, it was 
a home on the water with no 
reservations required. All the 
captain had to do was fill his 
cruiser’s gas tank at the boat-
yard where it was berthed and 
set off for a leisurely weekend 
cruise. Just drop anchor in a 
cove whenever the family felt 
like stopping. You could fish or 
swim off the back of the boat 
and row the dingy to shore and 
build a campfire.

In the Lake’s first twenty 
years, the number of live-on-
the-water boaters continued 
to grow. Boatyards became 
marinas with year-round slips 
for those who preferred life on 
a boat to life ashore. Over time 
these cabin cruiser families 
got to know one another and 
it was common to see two or 
more cabin boats running to-
gether on the Lake or anchored 
together at night. Thus gave 
rise to the Lake’s oldest boat-
ing club, the Lake of the Ozarks 
Yachting Association, better 
known as LOYA.

LOYA was created as a non-
profit, benevolent association 
in June, 1953. Always a social 
club at heart, LOYA sponsored 
many boating-related activities 
over the years. Among those 
early-day activities were boat 
races, or rather yacht races. 
There doesn’t seem to be much 
written about those contests, 
but try to picture a fleet of big, 
wooden-hulled cruisers run-
ning full bore down the Lake 

with their bows riding high on 
a roiling wave of white water. 
Fishermen beware. 

Another, much appreciated 
project was the marking of 
shoals in the Lake. A whole gen-
eration of boaters will remem-
ber those white barrels with the 
letters LOYA stenciled on them 
at places like Gibson’s Point on 
the Gravois Arm. The prudent 
captain would give that spot 
a wide berth, especially in the 
days when it was common to 
find the Lake level drawn down 
all summer long.

It was easy to spot LOYA 
members. They flew a pennant 
on their boats with the letters of 
the association and a dragon-
like outline of the lake embroi-
dered on it. There was no single 
home port for LOYA, though 
many members rented slip 
space at Blue Anchor Marina, 
near the mouth of the Gravois. 
At one time LOYA membership 

reached 400 and the group tried 
lease the land and buildings at 
Camp Pa He Tsi at Lake of the 
Ozarks State Park. But the state 
wouldn’t agree to such a plan. 
So to this day LOYA’s home is 
wherever you find a member’s 
boat.

And LOYA is still a viable or-
ganization. Bill Stark, the club’s 
current commodore says that 
there are currently 60 to 70 
members. Not all the members 
own a big cruiser. “As a matter 
of fact,” says Stark, “we have 
two people who don’t even 
have a boat. They attend our 
events that are ashore. Actu-
ally, this year I think we’re going 

to attempt to run people out 
in smaller boats to the cruis-
ers where we anchor out — for 
people who don’t want to take 
their boat out, or don’t have 
one. 

“When we anchor out, we’ll 
pick a spot and raft up — drop 
the anchors and tie the boats 
together. And we just float 
around in the water and drink 
beer and lie to each other!” he 
laughs.

There is more to it, of course. 
LOYA will once again take part 
in the annual shoreline clean 
up this spring. And the group 
is involved in fund raising ac-
tivities on behalf of the Lake 
Regional Hospital. They will 
be participating in the St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade on the water 
and the in-water boat show at 
Toad Cove in April. As the year 
wears on there will be a shrimp 
boil and a hog roast and a water 
rodeo. In fact, there’s an activ-

ity scheduled for every month 
this season, capped off with the 
group’s annual dinner in Sep-
tember.

Membership dues in LOYA 
amount to $75 the first year and 
$70 for every year thereafter. 
And if you’re traveling to some 
other port in the U.S., there is 
an added benefit. LOYA is a re-
ciprocal member of the Yacht-
ing Club of America, a national 
association of yacht clubs. 
“You can take our member-
ship card,” says Stark, “and go 
to almost any yachting club in 
the country, including Hawaii, 
and go in just as if you were a 
member.”

Those interested in joining 
LOYA should contact Commo-
dore Bill Stark, at (913) 219-
0555 or by e-mail at wstark@
kc.rr.com. 

There is another flotilla of 
enthusiasts on the Lake who 
have a lot of fun with their 
boats. They are sailors, mean-
ing real hoist-your-mains’l sail-
ors. Their group is known as 
the Ozark Sailing Club. It’s been 
around since 1983. Jim Pasley is 
the outgoing commodore.

“It’s a good organization for 
people who own sailboats here 
at the Lake,” says Pasley. “We 
have a lot of people who want 
to learn how to sail and wind up 
sailing with us. They hear about 
us and come out and crew with 
us.

“People say if you can sail at 
the Lake of the Ozarks, you can 
sail anywhere,” muses Pasley. 
“It’s not as wide as some lakes, 
so you have to learn a lot more 
about how to keep the boat 
moving.” That includes paying 
careful attention to the wind. 
Lake of the Ozarks is not usu-
ally thought of as a sailors’ lake. 
The hills and coves seem to 
affect the wind in unpredict-
able ways. It may shift around 
ninety degrees within a short 
distance — or all of a sudden. 
And then there are the dol-
drums. Ever notice those slick, 
glassy-looking spots out in the 
middle of the Lake? There’s no 
wind there, so the sailors try 
to avoid those patches. Sailing 
can be classified as a thinking 
man’s sport. That’s one thing 
that makes it so appealing. But 
there is more to it that.

“Sailing is so peaceful,” ex-
plains Pasley. “You’re just cruis-
ing along with nothing but 
the sound of the wind and the 
waves. I always wanted to learn 
how to sail and just thought it 
was too complicated. My son 
bought a sailboat and took me 
out a few times and I realized 
it’s not that difficult.”

Most of the larger sailboats 
on the Lake are equipped with 
a motor. It comes in handy 
for maneuvering in and out 
of docks, and occasionally to 
get through doldrums. But it’s 
strictly auxiliary power. Pasley 
filled his gas tank only once last 
year — for a total of twelve gal-
lons.

You can’t beat that for fuel 
economy.

The Ozark Sailing Club was 

formed to encourage fellow-
ship, promote the art and beau-
ty of sailing, and to organize 
races. “We have a racing series 
in the spring and fall that usu-
ally lasts about six weeks.” Pas-
ley says. “Generally, we’ll start 
about March 1st. We clear it 
through the Water Patrol. You’ll 
see our markers out in the main 
channel — they’re big, inflat-
able triangles. Ten to fifteen 
boats will participate in the 
races. We’ll sail from the dam 
to about the seven mile marker. 
Sometimes we’ll set up a trian-
gular course; it just depends on 
the weather. We have travel-
ing trophies, but mostly it’s for 
bragging rights. 

“We’re not one of those 
stuffy, competitive clubs. It’s 
more just for the fun of getting 
out there and getting to know 
people. Usually after every race 
we’ll have a get-together where 
we’ll have a pot luck dinner or 
barbeque. It’s a great opportu-
nity to learn from one another. 
Everybody helps one another 
working on their boats and 
learning the latest tricks of sail-
ing.”

Annual membership in the 
Ozark Sailing Club is $35. The 
group hosts a web site that in-
cludes membership informa-
tion, crew openings, and how-
to-sail links. To find the site, 
type in Ozark Sailing Club in 
any search engine.
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TAX TIME
2009 IMPORTANT NEWS 

AND INFORMATION 
BEFORE YOU FILE

HIGHLIGHTS
Five important tax tips
Expiring tax breaks renewed - Standard deductions  
increased - Contribution limits rise for IRAs - Standard  
mileage rates adjusted - Kiddie tax revised

Read the tips on page 18

Losing your job
Americans losing their jobs due to cutbacks and layoffs face 
a tough time ahead. The IRS still wants their cut even when 
you’re down. What can you do when April 15th rolls around?

See the options on page 18

Relief is in the tax code
First-time homebuyers can receive up to $7,500 in tax credit. 
The rates for capital gains and dividends drop, new incen-
tives to save for retirement, and some popular tax breaks 
have been renewed. 		  See the changes on page 20

Electronic filing speeds refund
A tip for taxpayers who want to see 

their refunds faster: File electronically. 
That advice from the Internal Rev-

enue Service could come in handy for 
people in economic straits. Last year, 
the average refund was $2,429.

The number of returns filed elec-
tronically has more than doubled over 
the past 10 years. Last year, nearly 90 
million --about 58 percent --of the 
more than 155 million tax returns were 
filed electronically. The IRS expects 
that number to increase this year.

If you file electronically and choose 
direct deposit, your refund will be in 
your bank account in 10 days. “When 
you go the paper route, it can take four, 
six weeks, even longer to get that paper 
check in there,” said IRS spokesman 
Terry Lemons.

The IRS says about 66 million re-

funds were direct-deposited last year, 
up 8 percent from 2007.

If you owe money, you can pay your 
tax bill through direct electronic with-
drawal from your bank account or by 
credit or debit card. Even if you file ear-
ly, the payment isn’t due until the April 
15 tax deadline.

In addition to quick receipt of a re-
fund, there’s another advantage to fil-
ing electronically: The most common 
errors on tax returns are mathematical, 
Lemons said.

Tax preparation software programs 
do the math for you. They guide you 
line-by-line through tax forms and 
point out any errors. And they remind 
you to check for any updates to the 
form.

So if filing electronically seems like 
a no-brainer, why do many people still 
file the old-fashioned way?

“Some people just like to do it all by 
hand,” Lemons says. “That group is di-
minishing rapidly.”

Other people buy tax software, fill 
out the forms on the computer, then 
print it out and mail it in. “They don’t 
want to have any of the fees with elec-
tronic filing,” he said.

This year, the IRS plans to expand its 
Free File program, and some of the the 
tax software companies are eliminating 
fees. TurboTax, for example, will let you 
electronically file five federal returns 
free when you purchase the boxed soft-
ware program. Same with TaxCut 2008, 
H&R Block’s software.

In 2008, more than 4.8 million peo-
ple filed electronically at no charge us-
ing the IRS’ Free File. 

continues on page 16

Second chance for stimulus
It’s not often the government gives 

you a second chance at some extra 
cash if you miss out the first time.

But that’s the case with the Recovery 
Rebate Credit, part of the economic 
stimulus package that was passed by 
Congress in 2008. The idea was that if 
you put more money into the hands of 

consumers, they would start spending 
again and help spur more economic 
activity.

The stimulus checks mailed out last 
year were actually an advance on the 
credit, the government’s way of getting 
the money to people sooner.

Taxpayers got a maximum $600 each 

--$1,200 if married filing jointly --plus 
$300 per child. The credit started phas-
ing out for individuals whose income 
was higher than $75,000, or $150,000 
for married couples filing jointly. For 
individuals who were eligible, the min-
imum payment was $300.

Treasury paid out about $96 billion 
in stimulus checks in 2008.

“The economic stimulus package 
that I signed earlier this year is hav-
ing its intended effect,” President Bush 
said in August. “Many Americans who 
received tax rebates are spending them. 
Businesses are taking advantage of tax 
incentives to purchase new equipment 
this year. And there are signs that the 
stimulus package will continue to have 
a beneficial impact on the economy in 
the second half of the year.”

But the effect was short-lived. Con-
sumers started pulling back even fur-
ther, hit by rising prices, falling home 
values, deepening unemployment and 
tight credit. And that spelled doom for 
the economy, since consumer spend-
ing is its lifeblood.

The initial rebates were based on the 
2007 tax return. 

continues on page 16

FILING DEADLINE: Wednesday, April 15, 2009.
FILING EXTENSION: automatic six-month extension to Oct. 15, 2009, as long as Form 4868 is 
filed by the April deadline. But any tax owed must be paid by April 15.
TO CHECK REFUND STATUS: go to the IRS Web site and click on “Where’s My Refund?”. Or, call 
1-800-829-4477. This is also the phone number for recorded information on various tax topics.
IRS FORMS/PUBLICATIONS: Download from the IRS Web site by navigating to “Forms and 
Publications”; order by mail by calling 1-800-829-3676.
ONLINE TAX HELP: The IRS Web site has links to every tax topic. www.irs.gov
PHONE TAX HELP: 1-800-829-1040 for individuals, 1-800-829-4059 (TDD) for those with hear-
ing impairment, 1-800-829-4933 for businesses.

Kansas City-based Intuit makes the popu-
lar TurboTax application that lets you do 
your taxes and then e-file the return. 
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continued from page 15
That represents a nearly 24 

percent increase over 2007. 
The IRS estimates that 98 mil-
lion taxpayers will be eligible 
to use the software-based part 
of its Free File in 2009, when 
the maximum Adjusted Gross 
Income rises from $54,000 to 
$56,000. The program is avail-
able in English and Spanish.

New this year, the program 
also will offer Free File Fill-
able Tax Forms, similar to 
their paper counterparts, that 
any taxpayer, regardless of 
income level, can fill out on 
their own and file electroni-
cally.

In addition, some compa-
nies in partnership with the 
IRS will offer low-cost elec-
tronic filing.

“With free electronic fil-
ing, there’s no reason why 
people shouldn’t do it,” said 
Bob Meighan, vice president 
of the Consumer Tax Group 
at Intuit Inc., which publishes 
TurboTax.

Meighan says that filing 
electronically is safe, done 
over secure lines with mili-
tary-level encryption. “I’ve 
never seen a single case or 
ever heard about an electron-
ically filed return being com-
promised,” he says.

To file electronically, you 
can either use your com-
puter with an IRS-approved 
tax-preparation software pro-
gram or go to a professional 
tax preparer.

To sign the returns, use a 
five-digit Personal Identifica-

tion Number that you select. 
To authenticate the signa-
ture, the prior year’s PIN or 
adjusted gross income must 
be included. Once the form is 
received, the IRS will send an 
electronic acknowledgement. 
Supporting documentation 
can be mailed using Form 
8453.

Taxpayers in 37 states and 
the District of Columbia also 
can file state tax returns at 
the same time as federal ones. 
The IRS will forward the state 
form.

Participating states are 
Alabama, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
braska, New Jersey, New Mex-
ico, New York, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklaho-
ma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Wisconsin and the 
District of Columbia.

If you need more time to 
file your federal return, you 
can do that electronically, 
too, using Form 4868. Even 
though you can get an auto-
matic six-month extension, 
however, you still have to pay 
any taxes due, or penalty and 
interest charges will begin to 
accrue.

Further information about 
e-filing can be found on the 
IRS Web site, www.irs.gov.

continued from page 15
If your income has fallen 

or your family situation has 
changed and you weren’t eli-
gible for a stimulus check last 
year, or got a reduced one, you 
might be able to get the Recov-
ery Rebate Credit when you 
file for 2008. It is estimated 
that an additional $10 billion 
will get paid through the credit 
this year.

This takes on added im-
portance in today’s economic 
morass. More than 10 million 
people are unemployed, and 
prospects for finding jobs are 
dimmer in a recession that 
is expected to be the longest 
since the Great Depression. 
Since the recession began in 
December 2007, about 2 mil-
lion jobs have been lost. Ana-
lysts say an additional 3 mil-
lion could disappear between 
now and the spring of 2010.

Even those who received 
the full amount in their stimu-
lus check last year could be 
eligible for an additional $300 
for the birth or adoption of a 
child in 2008.

Others who may qualify this 

year:
• A retiree or veteran who 

did not receive at least $3,000 
in benefits in 2007 but did last 
year.

• A person who was claimed 
as a dependent on a tax return 
in 2007 but was not in 2008.

• People who did not have 
a Social Security number in 
2007 but did in 2008.

Taxpayers can either cal-
culate the rebate credit due 
them or have the IRS do it. If 
you want the IRS to figure out 
whether you’re due a rebate, 
write RRC on line 70 of Form 
1040. There are other nota-
tions for those who received 
veterans’ disability and death 
benefits or who had nontax-
able combat pay. See the in-
structions accompanying the 
tax form.

The instructions also con-
tain a worksheet for figuring 
out your rebate credit yourself. 
It should be filled out after you 
fill out your tax return. If you 
received a stimulus check last 
year, make sure you have No-
tice 1378 on hand to tell you 
how much it was.

There also will be tools on 
the IRS Web site to help. Like 
last year’s Economic Stimulus 
Payment Calculator, the IRS 
is expected to post by the end 
of January a calculator to help 
you see if you’re eligible and 
how much you’re due. A sec-
ond tool will help you figure 
how much of a stimulus pay-
ment you received in 2008.

Tax preparation software, 
too, will walk you through the 
steps.

And here’s an added bonus: 
While the money goes into 
your pocket, it’s a credit, not 
income, and therefore not tax-
able.

“A lot of people thought, 
‘Will I have to report it as in-
come?’ The answer is no,” said 
Bob Meighan, vice president 
for the Consumer Tax Group 
of Intuit, Inc., publisher of the 
tax-preparation software Tur-
boTax.

Electronic filing gets you 
your refund faster

Second chance to get the stimulus check

Certified Public Accountant

Established in 1987

www.bdm-cpa.com

SPECIALIZING IN:
Income Tax Planning & Preparation • Payroll Tax

Payroll Services • Estate Tax & Planning • Real Estate Taxation
Agriculture • Small Business • Contractors • Individuals

Offices in Lake Ozark • Tipton • California
754 Bagnell Dam Blvd. Suite A

Lake Ozark • 365-9400
“Helping you keep more of what you make!” 

Bobby Medlin, CPA Jason Blankenship Britnee Smith

Licensed Electrical Contractor  •  Bonded & Insured
Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Voice Data • Home Theater

 PO Box 39396, St. Louis, MO 63139 Cell: (314) 581-4674
 E-mail: Jeff@akamecontracting.com Fax: (314) 832-4930

At the Lake: (573) 216-0107

JEFF MARSHALL

Contracting, Inc.Contracting, Inc.

An annual subscription to the Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal insures 
your friends and family are always up to date on what’s happening at the 
Lake-- and it’s always the right size! Give us a call today!

