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Quarry battle likely to last into summer

by Joseph Louis

So far the names are fa-
miliar. Magruder Limestone
Company out of Troy, Mis-
souri, the operator of a quar-
ry on Highway 5 in Sunrise
Beach. Add in Osage Beach
Mayor Penny Lyons and Lake
Ozark Mayor Johnnie Franz-
eskos, two local elected offi-
cials facing a constituency of
concerned business owners,
chambers of commerce and
residents with a vested inter-
est in their city’s infrastruc-
ture. In late February, Mis-
souri Representative Rodney
Schad of Versailles and Rep-
resentative Wayne Cooper of
Camdenton were added to
the mix, brought forward by
their ability to directly affect
laws in Jefferson City.

Missouri Senators Chuck
Purgason and Carl Vogel are
also involved in trying to help
their constituencies. At the
end, all of these names will
have input into whether or
not Magruder Limestone is
allowed to open a quarry on
part of 205 acres in unincor-
porated Miller County.

The unique aspect to this
story is the unnamed mass-
es who could be affected
by what decision the Land
Reclamation Commission of
the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources makes in
the middle of the summer of

2008.

The campaign began back
in 2007. A group, calling
themselves the Concerned
Citizens of Camden and Mill-
er Counties, formed a non-
profit. That non-profit, along
with the cities of Osage Beach
and Lake Ozark, appealed to
the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources after a per-
mit to operate a quarry was
granted for the acreage. The
D.N.R. assigned a hearing
judge to the case and late last
month the cities and the citi-
zens' group were set to testify
before that judge in Osage
Beach. Magruder Limestone
will have an opportunity to
testify in Jefferson City this
month, followed by a Land
Reclamation =~ Commission
meeting in May, and a pos-
sible final decision by July.

As in most cases of resi-
dents versus industry in the
Lake of the Ozarks, all of
the testimony can be seen
through the words of one
man, a former blaster now
making his living developing
homes on a road which bor-
ders that quarry land.

In an Associated Press sto-
ry, Mike Atkisson is quoted as
saying the sewer treatment
plant is not the issue. It is the
livelihood and local economy
that are the issue. A closer
look reveals a more nuanced

protest. Atkisson has been in
the lake area for all of his 60
plus years. Living on D Road
he has seen development
across the area, and at one
time he was in the same boat
as Magruder Limestone.

“I worked as a materials
division manager for Lake
Ozark Construction and
APAC, for approximately ten
years, prior to the year 2000,”
Atkisson said.

“In that capacity what it
amounted to was seeing the
day to day activities, and also
Idid the permitting processes
up until APAC took over and
brought in their own engi-
neers at that time.”

“Probably the most impor-
tant aspect that T had back
then was the blasting part of
it,” Atkisson said. “I was re-
sponsible for the equipment
that did the blasting in the
quarry, and that probably is
what has my biggest concern
there, and the reason that I
am adamant and passionate
about this situation.”

Atkisson says the reassur-
ances from engineers hired
by Magruder Limestone re-
garding the sewer lines that
run through the property
should be expected. He says
if there was a blast that dam-
aged the 18 and 24 inch lines
that connect to the joint sew-
er treatment plant, it could

be a freak occurrence. In the
same way that engineers say
that a blast will not damage
the lines, Mike cannot guar-
antee that any blast will do
damage. He realizes, how-
ever, that smaller blasts that
take less risk are more expen-
sive for quarry operators, and
ultimately it comes down to
the bottom line.

So the sewer treatment
plant does play a role for the
60 year resident. Any breach
of the system could dam-
age the environment of the
Lake of the Ozarks. With its
Karst topography and under-
ground aquifers, Mike says
groundwater and watershed
contamination play into the
issue.

But Mike’s bottom line is
also affected by the matter.
For the past three years he has
been developing the Osage
Highlands Development.

In ten years he hopes to
have upwards of 30 homes
at a cost of about $500,000 a
piece making a new neigh-
borhood in Miller County.
When he first heard about
the quarry coming to town,
he was a little shaken.