BUSINESS OFFICES: 573-348-1958



Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal March, 2009 Page 17

4540 Highway 54, Ste CC3
Premium Outlet Mall,
Osage Beach, MO 65065
(573)348-2700

187 Hwy 54 East
Camdenton, MO 65020
(573)346-9700

93 Ichord Ave
In the Cross Creek Plaza
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573)774-4050

2 St. Robert Locations!
 in Wal-Mart Super Center and
836 VFW Memorial Drive, Ste 2
St. Robert, MO 65584 (573)336-2083

Get every credit and
deduction you deserve.

www.JacksonHewitt.com

Filing taxes the old-fashioned 
way, with paper and pencil is great 
for some folks- maybe they have 
limited or no internet connectiv-
ity, or perhaps the whole idea of 
filing electronically on a computer 
has them baffled or intimidated. 
But paper and pencil does lend 
itself for the introduction of more 
mistakes on the tax form. Mistakes 
that could cause your return to be 
rejected for correcting, or refused 
outright.

Millions of filers each year, ac-
cording to the IRS, either enter 
their social security number in-
correctly, or not at all. Double-
check the SSAN’s of yourself, your 
spouse, and any dependents you 
have listed before sending in your 
return.

Signature and date—believe 
it or not, many filers re-do their 
forms after perfecting the first 
copy, and then forget to sign 
and date their final paperwork. 
Check to make sure you and your 
spouse—if applicable—have both 
signed and dated the return before 
sealing the envelope. If you have to 
pay, remember to enclose and sign 
the check as well.

State and local taxes—refunds 

from state or local taxes must be 
included as income for your fed-
eral return. However, the taxes you 
pay are deductible. You can now 
choose between deducting taxes 
paid in or sales taxes paid for the 
year. 

IRS Form 1099B reports divi-
dends, interest earned, or gains 
from the sale of investments. Re-
member, the IRS also gets a copy 
of these—be sure the numbers 
reported to them are accurate and 
that you enter the same figures on 
your returns.

Interest Income—If you have 
dividends or annuity disburse-
ments, interest earned on sav-
ings accounts or interest-bearing 
checking accounts or any other 
taxable gain, you need to include 
these figures as income. Many 
people forget to include the inter-
est from the passbook account, 
and so get a correction on their re-
turn from the IRS—often a painful 
one.

Be sure you enter the correct 
amount of tax, from the right table, 
based on your taxable income and 
filing status—this is a common 
and sometimes costly error.

Double-check your math. If you 

are rounding off numbers, do so 
for every entry, otherwise enter the 
actual amounts. Do the addition 
and subtraction twice to check—a 
huge number of returns get cor-
rected or rejected each year for 
computational errors.

Don’t forget to deduct your per-
sonal property taxes. Each year, 
you pay taxes on real property—
but this also includes motor vehi-
cle registration tax, environmental 
inspection fees if any, or easement 
assessment taxes.

Medical expenses must be at 
least 7.5% of your adjusted gross 
in order for you to include them. 
Remember that not only can you 
count bills from medical profes-
sionals and institutions, you can 
also claim the mileage to and from 
the visits, related auto expenses 
and more. IRS publication 502 is 
available online to fill you in on the 
details.

Charitable contributions are 
often a great last-minute deduc-
tion for filers. But remember a 
cancelled check doesn’t qualify as 
authentication if you are audited. 
You must get a receipt or item-
ized transaction record from the 
charity. No contribution of $250 or 

more is allowed without this writ-
ten proof.

Most of these errors can be 
avoided by using electronic fil-
ing together with tax preparation 
software that asks you important 
questions and does the math for 
you.  For the best results, of course 
seek the help of a trained tax-prep-
aration professional or CPA.

Top bookkeeping mistakes for 
small businesses

Remember to keep track of re-
imbursable expenses. If you pay 
for items out of your pocket, you 
need to keep track of those, and 
reimburse yourself from the com-
pany for the amount. 

Backup, backup, backup. Al-
ways keep a paper trail in addition 
to the electronic records – if you 
are audited, or lose the files on the 
computer those papers will be vi-
tal. And backup the computer files, 
too.

Properly classify your employ-
ees. Make sure that if you have 
an ‘independent contractor’, they 
meet the criteria. Employees and 
non-employees need to be clari-
fied to prevent errors when filing—
the rules and regulations are differ-
ent for each.

Save receipts for petty expenses 
less than $75—even though they 
may not be required, you may 
need the documentation. A petty 
cash system should be set up and 
accurate records kept.

Mis-categorization—the cat-
egories are fairly standard for ex-
penses. Don’t enter expenses into 
the wrong category or use too 
many categories. Create as few as 
possible and try to keep to gener-
ally established, accepted account-
ing procedures for best results.

Reconcile the books with the 
bank statement each month. 
Keep everything nice and tidy, and 
watch for errors. Consider hiring a 
bookkeeper or CPA quarterly to go 
through everything.

Keep your bookkeeper or ac-
countant informed—if you use 
outside help, be sure to get paper-
work or electronic files to them 
in a timely manner. Also, inform 
them when you make transactions 
outside the norm, such as a cash 
bonus or purchase supplies out-
of-pocket.

Remember to deduct the sales 
taxes from the total amount of your 
sales—this is a common item over-
looked by new business owners.

Top Ten Tax Mistakes and Lost Opportunities
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Here are a few tax law 
changes you may want to note 
before filing your 2008 federal 
tax return:

1. Expiring Tax Breaks 
Renewed
The following popular tax 

breaks were renewed for tax-
years 2008 and 2009:

• Deduction for state and 
local sales taxes on Form 1040 
Schedule A, Line 5

• Educator expense deduc-
tion on Form 1040, Line 23 or 
Form 1040A, Line 16

• Tuition and fees deduction 
on Form 8917

In addition, the residen-
tial energy-efficient property 
credit is extended through 
2016. In general, solar electric, 
solar water heating and fuel 
cell property qualify for this 
credit. Starting in 2008, small 
wind energy and geother-
mal heat pump property also 
qualify.

2. Standard Deduction 
Increased for Most Tax-
payers
The 2008 basic standard 

deductions all increased. 
They are:

• $10,900 for married 
couples filing a joint return 
and qualifying widows and 
widowers

• $5,450 for singles and 
married individuals filing 
separate returns

• $8,000 for heads of 
household

Beginning this year, taxpay-
ers can claim an additional 
standard deduction based on 
the state or local real-estate 
taxes paid in 2008. Also new 
for 2008, a taxpayer can in-
crease his standard deduc-
tion by the net disaster losses 
suffered from a federally de-
clared disaster.

3. Contribution Limits 
Rise for IRAs and Other 
Retirement Plans
This filing season, more 

people can make tax-deduct-
ible contributions to a tra-
ditional IRA. The deduction 
is phased out for singles and 
heads of household who are 
covered by a workplace retire-
ment plan and have modified 
adjusted gross incomes be-
tween $53,000 and $63,000. 
For married couples filing 
jointly, the income phase-out 
range is $85,000 to $105,000.

4. Standard Mileage Rates 
Adjusted for 2008
The standard mileage rates 

for business use of a vehicle:
• 50.5 cents per mile from 

Jan . 1 to June 30, 2008
• 58.5 cents per mile driven 

during the rest of 2008
The standard mileage rates 

for the cost of operating a ve-
hicle for medical reasons or a 
deductible move:

• 19 cents per mile Jan. 1 to 
June 30, 2008

• 27 cents from July 1 to Dec. 
31, 2008

The standard mileage rate 
for using a car to provide ser-
vices to charitable organiza-
tions remains at 14 cents a 
mile. Special rates apply to the 
Midwest disaster area.

5. Kiddie Tax Revised
The tax on a child’s invest-

ment income previously only 
applied to children younger 
than age 18. It now applies if 
the child has investment in-
come greater than $1,800 and 
is:

• Younger than 18
• 18 years of age and had 

earned income that was equal 
to or less than half of his or 
her total support in 2008

• Older than 18 and 
younger than 24, a student 
and during 2008 had earned 
income that was equal to or 
less than half of his or her 
total support.  AP

Five important changes
in 2008 for taxpayers

In an economic downturn 
such as this one, bad things can 
happen, and those things can 
affect your taxes.

Even though times are tough, 
Uncle Sam still wants his cut. 
Chances are, if you received a 
W-2 for 2008 and made at least 
$8,950 as a single taxpayer, or 
$400 if you were self-employed, 
you have to file a return and pay 
taxes if due. 

If you lose your job:
Severance pay (if any) and 

unemployment benefits are 
taxable. So are accumulated 
sick and vacation days you may 
be paid for when you leave. Be 
sure to either set aside mon-
ey to pay the taxes on these 
amounts, or ask that an appro-
priate amount be withheld to 
avoid a big year-end tax bur-
den.

If you withdraw money from 
your pension plan or an IRA 
to make ends meet during a 
lay-off or stretch of unemploy-
ment, those funds are taxable, 
and in the case of an IRA, carry 
an additional 10% penalty. In 
the case of pension plans, if you 
are under 59-1/2, an additional 
tax may apply. See IRS Pub. 575.

Good news, when you are 
out looking for a new job, those 
expenses may be deductible. 
Some things you can write-off 
are employment and outplace-
ment agency fees, fees for re-
sume preparation, and travel/
auto expenses for job searches 
and interviews. Don’t forget the 
cost of the telephone calls and 
job counseling if any. IRS Pub. 
17 has more. 

If you have to move because 
you lost or changed your em-
ployment, moving expenses 
can be deductible. The distance 
moved and the timing must 
meet the criteria set down in 
IRS Pub. 521. You can’t take 
these deductions if you take a 
‘substantial’ break between the 
end of the last job and looking 
for a new one, if you are chang-
ing occupations, or if you are 
searching for your first job.

Another tip—if your total 
income dropped significantly 
because of a lay-off or unem-
ployment, you now may qual-
ify—if you didn’t previously—
for Earned Income Credit and 
other deductions. 

If you lose your home:
According to the IRS, in most 
cases you can exclude income 
from the discharge of debt from 
your principal residence, or 
from mortgage restructuring. 
This exemption does not apply 
to second or vacation homes. 

In some cases, you may be 
able to file an amended tax re-
turn for previous years.  The 
limit is $1 million individually, 
$2 million for couples. General-
ly speaking if a lending institu-
tion forgives a debt you can be 
taxed on the cancelled amount.

IF YOU CAN’T PAY YOUR TAXES:
If you are unemployed and 

the times are tough, the IRS 
offers help at tax time. Don’t 
panic—if you can’t pay the full 
amount of the taxes due by 
April 15th, file your return any-
way and pay as much as you 
can to avoid interest and penal-
ties. 

You should call the IRS as 
soon as possible to discuss pay-
ment options. They can often 
give a short-term extension 
on the time to pay, an install-
ment plan, a compromise of-
fer (where they agree to accept 
less) or even agree to waive 
penalties. You would still be re-
quired to pay interest charges. 

A visit to www.irs.gov or a 
phone call to 800-272-9829 can 
get the ball rolling. Form 9465 
gives you a request for an in-
stallment plan. 

In extreme financial hard-
ship cases, the IRS may tem-
porarily suspend collection ac-
tion, but interest and penalties 
will still accrue. 

This information was gath-
ered from the IRS website at 
www.irs.gov, and no guarantee 
on its accuracy is assumed. Al-
ways check with a trained pro-
fessional tax preparation spe-
cialist or CPA when you have 
important tax-related decisions 
to make. Use this information 
at your own risk.

Tax-time concerns 
in tough times

Trico
Dock Center

Whatever you want in a new dock, 
TRICO Dock Center can custom 

build it to suit your needs!

Dock Lockers - Diving Boards/Platforms
Vinyl Edging and Corners - Swim Ladders

Mi. West of Grand Glaize Bridge • Lake Rd. 54-49 • Osage Beach

Call 573-348-2737
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ENTER TO WIN
A FREE RETURN!

The Jackson Hewitt offices in St. Robert, Camdenton and Osage Beach are giving away a FREE TAX RETURN to FOUR LUCKY WINNERS! FOUR 
TOTAL FREE TAX RETURNS will be given away. TO ENTER: Go online to http://www.lakebusjournal.com and look for the Jackson Hewitt logo, click it and download 
the entry form. Or stop by any free distribution point for the Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal around the Lake area and look for the Jackson Hewitt advertise-
ment. Complete the entry form in the paper or from the download and fax/e-mail it by March 12, 2009. A random drawing will be held live on the air on MIX 
92.7 FM, on March 13th, March 20th, March 27th and April 3rd, 2009, selecting the four winners from all entries received. Fax your printed entry form to Mix 
92.7 FM at (573) 348-1923 before March 13th to enter. E-mail your downloaded and completed form to: mike@mix927.com before March 13th to enter.

Four winners will be selected in all. Those four recipients will each receive their taxes for 2008 prepared by Jackson Hewitt staff free of charge. Prizes have no actual cash value and cannot be redeemed for cash, sold, transferred or otherwise distributed. 
Odds of winning are determined by the number of entries received. Limit one entry per person, household or mailing address. Winners will be drawn by the radio show hosts on Mix 92.7 FM on March 13, March 20, March 27 and April 3rd, 2009.

4540 Highway 54, Ste CC3
Premium Outlet Mall,
Osage Beach, MO 65065
(573)348-2700

187 Hwy 54 East
Camdenton, MO 65020
(573)346-9700

93 Ichord Ave
In the Cross Creek Plaza
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573)774-4050

2 St. Robert Locations!
 in Wal-Mart Super Center and
836 VFW Memorial Drive, Ste 2
St. Robert, MO 65584 (573)336-2083

Name

Address

City     

State  Zip   Phone:

FILL OUT THEN CLICK TO SEND!

If you lose your home:
According to the IRS, in most 
cases you can exclude income 
from the discharge of debt from 
your principal residence, or 
from mortgage restructuring. 
This exemption does not apply 
to second or vacation homes. 

In some cases, you may be 
able to file an amended tax re-
turn for previous years.  The 
limit is $1 million individually, 
$2 million for couples. General-
ly speaking if a lending institu-
tion forgives a debt you can be 
taxed on the cancelled amount.

IF YOU CAN’T PAY YOUR TAXES:
If you are unemployed and 

the times are tough, the IRS 
offers help at tax time. Don’t 
panic—if you can’t pay the full 
amount of the taxes due by 
April 15th, file your return any-
way and pay as much as you 
can to avoid interest and penal-
ties. 

You should call the IRS as 
soon as possible to discuss pay-
ment options. They can often 
give a short-term extension 
on the time to pay, an install-
ment plan, a compromise of-
fer (where they agree to accept 
less) or even agree to waive 
penalties. You would still be re-
quired to pay interest charges. 

A visit to www.irs.gov or a 
phone call to 800-272-9829 can 
get the ball rolling. Form 9465 
gives you a request for an in-
stallment plan. 

In extreme financial hard-
ship cases, the IRS may tem-
porarily suspend collection ac-
tion, but interest and penalties 
will still accrue. 

This information was gath-
ered from the IRS website at 
www.irs.gov, and no guarantee 
on its accuracy is assumed. Al-
ways check with a trained pro-
fessional tax preparation spe-
cialist or CPA when you have 
important tax-related decisions 
to make. Use this information 
at your own risk.

Tax-time concerns 
in tough times

CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL
TAX PREPARATION

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

ESTATE & TRUST TAXES

Time is Money.

C.P.A., P.C.
Chris Hermann

Certified Public Accountant

573-348-5929

Save time and money
with expert assistance

by Carole Feldman
Call it the stealth tax, the 

one that catches you by sur-
prise as you’re completing 
your tax return. 

The Alternative Minimum 
Tax was designed to ensure 
that all Americans were pay-
ing some taxes, especially 
those wealthy folks who 
seemed to be escaping them 
altogether. Problem was, 
middle- and upper middle-
class taxpayers were the ones 
getting hit by it, especially as 
incomes and inflation rose.

To help soften the blow, 
Congress has put in place a 
series of patches to account 
for inflation, raising the ex-
emption level for the AMT.

The 2008 patch was includ-
ed in legislation designed to 
rescue the nation’s financial 
system. It raises the AMT 
exemption for married cou-
ples filing jointly to $69,950, 
for single filers or heads of 
households to $46,200, and 
for married people filing sep-
arately to $34,975.

Without the patch, the ex-

emption for taxpayers would 
have reverted to pre-2001 
rates: $45,000 for married fil-
ing jointly, $33,750 in 2009 for 
individual filers.

If Congress hadn’t added 
the 2008 patch to the $700 
billion financial bailout pack-
age, some 26 million taxpay-
ers would see their tax bills 
increase by an average of 
$2,200, President Bush said in 
October.

There are a few other new 
wrinkles this year, notes Mark 
Luscombe, principal analyst 
for CCH’s tax and account-
ing group. There’s some ad-
ditional relief for people who 
were caught by the AMT as a 
result of incentive stock op-
tions, especially those who 
received the options during 
the high tech bubble of the 
early 2000s.

In essence, the AMT doesn’t 
allow for certain deductions 
and credits. Among them: 
additional personal exemp-
tions, itemized deductions 
for state and local taxes, some 
interest payments, most mis-

cellaneous deductions and 
some medical expenses.

Some people have pushed 
for a repeal of the AMT.

“It never did serve its pur-
pose of catching taxes from 
the wealthy filers,” said Bob 
Meighan, vice president for 
the Consumer Tax Group of 
Intuit, Inc., publisher of the 
tax-preparation software Tur-
boTax.

But don’t look for the 
AMT to disappear during the 
Obama administration. Do-
ing away with it would reduce 
revenues coming in to the 
U.S. Treasury at a time of re-
cord deficits.

During the presidential 
campaign, Barack Obama 
said he would continue to 
adjust the current patch for 
inflation so that the AMT 
did not hit additional middle 
class families.

Information about the 
AMT and how to file is in-
cluded in IRS Form 6251. Tax-
preparation software pro-
grams will do the calculations 
for you.

Latest AMT patch aids taxpayers



If you’re a first-time home 
buyer, victim of a natural di-
saster, or if you installed a 
small wind turbine in your 
backyard to generate electric-
ity, you could find some tax 
relief when you file your 2008 
return. 

There also are new incen-
tives to save for retirement, 
and some popular tax breaks 
have been renewed.

Start filling out your taxes, 
in fact, and you might find, 
“The IRS really gives me an 
opportunity to save some 
money this year,” said Jeff 
Schnepper, MSN tax expert 
and author of books on taxes 
and finance.

Knowing what to look for 
is key. “The tax code is convo-
luted, complicated, and even 
the tax pros aren’t sure,” he 
said.

The Internal Revenue Ser-
vice makes this suggestion: 
“Just make sure you’re not 
overlooking anything,” said 
Terry Lemons, senior spokes-
man for the agency.

Some of the changes this 
year are aimed at helping 
homeowners--and stimulat-
ing the economy during what 
some analysts say could be-
come the longest recession 
since the Great Depression.

First-time homebuyers are 
eligible for a maximum credit 
of $7,500. But there’s a catch: 
The credit is actually an in-
terest-free loan that must be 
paid back over 15 years. If 
you take the full credit, you 
will have to pay back $500 a 
year. If you sell the house be-
fore the 15 years is up, the full 
amount will be due.

To qualify, taxpayers can-
not have owned a home in 
the previous three years and 
must use the property as 
their principal residence. The 
home must have been pur-
chased between April 8, 2008 
and July 1, 2009.

Like many tax credits, this 
one is phased out at higher 
incomes. Use Form 5405 to 
file.

A homeowner who doesn’t 
itemize will be able to get an 
additional standard deduc-
tion up to $500--or $1,000 for 
joint filers--for state or local 
real estate taxes. Before, you 
could only take a deduction 
for these taxes if you item-
ized. This is expected to help 
the elderly and others who 

have paid off their mortgages 
and no longer have mortgage 
interest to deduct. That de-
duction often is the kicker for 
itemization.

If you were the victim of a 
federally declared natural di-
saster in 2008, you also can 
increase your standard de-
duction by your net loss.

For all taxpayers, the stan-
dard deduction is increas-
ing--to $10,900 for married 
couples filing a joint return, 
$5,450 for singles and married 
filing separately, and $8,000 
for heads of household.

The value of a personal 
exemption also is rising: to 
$3,500, up $100 from 2007.

The higher standard de-
duction and personal exemp-
tion were put in place to ac-
count for inflation.

Last year, more than 155 
million individual tax returns 
were filed. More than half 
were filed electronically, ei-
ther by a software preparer or 
from a home computer. The 
average refund was $2,429.

The IRS expects e-filing 
to increase this year, espe-
cially as it expands its Free 
File program and providers 
of tax preparation software 
drop fees. To be eligible for 
Free File, you must have an 
adjusted gross income of 
$56,000 or less. The program 
in essence interviews you and 
helps walk you through filing.

However, there’s anoth-
er option if your income is 
above that. Free File Fillable 
Tax Forms are basically paper 
tax forms on the computer. 
You put in the data on your 
own and the program does 
the basic math. You can file 
it electronically regardless of 
income.

“It may be just right for 
those who are comfortable 
with the tax law or those who 
use electronic software to 
prepare their returns but file 
using paper forms,” the IRS 
says.

Electronic filing, experts 
say, has a couple of key ad-
vantages: more accurate re-
turns and quicker refunds. 
The IRS says the system safe-
guards a taxpayer’s personal 
information, a view echoed 
by Bob Meighan, vice presi-
dent of Intuit Inc.’s Consum-
er Tax Group. The company 
publishes the tax-preparation 
software TurboTax.

MSN’s Schnepper says he’s 
“less than secure with the sys-
tem.” Still, he says, “e-filing is 
the wave of the future.”

In any case, he advises, 
keep good records. “What I 
tell my clients is get receipts 
for everything that’s deduct-
ible,” he said. Although you 
don’t have to submit them to 
the IRS, you need a check or 
written receipt for every char-
itable contribution.

And don’t rush, says Lem-
ons. “Your tax return is an im-
portant financial document 
and you want to do it right,” 
he says.

Keep an eye out for credits 
you may be entitled to, espe-
cially given the economic tur-
moil. “We could see people 
who qualify for those who 
wouldn’t in previous years,” 
says Lemons.

Consider the Recovery 
Rebate Credit. Most people 
probably know it as the stim-
ulus checks distributed last 
year, based on income re-
ported on 2007 returns.

People who lost their job 
or otherwise took a financial 
hit in 2008 may be eligible for 
the rebate now, even if they 
weren’t last year. Or, if they 
received less than the full re-
bate--$600 for an individual, 
$1,200 for married people fil-
ing jointly and $300 for each 
child--they may be able to 
collect the remainder.

The IRS will figure the re-
bate for you, or you can do it 
yourself, using the Recovery 
Rebate Credit Calculator on 
the IRS Web site or the work-
sheet included in instructions 
for Form 1040.

“Instead of getting a sepa-
rate check, it will be a refund-
able credit on your return,” 
says Jackie Perlman, senior 
tax researcher at H&R Block, 
Inc.

More people also could 
end up qualifying for the 
Earned Income Tax Credit, 
which is designed to offset 
the cost of Social Security 
contributions for low- and 
moderate-income workers. 
The credit is refundable--you 
still can get it even if you owe 
no tax. The IRS has estimated 
that a quarter of those eligi-
ble for the credit don’t take it. 
The maximum credit has in-
creased, to $4,824, as has the 
maximum amount you can

continued on page 11
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Everyone Can Win 
With Charitable Gifts

When you give a gift to a charitable 
group, you are rewarded by the knowl-
edge that you’re helping an organization 
whose work you support. But you can 
also get a “bonus” from your gift — in 
the form of tax benefits.

Specifically, your donations to chari-
ties that have received 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt status are usually tax deductible, 
assuming you itemize your tax return. And 
as long as your total contributions for any 
one year are 50 percent or less of your 
adjusted gross income, there’s no limit on 
the deductions you can take for your gifts 
to public charities.

Furthermore, your contributions may 
entitle you to more than just a tax de-
duction in the year in which you make 
your gift. If you decide to donate shares 
of stock, a piece of real estate or another 
asset that has increased in value since you 
purchased it, you can avoid the capital 
gains taxes that will be due on the asset 
when it’s sold.

Clearly, your charitable giving can 
provide you with some significant tax 
benefits. But if you’re interested in going 
even deeper into the world of charitable 
gifts, you’ll find that they can play a role 
in some of your long-term financial strate-
gies, as well.

Consider, for instance, how you might 
use a charitable remainder trust.  You’d 
start by donating an asset — such as 
appreciated stocks, bonds or real estate 
— to the trust, which is managed by a 
trustee. The trustee, in turn, could sell the 
asset (relieving you of immediate capital 
gains liabilities), reinvest the proceeds 
and then make regular payments to you 
or another beneficiary you named when 
you established the trust. So you could 
set up the trust to provide yourself, or one 
or more family members, with an income 
stream for life or for a designated num-
ber of years. After the lifetime of the last 
surviving beneficiary, or at the end of the 
specified term, the trust would end, and 
any remaining assets would then be dis-
tributed to the charity you’d named.

Setting up a charitable remainder trust 
is not as easy as filling out a few forms; 
to do it correctly, you’ll need to work with 
your legal and tax advisors. And once 
you establish such a trust, you’ll find it 
can have considerable impact on some 
of the decisions affecting your retirement 
income. For example, if you could count 
on an income stream from a charitable 
remainder trust, you might be able to 
withdraw less money each year from your 
investments and retirement accounts, 
such as your 401(k) and IRA, to meet 
your income needs in retirement. In fact, 
if you were to receive this trust-generated 
income, it might even affect the type of 
investments you need to make before 
retirement, possibly changing the bal-
ance somewhat between “growth” and 
“income.”

In any case, consider being as gener-
ous as you can afford in your support of 
worthwhile charitable organizations. But 
if you incorporate your charitable giving 
into your long-term investment picture, 
you’ll need to make the right moves — so 
prepare carefully.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones on behalf of your Edward Jones fi-
nancial advisor.  Edward Jones, its employ-
ees and financial advisors do not provide 
tax or legal advice. You should consult 
with a qualified tax or legal specialist for 
professional advice on your specific situ-
ation.

Your Finances

Tony Reahr
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
573-964-5712

Some new relief as Americans file 2008 taxes
Tips for choosing a tax preparer
Tips from the Internal Revenue Service on how to choose someone to 
prepare your tax return:
• Word of mouth: Get recommendations from family and friends.
• Check credentials. Does the person have the necessary training and cer-
tificates to prepare returns and/or represent you before the IRS if ques-
tions arise? • Too good to be true? Be wary if the tax preparer claims to 
be able to get you a larger refund than other preparers.
• The fee: If it’s based on a percentage of the refund, look elsewhere.
• Avoid tax preparers who ask you to sign a blank return.
• Consider longevity. How long has the preparer been in business? Will 
they be there to answer questions after the return is filed?
• Documentation: The preparer should ask you for receipts to back up 
your deductions.
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by Michael Gillespie
In partnership with the 

Free File Alliance LLC — a 
group of private sector tax 
software companies, the IRS 
is offering most taxpayers the 
opportunity to prepare and/
or file their federal taxes on-
line, for free. And chances are 
that you will also be eligible 
for free preparation and e-
filing filing of your Missouri 
state taxes.

First things first. Why pre-
pare and file electronically? 
What’s wrong with doing a 
paper return?

According to the IRS, pre-
paring and filing your taxes 
electronically is the fastest, 
the safest, and the most accu-
rate way to do your taxes. An 
electronically prepared and 
filed return has a less than 
one percent error rate. Error 
rates on paper returns, espe-
cially as we get closer to the 
April 15 deadline, are as high 
as twenty percent. Many of 
the errors result from enter-
ing the same number, such 
as a social security number, 
multiple times. An electroni-

cally populated form places 
those numbers wherever and 
however many times they 
need to be listed, without the 
risk of forgetting or transpos-
ing numbers. And if you’d like 
your refund faster, an elec-
tronically prepared and filed 
return, together with the di-
rect deposit option, will get 
the money to you in ten days 
or less. Compare that to the 
average of four to six weeks 
with a paper check.

Electronic filing is one 
thing, but many people have 
an instinctive distrust of any-
thing free, especially anything 
free from the government. So 
the question arises: why is the 
IRS offering free tax prepa-
ration and filing? Michael 
Devine, regional spokesman 
for the IRS answers: “The IRS 
is offering it because Con-
gress has mandated that as 
many as 70 percent of taxpay-
ers be able to do their taxes 
at no cost, and we’re trying to 
help do that. Taxes are com-
plicated; we don’t argue that. 
But if you make less than 
$56,000 per year, you can go 

on to our website, irs.gov, and 
do your taxes for free.”

For those who are leery of 
letting the government do 
their taxes for them, Devine 
points out that it is not the 
government that is preparing 
your taxes, it is one of nine-
teen different commercial 
companies who produce tax 
preparation software through 
the IRS website. “The IRS isn’t 
doing your taxes for you,” says 
Devine. “We’re simply provid-
ing a site where you can go in 
and use a company that has 
agreed to do this service for 
free.”

The only catch is that you 
fall under that $56,000 cap. If 
you qualify — as most Ameri-
cans do — you can make use 
of what the IRS terms “full-
service Free File.” The pro-
gram will ask you questions 
and do all the arithmetic for 
you. Based on the informa-
tion that you supply, it will 
take numbers from the vari-
ous tables and put them on 
the form.

If you earned more than 
$56,000, you can still take 

advantage of the online tax 
prep programs for a fee, or if 
you’re competent with do-
ing your own forms you can 
make use of “self-service Free 
File,” which is new for this 
year. “You can go to the fill-
in forms part of Free File,” 
Devine explains, “and you can 
actually fill out all the forms 
you would need, just as you 
were doing it on paper, and 
when you get all done you hit 
‘e-file’ and it’s filed for free.” 

But you have to be a more 
careful if you use the self-ser-
vice Free File. The fill-in forms 
you use will do simple arith-
metic, but if the numbers you 
put on the 1040 don’t match a 
number you put on the 1040A 
or another attachment, the 
self-service won’t reconcile 
that. The number will go into 
the IRS wrong, just as though 
you made an error in your 
own hand. 

“Self-service Free File is an 
option for those who know 
what they are doing,” says 
Devine.

And finally, for those who 
just aren’t comfortable with a 

computer, or don’t have one, 
you can still have your taxes 
prepared and filed electroni-
cally, for free, if you make less 
than $42,000 per year. The 
program is called Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance, or 
VITA. You can sit down with a 
VITA volunteer and they will 
do the computer work for 
you. In Camden County, you 
can meet with a VITA volun-
teer at the Camdenton Pub-
lic Library, 89 Rodeo Road, 
on Thursdays from 9 to 4, or 
at the Osage Beach Public 
Library, 1064 Gutridge Lane, 
on Tuesdays from noon to 6. 
It’s available on a first-come, 
first-served basis and there is 
a sign-up sheet when you get 
to the library. Bring all your 
documentation with you and 
be prepared to wait a bit for 
your turn. VITA is available in 
other counties, as well. Call 
the IRS at (800) 829-1040 for 
listings.

Free tax preparation works 
for many Americans; 4.6 mil-
lion taxpayers made use of 
the program last year. How-
ever, if your tax situation is 
unusual or complicated it’s 
best to consult a profession 
tax preparer or CPA.

Free tax preparation — it really works
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TECHNOLOGY AND LIFESTYLE Gadgets and Gizmos for
the Geek in All of Us

The Touch Pro 2 will be a huge hit in the corporate world, with its built-in ability 
to turn into a speakerphone for conferences. The handset has push-Internet, it 
downloads favorite website information at specified intervals to make browsing 
faster. A larger, 3.6” more refined touchscreen has improved operation and a 
whopping 5 MP mechanical autofocusing digital camera. The backside features the 
speakerphone—lay it down and it uses  the built-in pair of microphones and a series 
of speakers around the perimeter. The touch screen 3G phone is designed to compete 
with Apple’s iPhone. No word on price.

The H2 Handy Recorder by Zoom fea-
tures four built-in microphones for on-
board 360 degree recordings at up to 
48kHz, 24-bit resolution to a wav file or 
MP3 at 320kbps. The Ha ndy Recorder 
H2 includes headphones, windscreen, 
1/8” stereo to RCA adapter, tripod 
stand, USB cable, AC adapter and a 512 
MB SD card. $159 at www.buy.com.

Handy H2 Recorder

HTC Touch Pro 2 - 3G smartphone Here’s a handheld point and shoot that’s a step up from the fixed focus $100 
shooters at the local discount store. Instead of a low-resolution tiny CCD, this one’s 
equipped with a near-pro-level sensor for great pictures. While not quite a digital 
SLR, Sony’s new DSC-H20 is their flagship in the H digicam lineup-- now with im-
pressive 10.1 megapixel resolution and 720p movie clip recording. It also sports a 
10x optical zoom and a Carl Zeiss lens. On the back is a 3” touch-screen LCD that 
controls the iAuto software that uses Intelligent Scene Recognition to detect different 
settings and set the camera appropriately. Face detection technology with anti-blink, 
red-eye reduction, and steadyshot stabilization. Very sophisticated-- should be avail-
able in April for $280.

Sony Cybershot DSC-H20 camera

Furniture
Pictures
Lamps
Mirrors
Accessories
Floorcoverings
Window Treatments
Wallpapers
Design Services

Open Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

3/10 Mile from Highway 54-42 Jct. 
On Highway 42 - Osage Beach

(573) 348-4444

Furniture
Pictures
Lamps
Mirrors
Accessories
Floorcoverings
Window Treatments
Wallpapers
Design Services

Once you experience the scenic beauty and friendly
atmosphere that is Lake Valley you will understand why
we were voted #1 golf course at the Lake of the Ozarks!

PUBLIC WELCOME

Reserve a tee time today at 573-346-7218
Enjoy our unique course design featuring

six par 3’s, six par 4’s and six par 5’s

Voted the Number One Lake Course for 2008!
Affordable memberships currently available – 

take advantage of our membership special while it lasts!