“My initial reaction was
pretty depressing when you
think about the time and
effort that I've spent pur-
chasing the property and

continues on page 34
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Don't file a tax return?
Make sure you do to get an Economic
Stimulus Payment from the IRS

If you are on a fixed retire-
ment income, or earn below
the filing limit, or for whatever
reason don't file a federal tax
return, you may want to this
year.

Beginning in May*, the In-
ternal Revenue Service (USDe-
partment of the Treasury) will
begin sending out economic
stimulus payments to more
than 130 million homes. The
good news is that the money
you get from Uncle Sam is not
taxable as 2008 income.

It won't affect any return
you may have coming next
year. The government consid-
ersita “one-time” tax cut.

What if you just can’t get ev-
erything together this year—
are you going to miss out?

No, the IRS says the 2008
returns will include a work-
sheet explaining how to get
your payment next year. It will
also help you determine if you
could have received more this
year!

Are you going to get an
economic stimulus payment?
Not if you don’t file a 2007 tax
return—so you need to be
quick! What else is going to be
required?

You must have income of at
least $3,000 in 2007, and must
not have made more than the
cutoff amount: $75,000 for
single filers and $150,000 for
couples filing jointly.

You must have a valid Social
Security number, both need
one if filing jointly. The rest, so
says the IRS, leave up to them.

How much are you going to
get? That will vary from $300
to $1,800 depending on your
circumstances.

If you are a single filer and
made less than $75,000, ex-
pect to receive $600. Married
couples filing jointly, in most
instances you will receive a
payment of $1,200 if you made
less than $150,000.

However, parents can re-
ceive an additional $300 for
each eligible child under the
age of 17**%.

You need to make at least
$3,000—what qualifies as in-
come? Salaries and wages,
self-employment income, So-
cial Security benefits, railroad
retirement benefits, veteran’s
disability compensation, and
pension or survivor’s benefits
received from the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Chances are if you can get a
payment you have been noti-
fied by mail, if the IRS has an
accurate address for you. The
agency spent more than $40
million notifying taxpayers
the “checkis in the mail”, so to
speak.

What if I don’t ordinarily
file a tax return, you say? But
wait, even taxpayers who have
no income tax liability will get
rebates of $300, $600 if you're
filing jointly. But, you must
have the qualifying income of
$3,000 and file a return.

The AARP says if you have
only Social Security income
and don’tfile usually, just write
“Stimulus Rebate” across the
top of a 1040A form (get one
at the Post Office), fill in the
name, address, Social Security
numbers, and choose a filing
status in boxes 1, 2, 3 or 4. On
line 6A, choose yourself and a
spouse if applicable. Enter the
total amount of your Social Se-
curity payments annually on
line 14A, leave 14B blank. Turn
the form over and sign it, get it
in the mail to the IRS.

Ifyoucangetitdone byApril
15th and transmit the form
electronically, then designate
direct deposit, you could get a
head start on your check.

The Missouri Department
of Revenue has also stated
that those Missourians who
file a federal return in order to
take advantage of the Federal

Stimulus Payments will not be
required to file a Missouri tax
return.

There are also movements
in the Missouri legislature to
bringasales tax-free dayinlate
June so you can use the money,
up to $600—and not pay sales
tax on your purchases.

Confused about all of this?
You are not alone apparently.
The IRS has a special page on
their website with questions
and answers, a fact sheet, eli-
gibility information, and pay-
ment examples. www.irs.gov.

AARP offers Tax Counseling
for the Elderly (TCE)-- free tax
help for those 60 and older. The
group offers tax-aide counsel-
ing through April 15. You can
find an AARP Tax-Aide site by
calling 1-888-227-7669, or vis-
iting AARP’s Web site, www.
aarp.org/taxaide.

Low-income, some rail-
road retirees and veterans
can get free tax help through
the Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance (VITA) program. Call
1-800-906-9887 for the nearest
location.