Located just 3 miles west of
Camdenton on Lake Road 54-79

Be sure to join our “e-Link Club” at:

www.lakevalleygolf.com 346-7218
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Newcomers/Longtimers
Fifteenth Annual Home Tour
Saturday, May 16, 2009 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tickets: In Advance $20
Day of Event: $25
Children over 2 require a ticket

This is Your Chance to Tour Some 
of the Lake’s Finest Homes While 

Supporting Local Charities!
Ticket Outlets:

Central Bank locations
Bella Donna Salon

Country Club Hotel & Spa 
Designer Kitchens & Baths 

Donna’s Hallmark
Essentials Salon Spa

First National Bank locations
Golden Door Motel

Karon’s Korner
Lake Regional Health 

System
Love Realty

Quail’s Nest Motel
Saffee’s locations

Stonecrest Book & Toy
Studio 54

The Little Shop of Hers
Village Station

Yankee Peddlers
newcomerslongtimers.com

Proceeds Bene� t:
Newcomers/Longtimers Scholarship Fund

Lake Regional Health System Bone Density Unit
Dream Factory • Dogwood Animal Shelter • Blue Moon Sanctuary

Marine Corps League - Marine Corps League Auxiliary Lake of the Ozarks

Home Tour Sponsors

Home Tour Media Sponsors

Headquarters: Village Station - 2599 State Road MM
Sunrise Beach, MO 65079 newcomerslongtimers.com

Member FDIC

A list of 2008 and 2009 model 
year hybrid vehicles eligible for 
a tax credit, and the amount of 
the available credit. The full credit 
begins phasing out after the 
manufacturer sells 60,000 hybrid 
cars or light trucks.
Model Year 2009:
Ford Escape Hybrid 2WD, $3,000
Ford Escape Hybrid 4WD, $1,950
Mazda Tribute Hybrid 2WD, $3,000
Mazda Tribute Hybrid, 4WD, 
$1,950

Mercury Mariner Hybrid 2WD, 
$3,000
Mercury Mariner Hybrid 4WD, 
$1,950
___
Model Year 2008:
Chevrolet Malibu Hybrid, $1,300
Chevrolet Tahoe Hybrid 2WD and 
4WD, $2,200
Ford Escape Hybrid 2WD, $3,000
Ford Escape Hybrid 4WD, $2,200
GMC Yukon Hybrid, $2,200
Honda Civic CVT: Purchased 

between Jan. 1 and June 1, 2008, 
$1,050; between July 1 and De-
cember 31, 2008: $525.
Mazda Tribute Hybrid 2WD, $3,000
Mazda Tribute Hybrid 4WD, $2,200
Mercury Mariner Hybrid 2WD, 
$3,000
Mercury Mariner Hybrid 4WD. 
$2,200
Nissan Altima Hybrid, $2,350
Saturn Aura Hybrid, $1,300
Saturn Vue Green Line, $1,550

Hybrid vehicles eligible for credit

Sometimes the market reacts poorly to world events, but
just because the market reacts doesn’t mean you should.
Still, if current events are making you feel uncertain
about your finances, you should schedule a complimen-
tary portfolio review. That way, you can make sure
you’re in control of where you want to go and how you
get there.

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

YOU CAN’T CONTROL
THE WORLD,
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL YOUR DECISIONS.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Nathan P Morse
Financial Advisor
.

101 Crossings West Dr
Suite 104
Lake Ozark, MO 65049
573-964-5712
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BOAT RIDE, WAGON RIDE, CAVE 
TOUR

The Lake of the Ozarks area is 
noted for its show caves and the 
entertainment they offer. All of 
the caves, past and present, have 
or do offer walking tours of their 
underground galleries. But only 
two historic show caves of the 
area have ever offered entertain-
ment packages quite like those 
of Indian Burial Cave and Ozark 
Caverns in the 1960s.

When Indian Burial Cave 
along the bluffs of the Osage 
River below Bagnell Dam was 
shown to the public, the man-
agement first offered mule rides 
to and from the cave in addition 
to the walking cave tour. The at-
traction later exchanged mules 
for a tram ride down the hillside 
to the cave entrance and added 
a brief underground boat ride on 
an artificial lake to compliment 
the Indian burial displays. This 
attraction is no longer open to 
the public.

Ozark Caverns, located off A 
Road in the Lake of the Ozarks 
State Park, provided an even 
more expansive outdoor and un-
derground entertainment pack-

age for its guests. At that time the 
cave was privately owned. You 
could drive to Ozark Caverns and 
take an ordinary underground 
walking tour, or you could visit 
Public Beach Number One in 
Lake of the Ozarks State Park, 
and buy a combo ticket from the 
cave concessionaire. This en-
tertainment package provided a 
seven-mile speedboat ride with 
a coast guard approved pilot, a 
three-quarter mile semi-wilder-
ness wagon ride to the cave, and 
a three-quarter mile round trip 
tour inside the cave.  It was two 

hours of unique backwoods and 
underground delight. The photos 
that accompany this narrative 
were taken by the author in the 
1960s and show all three stages of 
the operation.

The boat ride photo shows 
Captain R. H. Ohlson in com-
mand and a compliment of seven 
passengers. The wagon ride pho-
to shows a group of girl scouts 
with Bob Blankenship driving the 
tractor. The building at the cave’s 
entrance where underground 
tours began and terminated, 
housed ticket sales, restrooms, 

gift shop, guides’ quarters, and 
a small food stand to the right 
where ice cream and hotdogs 
were sometimes sold. This cave 
is now owned by the state park, 
the entrance building has been 
exchanged for an interpretative 
center located elsewhere, and the 
outdoor entertainment focuses 
on nature trails, fens and educa-
tional activities. 

This vintage postcard is from 
the collection of H. Dwight Weav-
er. The photographer and pub-
lisher are unknown. Weaver is 
the author of three books on the 

history of the Lake of the Ozarks. 
“History & Geography of Lake of 
the Ozarks, Volume One,” his new-
est book, is available from Stone 
Crest Book & Toy in Osage Beach, 
or by mail. For information, 
contact the author at dweaver@
socket.net. Or call him at 573-
365-1171. Other books by Dwight 
Weaver are available online at 
lakeoftheozarksbooks.com.

GLIMPSES OF THE LAKE’S PAST With Dwight Weaver
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The Vandervort
Report

Thank Goodness it’s March!
March brings the end of a long winter, and St. Patrick’s Day marks the 

early beginning of the Lake season! This year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade is on 
Saturday March 14th, and typically every week at the lake after that, just 
gets busier and busier as each day goes by, until summer is finally upon us. 
If Valentine’s Day was any indication of what the year is going to be, I think 
the lake has good hope of a strong rebound over last year’s dismal season. 
Restaurants were full, shopping was plentiful, and most hotels seen a nice 
bump in occupancy for the holiday weekend.

There seems to be a sense that people are tired of the gloom and doom, 
and ready to get out and spend a little money, to do their part in stimulating 
the economy. Our new President is set to throw a trillion dollars into the 
economy; even though much of the stimulus package isn’t really geared 
towards economic stimulus and recovery, it’s bound to make some sort of 
short term impact.   

What we really need is for everyone to have a positive outlook, and for 
the media to start talking about some good news. Recession is a self fulfill-
ing prophecy; the more people hear the media talk about how bad things 
are, the more people believe it, and it doesn’t take long for people to start 
pulling back, and stop spending money. It’s not much different than when 
the weather man forecasts inclement weather; people make and change 
their plans based on what some guy on television tells them! Everyone at 
the lake knows that the weatherman is incompetent, but still people listen 
and act accordingly. 

I firmly believe that if the media starts putting a positive spin on what 
they are reporting that we will soon start to see a real economic recovery. 
Imagine how much busier the lake would be week after week if the weather 
man forecasted; “mostly sunny and mid 80’s” the majority of the time; he’d 
be more accurate than he usually is, and the lake businesses would certainly 
benefit from it. The same holds true for the economy; when the national 
media and business news channels; start reporting some good news, that 
will result in a positive outlook, and good things will start to happen.

One great thing we all have going for us right now, is the price of fuel! If 
we can keep that hovering around $2 per gallon into the summer, we are all 
going to be in for a great year. Last year the Horny Toad did its part to try and 
keep fuel prices on the water as low as possible, and maintained the lowest 
fuel prices on the lake week after week all year long, and I am happy to an-
nounce that I plan to continue that same policy throughout this year as well!

The one thing we all need to pray for, is good weather! The terrible 
weather we experienced last year probably caused more damage to lake 
area businesses than the fuel prices and recession combined. Thus far, the 
weather has been fairly mild, and let’s all hope for goodness sake that keeps 
getting better.

I’d like to invite everyone out to the Horny Toad and Peckers for our St. 
Patrick’s Day bash following the parade on Saturday the 14th. I would also 
invite everyone to get a room at our new Resort next to the Toad, and ride 
our shuttle bus in the parade, and to and from the parade!

See you St. Patrick’s Day!

Merlyn Vandervort
President,
Toad Cove Resort Properties, LLC
Horny Toad Inc
Millennium Group of Companies

SUBSCRIPTIONS
An annual subscription to the Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal insures 
your friends and family are always up to date on what’s happening at the 
Lake-- and it’s always the right size! Give us a call today!

BUSINESS OFFICES: 573-348-1958

Boat/Personal Water Craft Rentals

GOLF - Get ready for Spring, now!

Waterfront Dining Guide

306 East Second St.  | Eldon, MO 65026  | 573-348-1958 Tel.  | 573-348-1923 Fax.

See it online at www.LakeGetawayGuide.com

Contents © Copyright 2008 All Rights Reserved

January, 2009Vol. One - Issue OneYou Need
Reach the
Customers
You Need
Effectively and
Inexpensively!

SPONSORED BY

The off ic ial

Rental Guide At The Lake!

THE ONLY Sponsored Publication at the 
Lake for Vacation Rental Properties--

Putting Vacationers
and Retailers in Touch!

As little as $5 a day to reach visitors vacationing at the Lake of the Ozarks!



The 2009 Spring Shoreline 
Beautification Cleanup at Mis-
souri’s Lake of the Ozarks is set 
to begin March 15 and continue 
through April 15.  The Adopt-
the-Shoreline organization, 
which organizes the cleanup, is 
extending an invitation to ev-
ery business, resident, second 
homeowner and vacationer to 
participate in the event, which 
is celebrating its 18th anniver-
sary this year.

Adopt-the-Shoreline Coordi-

nator Jeff Green says more than 
600 volunteers, representing 60 
Adopt-the-Shoreline member 
groups, are expected to partici-
pate in the spring cleanup.  But 
Green adds that more boats and 
volunteers are always needed to 
help make the cleanup a suc-
cess.

“There’s plenty of work for 
everyone—cleaning shoreline, 
transporting waste flotation 
material and stacking debris 
for pickup by volunteers with 

cleanup boats,” Green says.
Last year, volunteers in the 

spring cleanup and a second 
cleanup in the fall removed 
more than 195 tons of debris 
from the lake’s shoreline.

Adopt-the-Shoreline is spon-
sored by AmerenUE, which 
provides administrative sup-
port and pays for disposal of the 
trash and debris removed, but 
the actual cleanup work is per-
formed entirely by volunteers.

To volunteer, use the follow-

ing list of zone coordinators to 
locate the zone in which you 
wish to work.  Then contact the 
zone coordinator to volunteer a 
few hours of your time to help 
clean up that area.  You may also 
volunteer by calling the Adopt-
the-Shoreline office at 573-365-
9252.

Adopt-The-Shoreline
Zone Coordinators                 

Zone 1: Dam to 9 mile marker, 
Phil Thompson 573-365-9201, 
Alan Sullivan 573-365-9329

Zone 2: Gravois Arm; Johnie 
Ray 573-372-5248, Jay Polchow 
573-392-5742

Zone 3: 9-16 mile marker; 
Bruce Thomson 573-365-2623, 
Brett Bachelier 573-365-2751

Zone 4: 16-22 mile marker; 

Donn Nelson 573-302-0123, Jeff 
Robbins 573-374-5654     

Zone 5: Glaize Arm; Rick King 
573-302-2020     

Zone 6: 22-31 mile marker; 
Ron Witt	573-346-3323

Zone 7: 31-39 mile marker; 
Terry Cleary 573-374-6284

Zone 8: 39-60 mile marker 
(Hwy. 5 side); Barry Campbell 
573-374-9114

Zone 9: 39-60 mile marker 
(Hwy. 7 side); Jan Shireman 573-
345-3765

Zone 10: Niangua Arm; Bruce 
Mitchell 573-346-2227

Zone 11: 60-77 mile marker; 
AmerenUE 573-365-9252

Zone 12: 77 mile marker to 
Truman; Amber Pennington 
660-438-7300
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“Premium Advice”
with Steve Naught of Naught-Naught Insurance

What Limits Do I Need?
The question I am asked most as an insurance agent is “How much is the 

coverage going to cost?” The second most asked question is “What limits do I 
need?”

When it comes to liability insurance most people think that they need to have 
enough limits to cover their assets in case they are ever in a lawsuit. Those people 
would be mistaken if they ever get into a serious loss situation. When someone 
asks me what limits they need to purchase my response is, “What amount will 
you get sued for?”

Let’s use this hypothetical example. A 40 year old husband and wife own a 
home, 2 cars, a boat and investments totaling a value of $1,000,000. The couple 
decides to purchase limit of $1,000,000 to match their assets. One day on the 
way to the country club the husband runs a stop sign and is in a car accident that 
injures one person and kills another. The damages equal $2,200,000.

The consequence? The policy pays $1,000,000. The assets pay $1,000,000. 
Wages are garnished for the remaining $200,000. Maybe the outcome wouldn’t 
be this bad. Maybe it would be worse. 
Maybe it just depends on who has the 
best attorney.

The lesson of the story? You should 
purchase a liability limit based on your 
potential loss, NOT on the value of your 
assets.

You may ask, “Steve how do I know 
what my potential loss is?” You don’t 
know. No one actually knows, so the 
answer is to buy as high of limits as 
you can afford. You might be thinking, 
“I’m insurance poor. How can I afford to 
pay more?” In fact, it doesn’t cost that 
much more to double or even triple your 
limits in most cases. Anyone driving 
with only state minimum liability limits 
is doing themselves and their family a 
disservice. Most of the time you can double the state minimum limit for under 
$20 every six months.

The answer? Talk to your agent about giving you options for higher liability 
limits. You will likely find out it costs very little to increase your coverage amount. 
Being prepared is no accident.

Steven Naught is a Certified Insurance Counselor with the Naught-Naught 
Agency. For additional information Steven can be reached at 573-348-2794 or at 
stnaught@naught-naught.com.

Steve Naught, CIC

OSMENT ENTERPRISES
C U S T O M  H O M E S

CARY 
OSMENT

P:  573-964-5150 C:  573-216-0274

F:  573-964-5156

www.osmentconstruct ion.com

R E S I D E N T I A L  &
C O M M E R C I A L 

C O N S T R U C T I O N

Shoreline Beautification Cleanup March 15-April 15
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Twenty student teams, se-
lected by NASA from colleges 
and universities around the 
country, are spending the win-
ter building sophisticated rock-
ets they will launch high over 
Alabama during NASA’s

2008-2009 University Stu-
dent Launch Initiative in April.

The annual rocketry chal-
lenge will be held April 18 at 
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville, Ala. Stu-
dent teams will bring their 
rockets to the NASA center, 
where professional engineers 
will conduct formal design re-
views of the vehicles before the 
students take part in a final, all-
day launch. 

The initiative, managed by 
Marshall’s Academic Affairs 
Office, is designed to inspire 
young people to pursue careers 
in fields critical to NASA’s mis-
sion: science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics. 

Each student team will de-
sign, build and field-test one 
rocket, earning practical expe-
rience in the development and 
execution of a complex engi-
neering project from design to 
launch. They must develop a 
vehicle that can fly to an alti-
tude of 1 mile and sustain an 
onboard science experiment 
that gathers measurable data. 

New to the challenge this 
year are teams from Arizona 
State University in Tempe; 
two teams from Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in 
Daytona Beach, Fla.; Florida 
Institute of Technology in Mel-
bourne; Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta; Iowa 
State University in Ames; Mid-
dle Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro; Mississippi 
State University in Starkville; 
Mitchell Community College in 
Statesville, N.C.; and Tuskegee 
University in Tuskegee, Ala.

Returning teams hail from 
Alabama A&M University in 
Huntsville; Auburn University 
in Auburn, Ala.; the College of 
Menominee Nation in Green 
Bay, Wis.; Fisk University in 

Nashville, Tenn.; Harding Uni-
versity in Searcy, Ark.; Missouri 
University of Science & Tech-
nology in Rolla; the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville; the 
University of North Dakota in 
Grand Forks; Utah State Uni-
versity in Logan; and Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tenn.

“Each year, the University 
Student Launch Initiative wel-
comes an exciting roster of 
young engineers, whose inven-
tiveness and rigorous attention 
to detail are an inspiration to all 
involved,” said Tammy Rowan, 
manager of Marshall’s Academ-
ic Affairs Office. “We look for-
ward to spring and the thrill of 
seeing rockets lift into the sky.

“It’s our hope that this one-
of-a-kind opportunity will have 
a meaningful, lifelong impact 
on the participants,” Rowan 
added. “And we hope their 
schools and organizations will 
continue to nurture new gen-
erations who will explore, in-
novate and better our world 
by helping us travel to others 
across the solar system.”

In addition to developing 
and testing their rockets, teams 
develop a project Web site and 
deliver preliminary and post-
launch reports to their NASA 
counterparts for review. Teams 
also conduct related projects 
for schools or youth organiza-
tions in their area, helping to 
spread interest in engineering 
and rocketry to upcoming gen-
erations of students.

The Exploration Systems 
Mission Directorate at NASA 
Headquarters in Washington 
sponsors the University Stu-
dent Launch Initiative.

For complete listing of par-
ticipants and more informa-
tion, visit: http://education.
msfc.nasa.gov/usli

For more information about 
NASA’s next-generation space-
craft to send astronauts to the 
International Space Station, 
the moon and destinations be-
yond, visit: http://www.nasa.
gov/exploration 

Nasa challenges young 
engineers to design, 
build, fly rockets
2008-2009 University 
Student Launch Initiative
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Two Convenient Locations at the Lake!

522 North Highway 5 
Camdenton 346-9911

1075 Lighthouse Road 
Osage Beach 348-6699

Show your support for Camdenton R-III or School of the Osage by opening a new checking
account or enhancing your current account with Laker or Osage Indian Checking!  Choose from 

a variety of check designs, receive a customized checkbook cover and debit card! 

Show your school pride 
by stopping by one of our 

convenient locations today to 
open a new Osage or Laker 

Checking account! 

Laker Checking and Osage Indian Checking Now Available! 

Camdenton      (573) 346-3311 
Sunrise Beach  (573) 374-9500

Osage Beach (573) 348-3171
Lake Ozark (573) 365-4212

Camdenton 54 Branch   (573) 317-9317

www.fnb-lakeozarks.com 

Six students from the School of 
the Osage were selected to receive 
the second quarter “Better Than 
Best” Award from Bobbi Bash. 
Bobbi’s selection criteria are ser-
vice, attendance, attitude and im-
provement. The students are cho-
sen by their teachers.

The student’s named for the 
second quarter “Better than Best” 

awards are 6th grade students Ty-
ler Perkins, son of Scott and Tracy 
Perkins; Brooklyn Hughes, daugh-
ter of Susan Kelley; 7th grade stu-
dents Patrick Terrell, grandson of 
Bill and Pat Springer; Paige Arnold, 
daughter of Bob and Kimbriel 
Arnold; 8th grade students Ryan 
Lewis, son of David and Debra 
Lewis; Courtney Jeffries, daughter 

of Loren and Jennifer Jeffries.
Each student received a cer-

tificate and $20 cash. Bash feels 
that positive motivation at this 
age level is very important and 
awards 6 students each quarter of 
the school year. Bobbi Bash was a 
school teacher before her career in 
Real Estate and knows how impor-
tant education is for our youth.

Bobbi Bash “Better Than Best” Award

The Lake West Chamber in-
vites you to go “Jiggin’ on the 
Lake” at their 18th annual St. 
Patrick’s Parade on the Water, 
Saturday, March 14.  A lot of 
work goes into this first event 
of the year and everyone looks 
forward to getting their boats 
out and decorating them for 
the parade.  It all starts at Ozark 
Bar-B-Que (TT-75 by land or the 
10.5 mm by water) with a break-
fast buffet beginning at 9 a.m.  
The Captains meet at 11 a.m. for 
instructions and the parade will 
begin at 11:30 a.m.  The Tropic 
Island Cruise Boat is avail-
able for those who just want to 

cruise the day relaxing on the 
water.  Parade will travel up the 
Gravois Arm of the Lake.  This 
years Gravois Arm sponsors are 
Coconuts, Jolly Rogers, Richard 
Knoggin’s and Three Pigs on 
the Water.  Boats will return to 
Ozark Bar-B-Que around 4:30 
p.m. for the awards ceremony.   
Tickets for the breakfast buffet 
and Tropic Island Cruise, and 
souvenir Hoodies and Long 
Sleeved Tees are available at the 
Chamber office.  Call 573-374-
5500 for pricing or go online at 
www.lakewestchamber.com to 
find out more information.  

Event Jump Starts 
the Westside

The task of cleaning can be 
therapeutic for some people, 
but for others it’s another chore 
that has to be added to their 
long list of things to do around 
the house. During National 
Cleaning Week, March 23rd – 
29th, one local business is eas-
ing the stress and helping area 
residents get down to business. 
But they’re not referring to the 
typical surface cleaning you 
might be thinking.

	 “We address cleaning 
and restoration for fire, mold, or 
water-damaged buildings and 
its contents,” said Robby Cox, 
owner of the local SERVPRO 
of Lake of the Ozarks. “After 
fire or water damage, it is vital 
that people hire a professional 
to come in to do a thorough 
cleaning of their home. If not, 
homeowners can be left with 
mold issues and other prob-
lems that not only may cause 

health issues, but also will cause 
property to become even more 
damaged if it is not addressed as 
soon as possible.” 

Cox said the National Clean-
ing Week campaign is a perfect 
opportunity to bring the atten-
tion of professional cleaning 
and restoration services to light. 
While area residents get into the 
cleaning mood for this coming 
awareness week, the experts at 
SERVPRO of Lake of the Ozarks 
are offering simple tips to help 
them along the way.

SERVPRO of Lake of the 
Ozarks clients include insur-
ance companies seeking su-
perior and timely restoration 
services, as well as commercial 
and residential property owners 
who require routine cleaning 
services. For more information 
about SERVPRO of Lake of the 
Ozarks, please call  573-346-
7200. 

Restoration business recognizes 
‘cleaning week’ campaign
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State of the Lake
Address

I am writing this on the day 
that President Obama will give an 
address in front of Congress with 
heavy emphasis on the economy.  
The White House Press Secretary 
has stated that he feels the Presi-
dent will discuss restoring to Wash-
ington a sense of fiscal responsi-
bility and understanding that we 
have to live within our means.  We 
currently have a $1.3 Trillion an-
nual budget deficit.

This speech follows a week af-
ter the signing of a $787 Billion 
stimulus bill.  It comes at a time 
polls indicate that nearly three out 
of four Americans are scared about 
the way things are going in this 
country.  The stock market closed 
yesterday at it’s lowest since 1997.

Well, how’s that for a rosy pic-
ture?  Add to that, the decrease in 
homes sales over the past 3 years 
at Lake of the Ozarks and you may 
wonder if it is a wise choice to buy 
a home at the Lake.

My answer is a resounding YES.  
While the number of homes sold 
has fallen, property values have 
held steady.  The key to purchasing 
is to have full knowledge of what is 
happening in the Lake market.  You 
should still base your purchase on 
what your and your family’s needs 
are in a home and on your budget.  
From there you need to research 
the neighborhood, property condi-
tion, what similar properties have 
been selling for as well what trends 
the market data has shown over 
the previous 3-5 years.

If you are looking to purchase 
based solely on investment, there 
are some decent buys out there.  
While the number of foreclosures is 
less than 5% of all homes currently 
available through the Bagnell Dam 
and Lake of the Ozarks Multiple 
Listing Service, they do exist and 

some present a great opportunity.  
I am also seeing some short sale 
situations.  Again, whether you 
are on the buying or selling end, 
knowledge of the market is crucial 
and hiring a real estate agent that 
is experienced and educated in 
these matters will prove to be well 
worth the fee you’ll pay.

Lake of the Ozarks is constantly 
moving forward.  MODOT is pro-
gressing with the by-pass and oth-
er surrounding road improvements 
that make us easily accessible from 
all directions and simple to navi-
gate while here.  New commercial 
projects continue all over the lake 
area which will open new jobs and 
increase our visitors.  All of this 
will reflect positively on the lake’s 
economy and, in turn, our real es-
tate values.  

If you would like a detailed sales 
report on your specific property 
type or neighborhood, or would 
like to ask a lake real estate ques-
tion, contact Michael at 877.365.
cme1 (2631) or cme@yourlake.com  
View all lake area listings at www.
cme1st.com  You can also log your 
opinions on Michael’s real estate 
blog, www.AsTheLakeChurns.com

As the Lake Churns
Real Estate and Lake News 
with C. Michael Elliott

An annual subscription to the Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal 
insures your friends and family are always up to date on what’s 
happening at the Lake-- and it’s always the right size! Give us a 
call today!

BUSINESS OFFICES:
573-348-1958

The Kiwanis Club of Ozark 
Coast will sponsor a 5K Run/
Walk entitled “Run for the 
Beach” on Saturday, April 4th in 
Lake Ozark.  This is the fourth 
year the club has sponsored the 
run.

The race will begin at 9 am 
at the Mills Elementary School 
on Business 54; all ages are wel-
come.  Registration and check-
in will begin at 8 am.  Prizes will 

be awarded in nine categories.
Participants must register no 

later than March 28 by calling 
573-434-6029 or by going online 
at www.ozarkcoastkiwanis.org.

According to event chairman, 
Aaron Spieler, “The run will 
commence at Mills Elementary 
School, follow business 54, then 
cross the Community Bridge 
and back. We’re looking forward 
to another great event.”

Spieler indicated that spon-
sorship opportunities are avail-
able.  All funds raised at the 
event will stay in the local area 
to continue the effort of emer-
gency relief to local children and 
families.

The Kiwanis Club of Ozark 
Coast has helped area families 
since 1988.  They meet weekly at 
noon at JB Hook’s on Business 
54 in Lake Ozark. 

Kiwanis to sponsor 4th annual 
‘Run For The Beach’ in Lake Ozark

of Service
at the Lake!

Lake Rd. 54-56 to Dude Ranch Rd.
19MM Past Grand Glaize Bridge

Osage Beach, MO

573-348-4700

3545 Highway 54  Osage Beach

573-348-3888

Come and Browse Inside 
Our Spacious New Indoor 

Showroom!

Our New Highway 54
Location is Now Open!

Subscriptions
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 COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 

  AdamsAtTheLake.com 
573.302.3630RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 

Adams-Commercial.com
View All Our COMMERCIAL & BUSINESS Listings at: 
  

See our ads in the  
classified section... 

Buying
or Selling?

One
Call...that’s all. 573.374.2100

573.302.3630

Our beautiful restaurant and magnificent lake views are surpassed only by our fabulous food!
The best-kept secret at the Lake!

Dinner Served 5 to 10 p.m. • Happy Hour 4 to 6 p.m. • Closed Sun.-Tues.
Open Wed. - Sat. • Reservations (573) 964-6448

In Bittersweet Place • 4466 Horseshoe Bend Parkway

Ask your mortgage
professional
Short Sale

Many Americans are faced with 
few choices when they lose their 
job.  Many face the reality that 
they may no longer be able to keep 
their home.  Selling their home and 
downsizing is sometimes their only 
option.  But do they have enough 
equity to sell the home with a Real-
tor?  Some homeowners are faced 
with the fact that they cannot sell 
the home with a Realtor because 
they simply do not have enough 
cash to pay the Realtor’s commis-
sion.  Many will try to sell the home 
FSBO (For Sale By Owner) this op-
tion usually takes longer because of 
the limited exposure.  Homeowners 
have limited time available when 
they are faced with the reality they 
can no longer afford their mortgage 
payments.  Bankruptcy or fore-
closure are not your only options.  
You may want to consider a “Short 
Sale”.  Many lenders are willing to 
work with homeowners in an effort 
to reduce their financial loss if at all 
possible.    Foreclosures are costly 
to the lender and they would rather 
take a smaller loss than face the 
foreclosure process with additional 
costs due to legal requirements in 
the foreclosure proceedings.  

When a lender agrees to a short 
sale they will accept less than the 
total amount due on the mortgage.  
It is important to find out from the 
lender the terms and possible nega-
tive ramifications of a short sale.  
Some lenders agree to the short 
sale with little or no negative rami-
fications.  Other lenders will pursue 
the homeowner for the difference in 
the amount owed and the amount 
paid, which can affect your credit.  
Selling your home in a short sale 
will not give you cash in your pocket 
but the IRS may consider the debt 
forgiveness as income.   Make sure 
to find out as much information as 
possible.  An educated consumer is 
the only way to make this transac-
tion beneficial.  

So you are considering a short 
sale what do you need to do?  Call 
the lender and ask for the Real Es-
tate Short Sale department.  Make 

sure you are speaking with some-
one that can make decisions con-
cerning your matter, then explain 
your situation.  You will need to 
provide them with supporting docu-
mentation to support your income, 
assets, and property value.  They 
will also need a hardship letter ex-
plaining your personal and financial 
situation.   If they agree to the short 
sale you still need a buyer.  Now 
is the time to work with a Realtor 
that is familiar with the short sale 
process.  Many lenders want to see 
a Realtor that is willing to negoti-
ate their commissions, after all the 
lender is taking less for the transac-
tion they expect all parties involved 
to make concessions as well.  The 
buyers will need to have all of their 
financing secured in order to make 
the transaction attractive to the 
lender.  The short sale process will 
take longer and additional docu-
mentation may be required from all 
parties involved in the transaction.  

The most important key to a suc-
cessful short sale is working with 
professionals that are familiar with 
the process and requirements of a 
short sale.  The short sale can be a 
benefit to those who are willing to 
take the extra time and effort nec-
essary to make the deal happen. 

If you have questions please 
email them to andrew@yourmort-
gageresources.com

Call Andrew today at 573-317-
1400.  Mortgage HeadQuarters of 
Missouri, Inc. “Your Mortgage Re-
source”

Listen To “The Mortgage Market 
Update” Weekly Radio Show on 
KRMS 1150AM Every Friday Morn-
ing at 8:35am.

Andrew Conner is a Certified 
Mortgage Planning Specialist. 
CMPS®. Specializing in the areas 
of Mortgage Planning, Credit Re-
pair Counseling, Cash Flow Man-
agement, and Real Estate Equity 
Management, utilizing your mort-
gage as a financial instrument to 
achieve your short term and long 
term financial goals.  Less than 1% 
of all Mortgage Originators in the 
USA have this credential. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS
An annual subscription to the Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal insures 
your friends and family are always up to date on what’s happening at the 
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Metro Marble & Granite L.L.C. provides a
complete diverse line of natural stone to meet 

both interior and exterior needs.  Metro Marble 
and Granite has the experience, craftmanship, and 

professionalism you need. 

METRO MARBLE & GRANITE

Call Krissy our designer Today!

5211 Highway 54 • Osage Beach
573-552-0140 • 866-543-2610

Hopefully you were one of the more than 3,100 people who attended the 8th Annual Home & Garden Expo, 
sponsored by the Lake Area Chamber of Commerce and held at the Lodge of Four Seasons Exhibit Hall February 
14-15.  As mother-nature blessed us with sunshine and seasonal temperatures over the weekend, people from 
the Lake Area as well as from all over the state and beyond came out to see what is available in the market.  
Attendees from 112 cities within Missouri as well as ten additional states came through to see what the lat-
est products available for their homes, businesses and outdoor areas are. More than 85 exhibitors filled the 
20,000 feet exhibit hall with incredible displays and offers.  Feedback from exhibitors at the show indicated 
that many people were seriously interested in remodeling or making repairs or upgrades to their homes and/or 
businesses, which was welcome news to everyone. Preliminary planning is already underway for the 9th annual 
event next year.  For more information on the Home & Garden Expo or any other Lake Area Chamber programs 
or events please contact 573/964-1008 or visit www.lakeareachamber.com

The 8th Annual Home & Garden Expo 
goes into the record books as a success!

March 2, 2009, 10:00 a.m.:  
The Newcomers/Longtimers 
Club will have a Community 
Committee meeting at the Cen-
tral Bank Main Branch in Osage 
Beach.  The guest speaker will 
be Sharon Hagan from The Lime 
in the Coconut, a specialty com-
pounding pharmacy located in 
Lake Ozark.  The committee is 
involved in various projects that 
interest or inform the members 
of N/L.  For more information, 
please call Carlene Chubbuck at 
374-9281.  

March 5, 2009, 9:45 a.m.:  The 
Newcomers/Longtimers Club 
will have Cards and Games at 
the Country Club Hotel on Carol 
Road in Lake Ozark.  Cost is $15 
which includes lunch and coffee 
or tea.  The menu includes soup 
(Chef’s Choice), ½ BLT on Sour-
dough Bread, Fruit Compote, 
Lemon Cream Layer Cake, and 
coffee or tea.  For information, 
call Charlotte Perso at 317-0602. 

March 15, 2009:  The New-
comers/Longtimers Club will 
have a social evening with 

spouses and friends at Der Es-
sen Platz, 8 Bridal Cave Rd., 
Camdenton.  Social hour begins 
at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 7:00 
p.m.  The menu is a choice of 
Schnitzel Cordon Bleu w/Spaet-
zle and Red Cabbage or Grouper 
with Lemon Caper Butter with 
Mashed Potato and Vegetable 
of the Day.  For more informa-
tion and reservations, please 
call Donna Kircher at 348-1645 
or Terry Divine at 302-4527 by 
Friday, January 30.  

March 19, 2009: The New-
comers/Longtimers Club will 
hold a Luncheon Meeting at 
Osage National Golf Course 
(The Pavilion), Hwy 54 near the 
Osage River Bridge, Lake Ozark.  
Social Hour begins at 11:00 a.m.; 
business meeting at 11:30 a.m.; 
and luncheon at noon.  The pro-
gram includes presentations 
by the selected charities and a 
Spring gift exchange.   For infor-
mation or reservations, contact 
Analee Hodge at 573.964.6109, 
or analeehodge@charter.net.

Newcomers/Longtimers 
March Calendar of Events
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This is something we 
shouldn’t have to remind 
anyone about and many of 
you will probably think “duh”.  
Within the last few weeks we 
have been called to respond 
to children being left unat-
tended in vehicles.   Both chil-
dren were under one year of 
age.  Currently there are no 
clear cut data bases for sta-
tistic regarding incidents in-
volving children being left in 
vehicles or who are allowed to 

play behind vehicles; howev-
er what has been discovered 
is that at least 900 children 
have died in vehicle related 
incidents, not crashes, since 
2002.  

Some of the horrific cases 
have happened in Missouri. 
During the summer of 2007, 
a 7-month old girl died after 
being left in a sweltering car 
on the Washington Universi-
ty School of Medicine by her 
parents. The busy working 

couple had started a new rou-
tine that day and thought the 
other parent was taking the 
baby to daycare. A few weeks 
later, a baby in Bowling Green, 
Mo., suffered a similar fate. 
The father of a 4-month-old 
girl forgot to take her to day-
care and left her in a hot car 
for at least six hours while he 
was at work.

When we see children in 
sweltering vehicles, we get in-

censed.  Last summer a wom-
an claimed her innocence in 
Osage Beach because she was 
not from this country.  Her 
two children were left in the 
vehicle for an undetermined 
amount of time while she 
went shopping.  The children 
could have easily been injured 
or died due to the rising tem-
peratures within the vehicle if 
it hadn’t been for a passing off 
duty police officer.

When children are left in 
vehicles during the winter 
months, we may tell ourselves 
that they won’t succumb to 
the elements.  What about 
child predators, vehicle thefts, 
carbon monoxide, children 
gaining access to gear shifts 
and electric window controls?  
What would happen if we for-
got our child in the vehicle, as 
occurs in so many reported 
cases? 