*Depending on the last two
digits of the SSAN of the first
name listed on your 2007 tax
form. Payments will begin on
May 2nd and continue from 00
down to 99 until completed.

Direct deposit users will
all have their refunds by May
16th. Filers electing to receive
a check could have to wait un-
til after July 11.

**Taxpayers can get $300
more for each child whom they
claim as a personal exemption
and get a child tax credit for on
their 2007 return.

The child must have lived
with the taxpayer for more
than half of 2007 and be under
17 at the end of 2007-- and can-
not have provided more than
half of his or her own support
during 2007.
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School’s discussion of tax incentives foreshadows possible area wide discussion

by Joseph Louis

Tax incentives and their use
need to be in balance with a
community. Thatwas the main
point of a joint meeting by the
School of the Osage and Cam-
denton R-3 on March 19th. The
two districts met with Terry
Ward, a consultant hired by the
Missouri School Boards’ Asso-
ciation to look at the impacts
of several tax incentives state
wide. Locally the two schools
agreed to the meeting based on
their concerns about Tax Incre-
ment Financing, but through-
out the discussion, concerns
of all taxing entities were ad-
dressed.

Ward is a consultant with a
firm out of Kansas City and is
a member of the North Kan-
sas City School District board
of education. Ward says there
are two questions to ask when
looking at economic develop-
ment incentives and public ed-
ucation. The firstis the balanc-
ing act of school funding. What
is the best balance of public
school fundingand what canbe
given to foster economic devel-
opment? The second questionis
priorities, specifically what are

community priorities? Dealing
with the second question, Ward
says the schools need to look at
the issue long term, especially
with TTF’s.

“As a school board mem-
ber, one of the things that I'm
worried about is what I can
do to educate Johnny today,”
Ward said. “This is his turn at
the third grade and if the new
revenues generated by new de-
velopment don’t come to the
school district for 20 years or 23
years, notonlywill Johnny have
graduated from high school,
but the sibling that entered as
a kindergartener when Johnny
graduated from high school, in
another 20 years still will not be
funded.”

“And so all of the new devel-
opment is not funding the nec-
essary infrastructure, whether
it’s schools, or libraries, or se-
nior citizens programs, or fire,”
Ward said.

“My concern is that this ex-
pansion of the use of economic
development incentives are
truly challenging the funding
for the infrastructure that com-
munities rely on and expect to
be there,” he added.

Most school districts are
funded by approximately 70%
of propertytaxes. The School of
the Osage is currently operat-
ing with five Tax Increment Fi-
nancing projects and Camden-
ton R-3 with two in ordinance
form and one coming with the
John Q. Hammons hotel that is
set to be built in Osage Beach.
In most all cases the districts
have requested that 50% of
property taxes be untouchable
as far as re-imbursement costs
for developers are concerned
under the TIF structure, but
otherwise, the money goes to
the developer.

Time playsinto this equation
when you consider two things.
When an ordinance is created
for a TIF, the developer has 10
years to kick off that project or
that phase of the project if it is
single or multi-phased. After
that, the state allows 23 years
for the TIF district to continue
to collecting and diverting tax-
es.

One of the points Mr. Ward
made throughout the meeting
was that entire communities of
taxpayers and their employees
(a.k.a. elected officials) need to

tell developers that a TIF will
expire sooner than the 23 years
allowable by law. That could be
a requirement worked into the
contract language that could
minimize the impact. The John
Q. Hammons hotel project fits
into that category, having a rel-
atively quick end to the re-im-
bursement time frame. Ward
says taking time out of the
equation requires a concerted
effort by all groups.

“Itis absolutely critically im-
portant that all of the elected
and appointed officials,” Ward
said, “who have the responsi-
bility for assuring good servic-
es for the citizens of the com-
munity, get together and talk
through this so they fully un-
derstand the impacts that are
going to be felt by each of the
participants in the process.”

Another factor in the equa-
tion is other incentives besides
TIF’s. 353 abatements allow for
100 percent real property tax
abatement, or tax holidays, for
developers at the rate of 100%
for up to 10 years and 50% for
the subsequent 15 years. 353’s
have to meet the state defini-
tion of blighted areas, similar

to the TIF’s.