In February of 2007 a two 

year old and her 6 year old 
brother were left in a vehicle 
while their mother went to 
work, only for a few minutes, 
to drop off files.  The six year 
old fell to sleep.  The two year 
old escaped from the car seat 
and crawled over the seat next 
to her brother.  As she leaned 
her head out of the window, 
she accidentally put her knee 
on the power window con-
trols.   

How many times have we 
said, “I’m going to just be a 
minute”?  We run into friends 
and talk about common in-
terests or what the hot but-
ton topic is for the day.  That 
minute can easily turn into an 
hour. 

Never leave a child unat-
tended in a vehicle. Not even 
for a minute

• Be sure all occupants 
leave the vehicle when un-
loading. Don’t overlook sleep-

ing babies.
• Always lock your car and 

ensure children do not have 
access to keys or remote entry 
devices. If a child is missing, 
check the car first, including 
the trunk. Teach your children 
that vehicles are never to be 
used as a play area.

• Keep a stuffed animal in 
the car seat, and when the 
child is put in the seat, place 
the animal in the front with 
the driver or place your purse 
or briefcase in the back seat as 
a reminder that you have your 
child in the car.

• Make, “look before you 
leave”, a routine whenever you 
get out of the car.

We take the leaving of chil-
dren in a vehicle, no matter 
what season, very seriously.

Sgt. Arlyne Page
Osage Beach Dept. of Pub-

lic Safety

Nixon budget over the top
Recently, Governor Jay Nixon 

delivered the annual State of the 
State address to the Missouri 
General Assembly, the Missouri 
Supreme Court, Missouri Cabi-
net heads, and to the people of 
our great state.  

This annual address has be-
come the vehicle for a governor 
to outline his vision for Mis-
souri and present the executive 
branch’s budget recommenda-
tions for the next fiscal year.  It 
is also the event that adds defi-
nition to the agenda boundaries 
of each body in the legislature 
and the governor’s office for the 
current session of the General 
Assembly.

Last week the consensus rev-
enue estimate (CRE) was staked 
out at 1% or approximately $7.7 
billion.  The CRE is the amount 
of growth in general revenue 
that the state expects to collect 
in the next fiscal year.  Once 
that number is determined, the 
House and Senate use that num-
ber as the ceiling throughout the 
appropriations process.  

Unlike Congress, we must 
have a balanced budget.  The 
state of Missouri can’t print 
money to satisfy unrestrained 
and politically motivated spend-
ing habits.  To have a balanced 
budget, the General Assembly 
and the governor’s office must 
build a state budget at or, prefer-
ably, below that target.

Governor Nixon’s budget pro-

Senate view with Chuck PurgasonCop’s Corner ‘Just a reminder’

The Camdenton Area Chamber of Commerce recently held a ribbon cut-
ting to celebrate the Grand Opening of the new First National Bank Cam-
denton branch at 1335 East US Highway 54 in Camdenton. First National 
has been in business since 1905, has branch offices throughout the Lake 
area, and is still home-owned and operated.  To reach the new branch 
office on East Highway 54 call 573-317-9317. Participating in the rib-
bon cutting: First National Bank staff included  Richard Goins, Clayton 
Rogers, Alan West, Branch Manager Dale Wilkerson (with scissors), Kayla 
Shadel, Carol Gideon, Donna Smith, Karen Lynch, Amy Hadfield, Erin Cole-
man, Jimmy Laughlin and Andrea Kendziorski.  Others include, Little Miss 
Dogwood Kelsey Farris; Junior Miss Dogwood, Brook Farris;  Jo McElwee, 
Camden County Circuit Clerk; and Bruce Mitchell, Camdenton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
An annual subscription to the Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal insures 
your friends and family are always up to date on what’s happening at the 
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Nixon budget over the top
Recently, Governor Jay Nixon 

delivered the annual State of the 
State address to the Missouri 
General Assembly, the Missouri 
Supreme Court, Missouri Cabi-
net heads, and to the people of 
our great state.  

This annual address has be-
come the vehicle for a governor 
to outline his vision for Mis-
souri and present the executive 
branch’s budget recommenda-
tions for the next fiscal year.  It 
is also the event that adds defi-
nition to the agenda boundaries 
of each body in the legislature 
and the governor’s office for the 
current session of the General 
Assembly.

Last week the consensus rev-
enue estimate (CRE) was staked 
out at 1% or approximately $7.7 
billion.  The CRE is the amount 
of growth in general revenue 
that the state expects to collect 
in the next fiscal year.  Once 
that number is determined, the 
House and Senate use that num-
ber as the ceiling throughout the 
appropriations process.  

Unlike Congress, we must 
have a balanced budget.  The 
state of Missouri can’t print 
money to satisfy unrestrained 
and politically motivated spend-
ing habits.  To have a balanced 
budget, the General Assembly 
and the governor’s office must 
build a state budget at or, prefer-
ably, below that target.

Governor Nixon’s budget pro-

posal would spend $8.8 billion 
of general revenue, a number 
that exceeds the agreed upon 
CRE by $1.1 billion, or 14% - this 
is not a balanced budget pro-
posal.  The governor would pay 
for these excessive increases 
with federal “stimulus” money, 
which I contend is federal “de-
pendence” money, that Missouri 
is expected to receive which is 
about $809 million.

After four years of fiscal dis-
cipline, a budget is now being 
proposed that relies on signifi-
cant one-time monies that may 
or may not materialize.  Our 
budget difficulties earlier this 
decade stemmed from uncon-
trolled spending that relied on 
one-time monies.  This can’t be 
done, but politicians are often 
afraid of making the difficult de-
cisions that require discipline, 
because they fear unpopularity.  
The disciplined decisions of the 
past four years have put Mis-
souri in better financial position 
to weather this economic down-
turn than most states.

All budget bills must origi-
nate in the Missouri House.  The 
Senate won’t actually receive the 
bills to start working on them 
until probably early April.  For 
the moment, the Missouri House 
has pounded its first stake in the 
ground.  We will not balance our 
state budget on monies that may 
or may not come in the mail - we 
refuse to rely on a federal wel-
fare check to meet the needs of 

our state.  It may be considered 
good politics by some, but it is 
lousy fiscal policy.  We can’t allow 
the federal “stimulus” to lead us 
down the path to ever more fed-
eral dependency.

How out of touch with our 
existing economic situation can 
we be to accept a budget that 
requires a 14% increase in eco-
nomic growth knowing that we 
average 3.5% growth in Missouri 
in typical years?  

This is a time for restraint, a 
time to prioritize, and a time to 
drive efficiencies into the state 
bureaucracy.  It is a time to shed 
the hindrances that hold back 
innovation and invention, a 
time to empower Missourians to 
build dreams, not sustain them 
where they are.

This is a time when doing 
what is right is far more impor-
tant that doing what is popular, 
because what is right is not al-
ways popular and what is popu-
lar is not always right.

It seems to be the philosophy 
of the federal government that 
when your bucket is leaking, in-
stead of fixing it, just keep pour-
ing water in it and pray for rain.

As always, I appreciate hear-
ing your comments, opinions 
and concerns.  I can be reached 
in Jefferson City at (573)751-
1882, e-mail to chuck.purgas-
on@senate.mo.gov or regular 
mail at Missouri Senate, State 
Capitol, Room 420, Jefferson 
City, MO 65101.

Senate view with Chuck Purgason

John Albright of Camdenton Optimist Club presents a check for refurbish-
ing the Optimist sponsored room at CADV Shelter to Angela Fiene, Legal 
Program Coordinator.  Ms Fiene also told of the upcoming Chili for Char-
ity Cook-Off to be held 11:00am-5:00pm on March 7th at Osage Beach 
Elks Club.  Optimists meet at noon on Mondays at CJ;s Restaurant

Larry Webb, Park Naturalist with Missouri Department of Natural Re-
sources, is introduced to Camdenton Optimist Club by Dale Wilkerson, 
Proram Chairman.  He told of the saving of Biodiversity by proper man-
agement of wildlife and plants at Ha Ha Tonka State Park.  Optimists 
meet at noon on Mondays at CJ’s Restaurant.

The Camdenton Area Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed The 
Ozark Pet Nanny as a new Chamber member.  Owner, Karen Salaway 
was a veterinary technician for 8 years. Call 573-317-0699 for rates and 
reservations. Participating in the ribbon cutting:: Laura Wright, Camden-
ton Police Chief; Tracey Broswell, Central Bank of Lake of the Ozarks; Jo 
McElwee, Camden County Circuit Clerk; Libby West, Owner; Charli Allee, 
Amy Hadfield, and Alan West, First National Bank;  Owner, Karen Salaway 
[with scissors]; and Christy Dulle, Staff; and Bruce Mitchell, Camdenton 
Area Chamber of Commerce.
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AmerenUE says the current 
lower water levels at Missouri’s 
Lake of the Ozarks are a result of 
normal winter operations at Ba-
gnell Dam to provide increased 
water storage capacity for flood 
control during the spring rainy 
season.  The company reminds 
property owners that they 
should take appropriate mea-
sures to protect their docks from 
the lower water levels and other 
winter conditions that routinely 
occur at this time of year.

Subject to changing weather 
conditions and the demand 
for electric power, UE says it 
expects the lake to reach its 
seasonal low of 654 feet (above 
sea level) by early March and 
then remain around that level 
until April, when operators at 
the dam will begin allowing the 
level to rise again.  UE adds that 
it expects the lake level to be 
near full pool of 660 feet again 
by Memorial Day weekend—the 

traditional start of the summer 
boating season.

UE provides a recording of 
lake level information—updat-
ed daily on weekdays—at (573) 
365-9205.  In addition, hourly 
information is now available on 
the Ameren Web site by visiting 
www.ameren.com/LakeOzarks 
and clicking on “Lake of the 
Ozarks Operational Data.”

To minimize the effects of 
lower lake levels and other win-
ter conditions, UE offers the fol-
lowing tips for dock owners:

• Disconnect hinges linking 
docks and seawalls or piers to 
allow the entire structures to fol-
low the water level down.

• Lengthen cables to permit 
docks to drop as the lake level 
drops.

• Dock owners with sliding 
ramps or other adjustable con-
nections may push their dock 
farther into the lake as long as 
the dock does not create a haz-

ard to navigation.
• During any absences from 

the property, ask nearby neigh-
bors to watch the dock or re-
tain a local boat dealer or dock 
builder to care for the property 
during the winter season.

• Use “bubblers” or other an-
ti-icing devices to help protect 
docks from ice damage.

UE also reminds the public 
that water releases from Bag-
nell Dam into the Osage River 
can occur at any time.  Prior to 
releases starting, a warning si-
ren is sounded.  These releases 
can result in swift currents and 
rapidly rising levels in the Osage 
River.

AmerenUE, a subsidiary of 
St. Louis-based Ameren Corpo-
ration, serves 1.2 million electric 
and 127,000 natural gas custom-
ers over a 24,000-square-mile 
area covering north, central and 
eastern Missouri.

AmerenUE says low lake levels are due 
to normal winter drawdown; advises 
dock owners to take precautions Conflict is part of life. We 

face it in the workplace and at 
home. Nobody likes dealing 
with conflict and many people 
are unskilled when it comes to 
handling it effectively. Ignored, 
conflict escalates and negatively 
impacts both a company’s bot-
tom line and our quality of life 
at home.

Discover the one crucial 
question you need to ask when 
you face a conflict and take away 
6 key things that will help you 
manage that conflict more ef-
fectively. Join Jennie Ayers, cer-
tified coach and Principal with 
Challenge It Now, a leadership 
development company, at the 
Heart of the Ozarks chapter of 
Business and Professional Wom-
en on Wednesday, March 4, 2009 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 

City Grill. If you’ve ever experi-
enced a conflict and wished you 
had handled it differently, take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
learn how to approach conflict 
in a more positive way.

For further information, con-
tact Melissa Carroll at (573) 280-
9792. To make reservations, con-
tact Michelle Cook at mcook@
lakeareachamber.com or (573) 
964-1008. Cost for the meeting, 
which includes lunch, is only 
$10.00.

The mission of the Heart of 
the Ozarks chapter of Business 
and Professional Women is to 
enhance women’s lives profes-
sionally, politically and person-
ally. If you’d like to meet other 
professional women here in 
the Lake Area, please join us on 
March 4, 2009 at City Grill.

Handling Conflict: How 
to Do It Effectively

Susan Ebling of The Ebling 
Group, RE/MAX Lake of the 
Ozarks has been selected to 
serve on the Missouri Asso-
ciation of REALTORS Statewide 
Professional Standards Com-
mittee for a three year term.  
“This will be my third, 3-year 
term in a row, so I have been 
blessed to have been able to 
help our statewide membership 
solve ethical complaints for al-
most eight years now.  I consider 
it an honor and a great learning 
experience.”  Susan serves on 
the Grievance panel, which re-
views complaints made against 
REALTORS and decides based 
on the facts presented whether 
or not to pass them onto the 
next panel for a hearing.  “What 

I do is very similar to a grand 
jury, we are the first step in the 
hearing process.” For additional 
information about the Com-
mittee, please contact MAR at 
1-800-403-0101.  

Ebling selected for committee

John Cunningham of Glen-
cove Marine recently completed 
the course work required to be-
come a Certified Volvo Penta IPS 
Sales Professional.

The three-part course cov-
ered a wide variety of topics, in-
cluding an in-depth training on 
the Volvo Penta IPS technology, 
demonstrating the Volvo Penta 
IPS to customers, customer re-
lations, and more.

John Cunningham is a sales 
professional at Glencove Ma-
rine’s Hwy. 54 Showroom in 
Osage Beach, MO.  He currently 

resides in Osage Beach.

Cunningham receives IPS 
training, certification

Clark Chrysler Dodge
1358 N. Highway 5  •  Camdenton 65020 

5-Star Award Winning Service Department • Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5 pm

800-346-0703 • 573-346-2293

2005 Durango SLT, 3rd Row DVD
4X4 $8750

2008 Dodge Durango SLT 1 Owner Moon 
Roof 4X4, 9,000 Miles $19,900

‘08 Chrysler Sebring Conv. Alloy Wheels 
Power Everything Grey Int. $13,700

2004 Dodge Caravan SXT, 56,000 Miles Clean 
 Owner $8300 Must Sell 573-480-4055
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Cunningham receives IPS 
training, certification

Glencove Marine is pleased 
to announce Steve Lemens as 
the January Salesman of the 
Month.

Lemens is a Formula and 
Sea-Doo sales representative 
at Glencove Marine’s 3mm lo-
cation off Carol Road in Lake 
Ozark.  He has been a Mer-
cruiser master mechanic and 
Formula boat salesman for over 
30 years, and with Glencove for 
more than 20 years.  He is a cer-
tified 100 ton Coast Guard Cap-
tain.  

Lemens also serves as the 
‘Head Elf’ for the local Lake 
Ozark Christmas Caravan and 
Lake Ozark Christmas Pa-
rades, serving as the chauffeur 
for Santa Claus each year.  He 

also actively participates in the 
Horseshoe Bend District Adopt-
A-Road Program.

Lemens resides in Sunrise 
Beach with his wife, Pat Lemens, 
service writer at Glencove Yacht 
Club Marina.

Lemens January Glencove 
Salesman of the Month 

If one measures success NOT 
by how much you make, but 
by how much you give, Hope 
House has just had its most suc-
cessful year.  In the year 2008 
Hope House has been able to 
help a record number of fami-
lies in need with emergency 
aid, food and clothing.  In 2008 
a total of 2,984 grocery carts of 
food were given to 3,317 families 
– feeding a total of 9,143 people.  
This was accomplished because 
of the generosity of our partner 
churches, local businesses, ser-
vice organizations and countless 
individuals who have made do-
nations of food, clothing/house-

hold items, cash and the gift of 
themselves in volunteering their 
time to work at Hope House.  

Thank you to this wonder-
ful community of Lake of the 
Ozarks for the many ways you 
have helped Hope House help 
those in need.  We look forward 
to partnering with you in this 
New Year as we continue the 
good work of helping others in 
our community.

Volunteers are always needed 
to work in the Food Pantry and 
Thrift Store.  If you are interest-
ed in helping, please call Hope 
House at 365-0099 and ask for 
Cheryl.

Hope house says thank 
you to the community

The Lake Area Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed new member 
John Beal Inc. with a ribbon cutting. Now with a branch office at the lake 
area. For more information call 800/NEW ROOF or 573-392-8881 or visit 
www.johnbealroofing.com. Pictured along with Chamber Active Volun-
teer Ambassadors from left to right are:  Trish Creach, Executive Director 
Lake Area Chamber; Ben London, Branch Manger; Mike Lumetta, Com-
mercial Roofing Project Planner; Robin Evers, Lake Area Chamber Board 
President; and John Reidler, Division Manager.

Premier Bank promotes Randi L. Murphy
Robert Kucsik, President of 

the Lake Market and Arlene Vo-
gel, Senior Vice President, Retail 
Banking Manager, are pleased 
to announce the promotion of 
Randi L. Murphy to Banking 
Center Manager. Murphy is re-
sponsible for assisting with the 
overall management and super-
vision of the Personal Bankers 
and Tellers for the Osage Beach 
Center, as well as generating 
customer account relationships. 
She joined Premier Bank in Au-
gust 2007 as a Personal Banker 
and was promoted in April of 
2008 to Credit Analyst. Murphy 

has over five years of banking 
experience.  

Murphy received a B.S. in 
Finance from Missouri State 
University in Springfield. She 
is a member of the Lake Ozark 
Daybreak Rotary. Murphy and 
her husband Bill reside in Linn 
Creek.

Premier Bank currently oper-
ates thirteen Banking Centers in 
Jefferson City; Columbia; Osage 
Beach; St. Charles; St. Peters; 
Lake Saint Louis; Chesterfield; 
Fairview Heights, Illinois; and 
Grapevine, Texas. As of February 
1, 2009, Premier Bank has 270 

employees and $1.5 billion in 
total assets.

by Nancy Hogland
In the future, another housing 

choice will be available to Lake-
area empty nesters 62 years of 
age and older who would like 
to live in a community of their 
peers.

The St. Louis-based developer 
Gundaker Commercial Group 
has gained approved from the 
Lake Ozark Board of Aldermen to 
move forward with construction 
of Beacon Pointe Villas, a senior 
housing development on the 
Northshore.  

The complex, to be built on 34 
acres off Highway W, will consist 
of 78 one-story senior villas as 
well as a clubhouse. According 
to the plans, the development 
will include a mix of one and 
two-bedroom, one-bath units. 
The two-bedroom, 792-square-
foot units will rent for $550 per 

month.
Gregory Lee, senior vice presi-

dent of Asset Management for 
the firm, said his group is cur-
rently in the process of securing 
financing for the project. Once 
that is completed, work will be-
gin.

“We’ll be building in two 
phases. The first phase will in-
clude 42 villas; 36 villas as well as 
a small, cabana-style clubhouse 
with storage and an office will be 
included in the second,” he said, 
adding that typically they experi-
enced an 18-month lag between 
completion of the first phase and 
start up of the second.

“As the baby boomer popula-
tion grays, we believe there will 
be a greater need for develop-
ments of this type – places where 
people can live without worrying 
about taking care of lawns and 

doing building maintenance. 
These will be nice units set in 
beautiful surroundings so se-
niors will be able to enjoy living 
at the Lake without the worries,” 
Lee told the Lake Ozark alder-
men when he requested the re-
zoning needed for the develop-
ment.

In 2007, the over-65 popula-
tion of Miller County was esti-
mated at 15.5 percent; Camden 
County reported 19.7 percent of 
its population consists of seniors 
65 and older. Both figures are up 
slightly over 2000 and are sub-
stantially higher than the rest of 
the nation which reported a 65-
plus population of 12.4 percent.

The Gundaker Commercial 
Group is also set to begin work 
on $7.5 million senior apartment 
complex called Wingate Manor 
in St. Louis’ metro-east area.

Senior housing complex to 
be built in Lake Ozark
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We’ve done lists like these in 
the past, outlining the programs 
every new computer ‘should 
have’ been shipped with but 
didn’t. But times change and 
programs come and go. There 
are some new entries in the list 
and some that you will recog-
nize.

Foxit PDF Reader – If you don’t 
want to shell out hundreds to be 
able to work with Adobe’s PDF 
format, and find their free read-
er program too slow and pro-
cessor intensive, Foxit is for you. 
This free PDF reader is easy on 
system resources and launches 
much faster than its Adobe 
counterpart. You’ll still have 
access to text extract and com-
ment annotation. The ‘profes-
sional’ version of the program 

adds advanced editing tools like 
Acrobat, but is just $40. http://
www.foxitsoftware.com.

Copernic Desktop Search – 
There are a few good search tools 
out there to replace the slow and 
aged XP built-in search func-
tion. Windows Vista features a 
bit more useful search feature, 
but its indexing can be taxing on 
some systems. Copernic is one 

search for it all, desktop, disks, 
web pages, email messages, of-
fice documents, you name it. 
Powerful and lightweight. The 
‘pro” $50 version adds features. 
http://www.copernic.com

OpenOffice 3.0 – This is one 
we might not have to include. 
The word is out that Sun’s Ope-
nOffice suite is absolutely free, 
open source and a contender to 
take away the office productiv-
ity crown from Micosoft’s Office. 
It includes all the toys—a word 
processor, spreadsheet and pre-
sentation software that is com-
patible with MS’s files. www.
openoffice.org

Notepad++ - An easy to use 
free application that is a real 
wonder if you do any kind of 
web work. It supports HTML to 

Java—and 40+ other languag-
es for the internet. It features 
clear syntax highlighting and 
auto-completion for common 
elements, tabbed documents 
and plug-in support. And, it 
does text. http://notepad-plus.
sourceforge.net/uk/site.htm

Malwarebytes Anti-Malware 
– Almost all of us will pick up 
some malware—no, not a vi-

rus—malware is simply stuff 
you’d rather not have, some of 
it malevolent. To complement 
your antivirus program try this 
effective anti-malware pro-
gram—for free. (you do use An-
tiVir [http://www.free-av.com/] 
or AVG Free AntiVirus [http://
free.avg.com/homepage-appf8] 
don’t you?). http://www.mal-
warebytes.org/mbam.php

Picasa – Simply, a wonderful 
free alternative to managing, 
editing and maintaining your 
photo library. It has advanced 
tools for editing and correcting 
the photos you have, plus—it 
can work on copies and keep 
your originals untouched. 
http://picasa.google.com

Foobar – If you dislike the 
heavy menus and long loading 
times of iTunes, and hav moved 
on past WinAmp—maybe Foo-
bar is the one you are looking 
for. This free, open source play-
er has a customizable interface 
and supports many formats 
including OGG, Flac, AAC, wav, 
mp3 and more. http://www.
foobar2000.org/

Secunia PSI – This is one that’s 
worth a look. Lots of the pro-
grams that we use on our com-
puters everyday have ‘holes’ in 
them—bugs that hackers can 
exploit in order to gain access 
to your PC. Secunia’s Personal 
Software Inspector takes a look 
at the software you have on your 
computer and recommends 
updates and replacements for 
those with security leaks. Free, 
and easy to use. http://secunia.
com/vulnerability_scanning/
personal/

Advanced System Care – 
Amazing free computer toolkit 
to clean up the registry, defrag-
ment the drives, check for mal-
ware and optimize your com-
puter. This program does things 
that others charge $50+ for. 
http://www.iobit.com/

Other notables: 
Audacity -
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
Z-Zip extractor - http://www.7-zip.org/
Gimp photo editor -
http://www.gimp.org/
Boxee tv online -
http://www.boxee.tv/
Tinyspell spell checker -
http://www.tinyspell.m6.net/
Recuva – file recovery -
http://www.recuva.com/
Firefox internet browser -
mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/
Thunderbird email program -
mozilla.com/en-US/thunderbird/

‘Should Have’ applications for PCs

Foxit PDF Reader 

Copernic Desktop Search

Lynn Farrell, Broker and Of-
ficer of John Farrell Real Estate 
Company in Osage Beach was 
recently appointed a NAR Fed-
eral Political Coordinator of the 
111th Congress.  She will play a 
critical role in the National As-
sociation of REALTORS grass-
roots program.  Farrell will be 
the face of real estate from Mis-
souri’s District 9, communicat-
ing with Blaine Luetkemeyer, 

U S Representative, on current 
issues of the real estate industry 
and homeowners across the na-
tion.  Farrell’s term will run for 
two years and will coincide with 
the Congressional term.  She is 
excited about having an active, 
hands-on role with Luetkemey-
er and feels it is another way she 
can give back to her community, 
the district and the industry.

Lynn Farrell appointed NAR 
Federal Political Coordinator  

Reece & Nichols Alliance, Inc. recently held their annual awards luncheon. 
From the lake office, Reece & Nichols Lake Ozark Real Estate, Janelle, 
Odell, Linda Brockman, Connie Wardenburg, Terry Geissel and Lew Geis-
sel attended.  The were presented their awards for increasing their sales 
volume in 2008 over 2007.   Reece & Nichols Lake Ozark Real Estate in an 
independently owned and operated member of the Reece & Nichols Alli-
ance, Inc. out of Kansas City.

573-348-1440
• Copiers • Printers • Supplies

• Furniture • Service
Quality Office Solutions Since 1982
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ON THE BOAT •  IN THE CAR • AT HOME • AT WORK • ON THE WEB

THE MUSIC YOU WANT • 24 HOURS A DAY!

Progressive architecture the hallmark of Pellham Phillips
By Michael Gillespie
Along with its natural beauty, 

the Ozarks region is also home 
to several prominent compa-
nies representing a diverse 
range of professional skills. 
One of these is Pellham Phillips 
Architects Engineers. Based in 
Springfield, Missouri, the firm 
has emerged as a leader in pro-
gressive commercial design.

Since 1979, when Larry Phil-
lips teamed up with Galen 
Pellham to form the company, 
Pellham Phillips has designed 
scores of structures ranging 
from churches to schools to 
theaters and sports facilities, 
and from industrial to retail 
to hotel and civic buildings. 
The firm’s projects span from 
coast to coast. Among their 
more recently famous design 
accomplishments was the Pal-
ace Theater in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, where one of 
the presidential debates took 
place.

“Down here, and even at 
the Lake, most people haven’t 
heard of us,” says the firm’s 
marketing director, Brad Parke. 

“But if you would make a list 
of the top twelve landmarks in 
the region, Pellham Phillips has 
designed most of them. The 
impact that we’ve made on the 
community is pretty huge. Ours 
is a fully integrated firm in that 
we have engineers, architects, 
and interior designers working 
side by side.”

In the immediate Lake area, 
Pellham Phillips is the architec-
tural and engineering team be-
hind the planned John Q. Ham-
mons’ Chateau on the Lake at 
Osage Beach.

“That’s a big project,” says 
Larry Phillips, the company’s 
principal engineer. “Mr. Ham-
mons bought that land three or 
four years ago, and he wanted 
to build a facility that was simi-
lar to the Chateau that he’s got 
at Branson — only he wanted 
it to be much grander, and be 
the nicest facility in the Lake 
of the Ozarks region.” Phil-
lips explains that the success 
of Hammons’ upscale hotels 
around the country is due in 
large measure to the inclusion 
of first-class convention facili-

ties at those sites. Several of the 
facilities were designed by Pell-
ham Phillips.

The Hammons’ Lake of the 
Ozark project already has un-
dergone significant changes 

on the drawing board. Origi-
nally planned as a nine story 

continues on the back page

Larry Phillips, principal engineer, at Hammons Field in Springfield. Pellham Phillips designed the stadium.
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Former State Treasurer Sarah 
Steelman said that she’s lean-
ing toward running for the U.S. 
Senate, making it increasingly 
likely that Republicans will have 
a top-of-the-ticket primary for 
the second straight election.

Steelman’s entry into the race 
would set up a 2010 showdown 
with Republican Rep. Roy Blunt, 
who announced his Senate can-
didacy.

Blunt was a predominant 
presence at the state GOP’s an-
nual Lincoln Days conference 
in Kansas City, jumping from 
one speaking engagement to 
another while basking in the 
praise of incumbent Sen. Kit 
Bond and various other office-
holders. Many attendees wore 
stickers proclaiming: “Roy Blunt 
U.S. Senate.”

By contrast, Steelman nei-
ther was invited nor did she 
ask to speak at the conference. 
There were no Steelman cam-
paign stickers nor signs and no 
Steelman hospitality suite for 
the guests. Instead, Steelman 
kept a low profile while visiting 
with Republicans outside the 
formal events.

After Bond announced in 
January that he would not seek 
election to a fifth term, Blunt 
moved quickly to position him-
self as a contender and Steel-
man said she also was consider-
ing the race. Asked if she would 
run for Senate, Steelman said: 
“I’m leaning towards it.”

Democratic Secretary of 
State Robin Carnahan already 
has announced her Senate can-
didacy and so far does not have 
any serious Democratic chal-
lengers.

Republican leaders would 
like to avoid a potentially costly 
and nasty primary that they fear 
could weaken their victor dur-
ing a general election campaign 
for Missouri’s highly targeted 
Senate seat. Democrats see it as 
one of their best shots to pick 
up the one seat necessary to 
give them a 60-vote, filibuster-
proof majority in the Senate.

Steelman seems prepared 
to wage a similar campaign 
against Blunt, who has been in 
Congress since 1997 and just 
recently stepped down from 
his Republican leadership role 
as House minority whip. She 
called him a “big-spending Re-
publican,” adding: “The public 
is sick and tired of Washington 

experience.”
Blunt highlighted his expe-

rience in Congress while also 
denouncing the federal govern-
ment’s spending, specifically 
deriding the $787 billion federal 
stimulus law.

In a speech to the Missouri 
Republican State Committee, 
Blunt set his sights not on Steel-
man but on Carnahan, who also 
has criticized Blunt’s tenure in 
Washington. Blunt challenged 
Carnahan to appear with him 
on three televised issue forums.

“I’ll go anywhere, anytime 
and talk as long as Robin Carna-
han wants to about any topic,” 
Blunt said.

Carnahan spokesman Tony 
Wyche dismissed the challenge 
as a stunt.

“Roy Blunt probably needs 
to worry more about debating 
with his likely primary oppo-
nent than in playing political 
games 20 months out from an 
election,” Wyche said.

It’s that potential for Repub-
lican senatorial debates--and 
negative TV ads--that many 
Republicans would prefer to 
avoid.

Livingston County Republi-
can Committee Chairwoman 
Louise Reasoner wore both a 
Blunt lapel pin and campaign 
sticker to Saturday’s Republican 
conference, but she said she 
also has supported Steelman’s 
previous statewide campaigns.

If Steelman enters the race, 
“I’d just have to give it some 
really careful consideration,” 
said Reasoner, a retired public 
school administrator and goat 
rancher.

“She is not a Washington in-
sider and, of course, Blunt is,” 
Reasoner said. But “Blunt has 
performed very well in his lead-
ership roles in the House, and 
she’d have a lot to learn.”

Among those caught in the 
middle is former Republican 
Sen. Jim Talent, who also pon-
dered the Senate race before 
opting against it. Talent wants 
a unified party and plans to en-
dorse no one in a potential Re-
publican primary.

“They’re both friends of 
mine. I think they both put on 
a good race,” Talent said. But “I 
think a primary would be very 
difficult and that they need to 
try to work it out. I hope they 
do.” 

Steelman may run for 
U.S. Senate in 2010

Cops on Top raises nearly $5K for 
Special Olympics in 12 hours

On top of the sandwich shop in front of the Osage Beach Hy-Vee, staff members from Mix 92.7 FM radio 
joined officers from the Osage Beach Department of Public safety for another successful Cops On Top event, 
marking the warmup to the Polar Bear Plunge weekend. The total amount raised in 12 hours was $4,831.36!  
Sue Stegeman with Missouri Special Olympics said, “Which is awesome.  Many people and business came to 
HyVee Gas to donate.  Mix 92.7 DJ’s Mike, Jeff and Jim participated in the event. Jeff lost a Super Bowl bet and 
had to appear for 4 hours in pink pajamas.” Adding, “We do have pictures.”

In all, Susan said about 8 representatives from Osage Beach DPS participated in the 8th annual event. 
“It officially kicks off the 2009 Plunge season, the annual fundraising event for Special Olympics Missouri.” 

she concluded.

3/7 – Steak Night $18.95/per person
3/12 – Pizza-Palozza 

3/14 – All you can eat Ribs $18.95
3/17 – St. Patty’s Irish Buffet $10.95

3/21 – All you can eat Crab Legs $21.95
3/26 – South of the Border Night $11.95

 3/27 – Fish Fry $10.95    
3/28 – Lobster Fest $27.95

Easter Brunch – Make your reservations now!