Chapter 100’s are performed
by the city. The city will pur-
chasepropertybyissuingbonds
and then sell them back to the
corporation backed by assets.
No tax is due on the property
due to the fact the city owns it
and the state allows 100% to
avoided under Chapter 100 for
20 years. There is no “but for”
test in this case unlike TIF’s,
and no definition of blight.

Side note: The “but for” test
says that the development that
is being proposed in the area
would not be economically
possible for the developer, “but
for” the tax incentive that is of-
fered, whatever that may be in
a given case. Reasons like lay of
the land, poor infrastructure,
and no road access are made as
economic challenges to the de-
veloper in that argument.

Another incentive is En-
hanced Enterprise Zones or
EEZ’s. The EEZ is done to pro-
mote job generation and is
limited to high poverty areas.
There are state tax credits, tax
abatements, and 50% of real
property taxes are discounted

continued on page 6
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Possible area wide discussion on tax incentives

continued from page 3
for up to 10 years. The city of
Eldon is using this incentive.

Mr. Ward looked specifical-
ly at School of the Osage and
Camdenton R-3 preliminary
numbers on the total amount
of abatements and the amount
of abatements per student.
Currently Camdenton has zero
tax dollars total being abated
for a total of zero per student,
due to projects just begin-
ning. School of the Osage has
$583,000 being abated, for a
total of $321 per student.

In Kansas City, the district
to the south of Mr. Ward’s dis-
trict, the preliminary numbers
for total abated for incentives
is approximately $32.5 mil-
lion dollars for a total of $1,332
per student. Kansas City has
the highest total abatements
in the state. In North Kansas
City, Mr. Ward’s district, the
preliminary numbers say total
abatements are over 8.8 mil-
lion dollars for a total of $507
per student.

Looking at the state wide
preliminary numbers for
2007, in incremental TIF proj-
ects preliminary numbers say

$1.6 billion dollars in being
diverted or abated. In 353’s,
$698 million is being diverted
or abated. Chapter 100’s are
getting 308 million dollars ac-
cording to preliminary num-
bers, and $357 million dollars
is going to EEZ’s.

The developers may contin-
ue to come asking for incen-
tives and as they are used, new
developers may see them as an
entitlement. In March, the city
of Eldon and the Eldon cham-
ber of Commerce discussed
forming a TIF commission due
to the surrounding areas being
able to offer the incentive. The
Eldon R-1 school district voted
at their mid-March meeting
to have the superintendent,
Dr. C.J. Huff approach the city
and chamber to engage in that
discussion. Also the city of
Osage Beach has recently held
a meeting to examine its TIF
policy.

Mr. Ward says the condition
the state will be in financially
depends on how the commu-
nity views the incentives. Are
they or aren’t they necessary?
What affect do these incen-
tives have on our community?

Because they do have an ef-
fect.

“At this point, a policy that
was put in place with a limited
scope of understanding is now
rolling out and having a major
impact,” Ward added.

“The purpose of the dia-
logue was to share the new
findings and the new informa-
tion, and to support the local
community in developing its
own policy,” he added.

That leaves the first ques-
tion about the balance. What
is that balance for our elected
officials between responsi-
bility to infrastructure and
responsibility for economic
development? Apparently that
discussion about priorities is
beginning.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The eco-
nomic development study per-
formed by Mr. Ward was com-
missioned by the Missouri
School Boards’ Association,
Missouri Association of School
Administrators, Missouri Na-
tional Education Association,
Missouri American Federation
of Teachers, and cooperating
districts in Kansas City and St.
Louis.

How would
your o

u like this view from
ce window everyday?