The Trophy Room
at Old Kinderhook

573-317-3560
Lake Road 54-80 - Camdenton
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ITEMS FOR SALE:
Rocker, $40.00, queens:  
headboard/frame/enclosed chest/
night table, waterbed/mirrored 
headboard/drawers under, 14” 
Chevy wheel, antiques, electric 
hosp. bed/chair, weathered land-
scaping stones & more.  573-369-
3501.
FOR SALE used & slightly dam-
aged office furniture at 50%-70% 
off retail. Osage Office Products 
573-348-1440 Hwy. 54 -24 Osage 
Beach.
USED COPIERS - color printers In 
House Leasing and Service - Osage 
Office Products 573-348-1440 Hwy. 
54-24 Osage Beach.
BOATS FOR SALE
2002 Carver 53 Voyager-Twin 
Cummins Diesels, 230 Hours, Call for 
details 573-216-0288 or visit www.
simplycruisers.com
2006 Four Winns 378 Vista- 
Loaded with options, Twin Merc 8.1, 
200 hours Call for more details 573-
216-0288 or visit www.simplycruis-
ers.com
1998 Sea Ray 310 Sundanc-
er-Very Clean, well maintained, 
Twin Merc 5.1L, $68,900 Call for 
more details 573-216-0288 or visit 
www.simplycruisers.com
2006 Sea Ray 380 Sundanc-
er-Twin Merc 8.1L HO, 204 hours, 
will consider trade, $259,900 Call 
573-216-0288 or visit www.simply-
cruisers.com
2003 Sea Ray 340 Sundanc-
er- Super Clean, Twin Merc 496 
Mags, 244 hours, Call 573-216-
0288 or visit www.simplycruisers.
com for more details
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Well-maintained 1-BR 
Apartments in small, quiet 
apartment building. Some units 
without steps. Nice and clean with 
new carpet and paint. Laundry facil-
ity on-site. Convenient location for 
easy commute to Eldon, Eugene, Jef-

ferson City, and Lake Area. UTILITIES 
INCLUDED! $400/month + deposit. 
1-year lease and references required. 
No Pets. Call Angel at 392-2049 or 
280-4776 between 8am-8pm.
REAL ESTATE RESIDENTIAL
2940 Bagnell Dam Blvd., Lake 
Ozark,  Longstanding (Deere Fam-
ily) residential landmark home on 
3.36+/- acres with 583’ of High-
way Frontage. Home has no value, 
the real estate is C-2 Development 
ground with tremendous lake view. 
High Traffic Location, well suited 
for Restaurant, Retail, Offices, Small 
Strip Center. City Sewer and Wa-
ter with easy in and out access. 
MLS#3058018 $899,500  Call C. 
Michael Elliott, Gattermeir Elliott 
Real Estate @280-0170 or 1-877-
365-cme1 
FSBO: Move to Lake of the 
Ozarks.  Buy 3 acres or more, 6/10 
minutes to:  Osage Beach shopping 
malls, schools, hospital, churches & 
fun.  Partial trading for:  general con-
struction/landclearing work, lake-
front properties or ???  Save cash, 
pool resources & skills with friends.  
573-369-3501. 
FSBO:  8.5 acres, highway 
frontage, with dolomite building 
stone quarry.  6 minutes to Osage 
Beach.  Partial trades for: general 
construction work, lake front prop-
erty or ???  Also, 14’x70’ and 24’ 
x 60’ needing TLC.  573-369-3501.
Just $79,000! Bldg. 24-Unit 3A 
E. Casa Del Rio, FSRCC, Four Sea-
sons Racquet & Country Club Top 
Floor End Unit in premier building 
location, 1650 SF, 2BR/2BA, needs 
carpet & paint, Jetted tub & separate 
shower in master bedroom, wood 
burning fireplace w/lovely mantle, 
lots of closets & storage. Southern 
exposure w/huge view,  Assessments 
buy an abundance of amenities, visit 
www.yourlake.com for viewing and 
links to all amenities. MLS#3057595 
$79,000 Call C. Michael Elliott, Gat-

termeir Elliott Real Estate @280-
0170 or 1-877-365-cme1
Lakeview property with un-
developed lakefront. Major 
highway exposure. Zoned B-2. Ap-
proved dock permit. Details and 
pictures can be viewed at www.ss-
lakevision.com (866) 300-9844

New Upscale Energy Effi-
cient Villa!  4331 Sunset Drive, 
Osage Beach, New Construction 
with a $6,500 allowance for carpet 
and appliances. 2880 SF with 580 SF 
unfinished walk-out, 3 BR/ 2.5 BA, 
fireplace, master suite w/ whirlpool 
soaking tub & tiled frameless show-
er , rope lighting under toe kick, & 
double vanity w/cultured marble top. 
Main Level Living, vaulted ceilings,  
rope lighting above Schrock maple 
cabinets & granite countertops. 
Tilt-thermal windows, sliding patio 
doors w/full temp. insulated glass. 
R-30 Blown, R-19 on LL & R-13 in 
main,  MLS# 3056247 $228,000 
Call C. Michael Elliott, Gattermeir 
Elliott Real Estate @280-0170 or 
1-877-365-cme1

Soaring Bluff View: Great 3 
bed/2.5 bath home located on D 
Road. Beautifully updated with a 
panoramic view of the Osage River! 
$192,500  Call Bobbi Bash Realty 
for details  877-365-2622
Walkin level Condo: great 
walkin 3/2 bath unit at Park Place 
Condo, furnished and has 12x30 
slip! $172,500  Call Bobbi Bash Re-
alty for details  877-365-2622
REAL ESTATE FOR LEASE
FOR LEASE: RETAIL/OFFICE 
SPACE.  Located in Laurie Landing 
of Corporate Woods Business Park.  
1,250 sqft of open finished space in 
retail/office strip center.  Will finish 
to suit. Bruce Adams (573) 216-
4690.  Adams & Associates-RE/MAX 
Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.  
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

REAL ESTATE COMMERCIAL
FLAT! COMMERCIAL LOTS HWY 
5, GREENVIEW  On site utilities, 
graded/build-ready. Great location 
north of Hwy 5 & 7 Highway close to 
Camdenton, MO, 377 ft Hwy 5 road 
front. +/- 3 acres.  Perfect for strip 
center, hotel or any large complex.  
Owners will consider subdividing or 
pad site for anchor tenant. Tell me 
what you need.  $389,900. MLS# 
3040348.  Also approx 6 acres avail-
able adjacent to this location with 
utilities $119,900 MLS#3040351.  
Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690.  Ad-
ams & Associates-RE/MAX Lake of 
the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.  www.
Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR SALE: LAKEFRONT MARINA 
& C-STORE:  INCOME PRODUC-
ING lakefront business with great 
potential at the 66MM.  Well popu-
lated community with both full time 
& weekend residents.  Currently 
operating as a C-store with liquor 
sales, gas dock/marina, snack/
sandwich shop with bar, slip rental 
& boat storage. 225’ of LEVEL lake-
front with deep water & almost 4 
acres. Can easily be operated as-is or 
plenty of room to expand. Adjacent 
residence also available for add’l $.  
MLS# 3040353.  Bruce Adams (573) 
216-4690.  Adams & Associates-RE/
MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-
3630.  www.Adams-Commercial.
com.
FOR SALE: RETAIL/OFFICE STRIP 
CENTER  Laurie Landing.  Great 
location in Corporate Woods busi-
ness center. 5 units/totaling  7250 
sq. ft. quality construction, great 
parking, front & back access.   Low 
maintenance.  Good tenants in 
place.  $479,900.  MLS # 3040358.  
Adjacent lots also available for ex-
pansion.  Bruce Adams (573) 216-
4690.  Adams & Associates-RE/MAX 
Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.  
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR SALE: CAMDENTON COM-
MERCIAL BUILDING.   Busy hwy 
5 location in the heart of town just 
off the 5/54 intersection. Like new 
3,800 SQFT building w/ 160ft of 
hwy 5 frontage currently used for 
auto/service dealership. Purchase 
as is or owner will remodel to suit. 
$389,900. MLS#3043469 Call 
Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690.  Ad-
ams & Associates-RE/MAX Lake of 
the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.  www.
Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR SALE: CAMDENTON HWY 
5 COMMERCIAL LOTS.  200 feet 
of busy hwy 5 road frontage across 
from Hulett Chevrolet.   Includes 
900 sqft existing building.  Great 
building site for most any type of 
business. Owner will subdivide and/
or build to suit. Buy 100 ft rd frt w/ 
bldg for $139,900, 100 ft rd frt va-
cant lot for $99,000, or all 200 ft rd 
frt w/bldg for $199,900.  Tell me you 
needs – owner says bring all offers.  
Call Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690 
for details.  Adams & Associates-RE/
MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-
3630.  www.Adams-Commercial.
com.
FOR SALE:  CAR WASH:  Operating 
2-Bay Carwash on busy Hwy 54 lo-
cation in Macks Creek w/ 100 ft hwy 
frontage on 2+ acres. Great hwy 
visibility, fully equipped and in great 
condition. Great income opportunity 
with minimal time and investment 
requirements. Owner wants offer!  
Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690.  Ad-
ams & Associates-RE/MAX Lake of 
the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.  www.
Adams-Commercial.com.
FOR SALE: BIZ 54 RETAIL/OFFICE 
STRIP CENTER.  Great income and 
room for expansion! Good long term 
leases. Four units total with restau-
rant renting 2 units. Great visibility 
on Business 54 (Bagnell Dam Blvd) 
& view of the lake..  Call Christy 
(573) 302-3640.  Adams & Asso-
ciates-RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks 

(573) 302-3630.  www.Adams-
Commercial.com.
GRAVOIS MILLS HWY 5 COM-
MERCIAL BLDG.  Highly visible 
commercial property located on hwy 
5 at the northern gateway to the 
lake. Newer 1,200 sqft building with 
great finish plus16’X24” building for 
additional merchandise display or 
storage. Continue as sporting goods 
store of would fit a variety of uses. 
Easy access from hwy 5 to fenced 
sales and large customer parking 
and sales lot would be great for 
boat/RV/PWC etc. Call Bruce Adams 
(573) 216-4690 or view at www.
gravoiswaterworld.com for details.  
Adams & Associates-RE/MAX Lake 
of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630. 
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

New Carwash: State of the 
art carwash. Great location in Lake 
Ozark.  Features touchless auto-
matics, credit card friendly and has 
camera security. $1,150,000   Call 
Bobbi Bash Realty for details  877-
365-2622
SPECIALTY FOOD FRANCHISE IN 
BUSIEST OSAGE BEACH LOCA-
TION.  Tremendous opportunity in 
the busiest mall and fastest growing 
area of the Lake of the Ozarks. Well 
known, premium specialty food fran-
chise priced below start-up cost with 
strong sales & operation base in 
place.  Great opportunity for hands-
on owner/operator or family opera-
tion. Take advantage of a national 
brand franchise without the start-up 
pain and costs.  Owner financing 
available.  Bruce Adams (573) 216-
4690.  Adams & Associates-RE/MAX 
Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.  
www.Adams-Commercial.com. 

Waterfront Restaurant/
Bar. Great waterfront established 
business. Turn key with many up-
grades - concrete dock, furnishings, 
flooring, walk in cooler, bar and 
more. $999,000 Call Bobbi Bash 
Realty for details 877-365-2622

experience.”
Blunt highlighted his expe-

rience in Congress while also 
denouncing the federal govern-
ment’s spending, specifically 
deriding the $787 billion federal 
stimulus law.

In a speech to the Missouri 
Republican State Committee, 
Blunt set his sights not on Steel-
man but on Carnahan, who also 
has criticized Blunt’s tenure in 
Washington. Blunt challenged 
Carnahan to appear with him 
on three televised issue forums.

“I’ll go anywhere, anytime 
and talk as long as Robin Carna-
han wants to about any topic,” 
Blunt said.

Carnahan spokesman Tony 
Wyche dismissed the challenge 
as a stunt.

“Roy Blunt probably needs 
to worry more about debating 
with his likely primary oppo-
nent than in playing political 
games 20 months out from an 
election,” Wyche said.

It’s that potential for Repub-
lican senatorial debates--and 
negative TV ads--that many 
Republicans would prefer to 
avoid.

Livingston County Republi-
can Committee Chairwoman 
Louise Reasoner wore both a 
Blunt lapel pin and campaign 
sticker to Saturday’s Republican 
conference, but she said she 
also has supported Steelman’s 
previous statewide campaigns.

If Steelman enters the race, 
“I’d just have to give it some 
really careful consideration,” 
said Reasoner, a retired public 
school administrator and goat 
rancher.

“She is not a Washington in-
sider and, of course, Blunt is,” 
Reasoner said. But “Blunt has 
performed very well in his lead-
ership roles in the House, and 
she’d have a lot to learn.”

Among those caught in the 
middle is former Republican 
Sen. Jim Talent, who also pon-
dered the Senate race before 
opting against it. Talent wants 
a unified party and plans to en-
dorse no one in a potential Re-
publican primary.

“They’re both friends of 
mine. I think they both put on 
a good race,” Talent said. But “I 
think a primary would be very 
difficult and that they need to 
try to work it out. I hope they 
do.” 

Steelman may run for 
U.S. Senate in 2010
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structure, the latest concept 
calls for twelve floors and 350 
rooms.  “We’re headed towards 
a more contemporary design 
with it now,” says Phillips. 
Each change creates a new 
set of challenges for the pro-
fessionals at Pellham Phillips, 
but that’s part of the job. “Mr. 
Hammons is probably the 
best hotel man in the United 
States,” says Phillips. “He was 
elected Corporate Hotelier of 
the World in 2003, so when he 
says what he wants to do, we 
have a tendency to listen.”

Phillips notes that a pend-
ing lawsuit over the TIF fund-
ing, as well as the state of cur-
rent financial markets, have 
combined to slow the prog-
ress of the development. But 
Phillips says that Hammons is 
“still very high on the project 
— he will do it. When he puts 
this building in, it’s going to 
transform Lake of the Ozarks 
into another stage. It’s going 
to be a world-class facility.”

As important as the Lake 
project is, it is only one of 
many hotel designs that Pell-
ham Phillips has undertaken. 
“Over 31 years we’ve designed 
more than 200 hotels, mostly 
upscale,” says Brad Parke. 
“Not all those were Mr. Ham-
mons’, but we have done a lot 
of work for him. We also are 
the architects for the Cha-
teau on the Lake in Branson. 
We were the designers for the 
Hammons Hall for the Per-
forming Arts... Whenever Mr. 
Hammons wanted his really 
high-profile projects, we’ve 
been fortunate that he’s se-
lected us to do those.”

One of those high-profile 
projects was Hammons Field 

in Springfield, home of the 
Cardinals double-A baseball 
team and the MSU Bears. The 
story goes that Mr. Hammons 
had hired a major sports ar-
chitect to do Hammons Field 
and then one Sunday night at 
10:30 he called Larry Phillips 
and said, “I want you to do my 
ball park.”

“Mr. Hammons,” replied 
Phillips, “I’d love to, but you’ve 
already hired this other com-
pany.”

Hammons replied, “Well, 
they just don’t seem to get it; 
can you do it?”

Phillips explained that he 
had never designed a stadium 
before.

“I know that,” Hammons 
said. “But my question is: can 
you do it?”

“Mr. Hammons,” said Phil-
lips, “if you’ll do the honor of 
letting me do it, I guarantee 
we’ll design you the best ball-
park in the country.”

Hammons Field was com-
pleted in time for the 2004 
Bears season. In 2005 it was 
named the Best Ballpark of 
the Year by Baseballparks.
com. The key to Pellham Phil-
lips design success was an 
understanding of the fans’ 
point of view — that going to 
a minor league game is not so 
much about the game as it is 
in having fun.

There were other memora-
ble projects. “We did a twelve 
story building right square on 
the middle of the San Andreas 
fault in Monterey, California,” 
recalls Phillips. “It was really a 
structural challenge to do that 
and feel for sure that it was a 
safe and reliable building. In 
this particular instance, we 
made the building so rigid 

that it would hang together no 
matter how hard it shakes.”

And then there was the Rip-
ley’s Believe It Or Not museum 
in Branson. As Phillips tells it: 
“The franchise in Branson was 
bought by an English gentle-
man. I think we made contact 
with him through a contrac-
tor. We came recommended 
as someone who did innova-
tive work. We started corre-
sponding, and he gave us the 
task of designing a structure 
that has the curb appeal that it 
does. During the initial meet-
ings we hit up on the idea of, 
‘What if it was an earthquake? 
What if it looks like a build-
ing that had been through a 
catastrophe and was about to 
fall down? People would prob-
ably be interested in that.’ 

“One of the things they do 
not prepare you for in struc-
tural engineering school is de-
signing buildings that look like 
they are going to fall down. It 
was an interesting project to 
put all your columns at nine 
to twelve degrees askew and 
to put in the interior design 
such that it looks like it’s about 
to fall down, but be perfectly 
safe at the same time. 

“I was pretty good friends 
with the contractor and it was 
a challenge. You teach people 
to do good work and to look 
a certain way, and then when 
you have a sheet rock contrac-
tor on the job and say, ‘Okay, I 
want this ceiling to look like it 
just busted and is falling down 
about two feet with lathes 
sticking out’ — that’s a little 
different mindset. But the fact 
of the matter is that I think ev-
eryone enjoyed it because it 
was so different.”

But whether it’s a tourist 

attraction, a school, or a city 
hall, it all begins with the most 
basic of ideas. It falls to the de-
signer to bring those ideas to 
fruition.

“Generally,” explains Phil-
lips, “people come to us be-
cause they want to build a 
specific kind of project. They 
have a goal in mind. So the 
first thing that we do is sit 
down and discuss with them 
exactly what their goals in the 
project are. Then we do an 
analysis and inform them that 
their project is feasible for the 
dollars they have, or tell them 
they’re dreaming a little large 
and we need to either adapt 
the project or adapt the mon-
ey.

“If I have a client who 
comes in and wants to build 
something that’s very ambi-
tious, and then he says to 
me, ‘But I’ve only got a mil-
lion dollars,’ and his project is 
obviously a five or six million 
dollar project, we have to start 
talking reality to him. At that 
point we’ll try to take him in 
some different directions to 
allow him to realize his dream.

“What’s even more intrigu-
ing is when someone comes 
in and they have a dream and 
we can look at that project 
and one of our designers here 
may have a concept that the 
client has not thought of, but 
it strikes his fancy. Some of 
our architects can take that 
dream and say, ‘Yes, I under-
stand what you want to do, 
but there’s another way to ac-
complish that.’ A lot of times 
we’ll have an owner change 
their concept based on our 
input.”

“The bottom line is we take 
care of the client and do what’s 

necessary to learn what they 
really need and what they re-
ally want,” adds Brad Parke. “A 
really good example of that is, 
we are working on a church in 
Lebanon. And when we made 
our first proposal to them, the 
pastor got up and turned to 
the architect and said, ‘You’ve 
taken our heart and you put it 
on paper.’ What better com-
pliment?”

With the Hammons’ project 
in the works, Pellham Phillips 
has a vision for the Lake of the 
Ozarks area. “The Lake of the 
Ozarks is such a powerful des-
tination, especially for people 
from St. Louis and Kansas 
City, and even Chicago,” says 
Larry Phillips. “I think they are 
going to demand more world-
class type facilities. You’re go-
ing to see an increase over 
the conventions and tourism 
travel that you have there now, 
especially the tourism market. 
I’d like to see the Lake of the 
Ozarks take a step up from 
what’s been there in the past 
to a more modern concept of 
lodging.

“I’ve always been surprised 
that the Lake of the Ozarks 
hasn’t headed down the live 
performance route that Bran-
son has. More people that 
come into the area as a va-
cation destination are going 
to demand more venues to 
occupy their time, and that 
includes live performance fa-
cilities. I’m rooting for that; 
I would love to design some 
theaters.”

Pellham Phillips Architects 
Engineers can be contacted in 
Springfield at (417) 865-1672, 
or through their web site at 
www.PellhamPhillips.com. 

Progressive architecture the hallmark of Pellham Phillips