Individual office suites from 132 sq. ft. to 800 sq. ft. are
available for lease in the Cliffside Office Centre,the Lake's
only Class-A Building. Conveniently located in the Heart of
Lake Ozark at Business 54 and the Community Bridge.
Could your business benefit from being at this location?
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www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3047057

» ) \

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3047063

Foreclosed home in Eldon! Nice level
lot with fence. Exterior in good condi-
tion, interior needs cosmetic upgrades.
Would be a great fixer upper or rental
opportunity. MLS# 3047057 $69,000

_COMMERCIAL |

Great family home in Camdenton!
Nice flat lot with fenced back yard.
Large workshop/storage shed and
above ground pool included. Very
clean, well maintained home with large
decks MLS# 3047063 $142,500

DIVINMIER

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3046570

Great Commercial Lot.

Zoned C-1 and full curb-cut access
granted by MODOT.

MLS# MLS# 3046570 $499,000

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3045711

Prime Business Opportunity.

Over 2,500 sq’ of main level retail
space & over 1,700 sq’ of lower level
retail space. This building also sits
along 100’ of highway 54 frontage.
Excellent location for a variety of busi-
ness applications or lease the building
for additional income. This building
has unlimited potential!! MLS#
3045711 $495,000

Mike and Frank Christensen

» ) \

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3046236

Foreclosed Lake Ozark Home

3 Bedroom 2 Bath home on Evergreen
Dirive. Very clean, ready to move into.
Full unfinished lower level, potentially
can be a 2500 sq. ft. home! Reduced!
MLS# 3046236 $140,600

» ) \

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3046662

Beautiful Custom Home built for
owner with lots of extras. Large lot, nice
homes surrounding, cul-d-sac private
road, stainless steel refrigerator, plasma

TV, Bose stereo, shows like a model
home! MLS# 3046662 $269,900

www.frankchristensen.com/ZK3040000

6 Acre Development
Parcel in the heart of
Osage Beach.
Frontage on Highway
54 and 54/29. Suited
for retail outlets,
medical park, hotel
/motel or executive

offices. Zoned C-1.
A premier property

HIGHWAY 54

adjacent  to  the

Factory Outlet Mall.

Call Frank for details at 573-280-1030.
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Add an awning for
additional seating or
more display area!

Let's discuss how we can help you grow your
business and expand your season. Call today!
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AMERICAN

SUN

CONTROL

511 Highway 42 - Osage Beach, MO 65065 - 573-348-4594

www.AmericanSunControl.com

Ted LePage

The Best Small Business Opportunity in America.

Farmers. You belong.

Outback Steakhouse
brings charity dinner to
the West side April 10

For the third year running,
the Laurie-Sunrise Beach Ro-
tary has teamed up with the
Outback Steakhouse to pro-
vide a dynamite dinner and
raise funds for the Westlake
Aquatic Center.

The Outback Steakhouse
dinner - with a choice of steak

or chicken, Caesar salad, po-
tatoes, and cheesecake for
dessert - is the same dinner
a person could get across the
lake. However, on April 10, it

[+ )

- .

will be served at the Kent Me-
morial Lutheran Church on
Highway 5 in Sunrise Beach,
and all proceeds will be do-
nated to the Westlake Aquatic
Center.

Charlie Turner will provide
the music.

Tickets are $20 and may
be purchased from the State
Farm Insurance office in Lau-
rie, Laurie Office Supply, or
Westlake Aquatic Center.

Don’t forget: 5-7 p.m,
Thursday, April 10, at Kent
Memorial Lutheran Church in
Sunrise Beach.

The Westlake Aquatic Cen-
ter provides a variety of ser-
vices to the area, from free
swims and swimming les-
sons, to a site for water ther-
apy, aerobics classes, and the
Tridents Swim team. It can
also be rented out for parties
and family gatherings.

seeking a Great Career
In the Lake area?

Center for Central Missouri is looking

] ;'\ armers Recruiting and Development

for entrepreneurs who are interested in

owning their own agency in the Lake area.

With Farmers Insurance and Financial

Services, we offer you the opportunity to be

in business for yourself, but not by yourself.

You will be given the freedom to make your

own day-to-day decisions while benefiting

from the training, guidance and support of

your district manager.

Ifyou are interested in a career with Farmers,
please call Ted LePage at 573-302-0001 or
stop by our Training Center at 3736 Highway

54 in Osage Beach, MO.



Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal April, 2008 Page 9




April, 2008

SCOTT & SON
WELWL DRIWING, LLC

Page 10

A5k 2OCC

Run-Off Containment System
Tight Area, Small Lot, Close Neighbors?

New technology- drilling with less mess and minimal ground disturbance
Complete Geo-Thermal Heating & Cooling Systems!

Going Where No Driller Has Gone Before!

578-363-5500

READER’S CHOICE

wwuw.scottsonwell.com
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Glencove Marine
Recognizes William Shipers
for Length of Service

Glencove Marine is pleased
to recognize William Shipers for
recently completing five years of
service with the company.

Shipers began his career at
Glencove Marine in March 2003.
He is a service technician at the
3mm location off of Carol Road.
He specializes in Formula boat
maintenance and repair. In ad-
dition, he has successfully com-
pleted the Volvo Penta Diesel
training course, and is currently
in the process of becoming cer-
tified in Volvo IPS maintenance
and repair. The Volvo IPS diesel
engine is a state-of-the-art, joy-
stick driven propulsion system
on the Formula 45 Yacht exclu-
sively available at Glencove Ma-
rine.

Glencove Marine has five lo-
cations around the Lake of the
Ozarks, providing boat and per-
sonal watercraft sales, service
and rentals. Glencove Marine is
a proud member of the Lake of
the Ozarks Convention & Visitor’s
Bureau, Lake Area Chamber of
Commerce, Better Business Bu-

reau, Lake of the Ozarks Marine
Dealers Association, Missouri
Marine Dealers Association, Na-
tional Marine Retailers Associa-
tion, and Adopt the Shoreline.

The Lake West Chamber’s an-
nual Westside Road Clean-Up is
scheduled for Saturday, April 5.
From 8 a.m.-4 p.m. large dump-
sters will be located in Gravois
Mills, Hwy 135-3 at the Hop and
Go, lower level lot of the Bank
of Versailles in Laurie and at the
First National Bank in Sunrise
Beach. Look around area roads,
and you will see the need to
spruce up for spring. The trash
bags are available at the Cham-
ber office in Sunrise Beach (LR
5-36) and at Laurie City Hall. All
we need is YOU! Appliances and
tires, picked up on roadside, can
be taken to the Laurie site only.
(Donations Accepted)  Scrap
metal will also be taken at the
Laurie location. Please get your
friends and neighbors together
and help with this worthwhile
project. Call 374-5500 for more
information.
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Legislation looks to make the Lake more user- and eco-friendly

by Alison Schneider

Summer is nearing and with
no doubtwill bring more efforts
to control the craziness that
can be the Lake of the Ozarks
boating season.

The Lake is unique in that it
holds over 646 billion gallons
of water within in 1200 plus
miles of shoreline. It covers
over 54,000 acres and reaches
depths of around 80 feet at its
deepest points. That, coupled
with the natural beauty from
the area’s Ozark foothills cliffs
and the infamous Missouri
summer heat makes this area a
destination for water fun.

Unfortunately, not every-
one out for a day of fun takes
the time to recognize that the
waterfront homes are privately
owned, as are the dockslocated
along the shores and that boats
designed for ocean use can
cause serious damage to pri-
vate property as well as dete-
rioration of the shoreline. The
speeds these boats produce are
both awe inspiring and fright-
ening and the excessive noise
was not meant to be “enjoyed”
within the confines of a lake
such as ours.

As a result, it often seems
like our legislators, both local
and state-based are playing a
hopeless game of catch up in
an effort to ensure the future of
the area’s premier attraction —
the water.

State Representative Wayne
Cooper had introduced a bill to
the state legislature at the urg-
ing of the Missouri State Water
Patrol that would place limits
on the longer boats that fre-
quent our Lake known as the
30/300 bill.

Thebillwas crafted very sim-
ilarly to one successfully spon-
sored by a senator from another
Missouri region last year. The
bill would have called for oper-
ators of boats 30 feet or longer
to slow to idle speed within 300
feet of a dock, anchored vessel
or pier. Unfortunately, Cooper
decided to withdraw the legis-
lation because he wasn’t get-
ting the support he thought he
would and after discussing the
matter with the chairman of
the Missouri Parks and Recre-
ation Committee. He stated he
“didn’t know if it would fix the
problem and didn’t really think
it was good legislation”.

Cooper went further to state
that he didn’t feel it was neces-
sarily the length of the boats
but rather the “water displace-
ment of the hulls” that causes
the larger wakes and subse-
quent property damage. While
there is some credence to this
statement - and certainly
some question whether or not
all boats regardless of length
should fall under the ruling,
most lakeside property own-
ers would wonder whether the
complete abandonment of the
legislation is the best move.

Making its way through the
House is the Boating Clean
Up Bill (HB 1715) sponsored
by Representative Rodney
Schad and co-sponsored by Dr.
Wayne Cooper that will affect
all watercrafts to some degree
including title transfer and
sport fishing lighting regula-
tions. The most notable edicts
of this bill however, are the
toughening up of the BWI laws
and punishments.

The bill calls for lowering
from .1 of 1% to .08 of 1% the
weight of alcohol necessary in
a person’s blood in order for
there to be a presumption that

the person is intoxicated. It
also defines “prior offender”
as any person who has pled to
or been found guilty of one in-
toxication-related boating of-
fense within five years. Such a
person will be guilty of a Class
A misdemeanor and will not be
eligible for probation or parole
until a minimum of 5 days in
jail have been served.

Further, the bill redefines
“persistent offender” as a per-
son who has pled guilty to or
beenfoundguiltyoftwoormore
intoxication-related = boating
offenses. A persistent offender
will be found guilty of a class D
felony and won’t be eligible for
probation or parole until they
have served a minimum of 10
days in jail. It further specifies
that “no prior, persistent, ag-
gravated, or chronic offender
will be given an imposition of
sentence”.

It also prohibits watercraft
from being operated at a speed
in excess of the slow/no-wake
speed within 100 feet of any
emergency vessel displaying
red or blue lights. The bill suc-
cessfully cleared the House
and is currently awaiting Sen-

ate approval. Should every-
thing go through, the proposed
enactment date is August of
2008. You can read more of the
details of this bill and others by

going to www.mcdhh.mo.gov.
Most people know that the
Water Patrol began severely
limiting no-wake buoys some
ten years ago. They declared
a temporary moratorium on
these approvals in December
of ’07 and they are considering
a permanent halt to the pro-
cess. They look into the possi-
bility of completely removing
the no-wake buoys on the Lake
of the Ozarks in the future. The
removal of the no-wake zones
wastied to the 30-300 bill which
has since been dropped (see
above), so the future of this leg-

islation is in question as well.
Other notable actions affect-
ing boaters on our Lake include
Ameren UE’s new Shoreline
Management Plan which is due
to be submitted for approval by
the Army Corps of Engineers
and MoDNR any day now.
While the plan will be looked
at in depth after approval has
been received, it’s noteworthy
continues on page 27
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Lawmakers considering dozens of new bills

by Michael Gillespie

Numerous bills have tracked
their way through the Missouri
General Assembly thus far in the
current session. As of the week-
long Easter recess, the following
are among the many still under
consideration that could have
consequences in the local area.

HJR 41 — According to reso-
lution’s sponsor this measure
would prohibit state courts from
imposing a tax, or instructing a
political subdivision or official
to do so without legislative or
voter approval. This resolution
takes the form of a constitu-
tional amendment, which itself
must be approved by the voters
before it is enacted.

HJR 43 - This is a proposed
constitutional amendment that
requires the current property
tax levy to be reduced to offset
any increase in assessed valua-
tion. The joint resolution awaits
a final vote in the House before

going to the Senate. If approved
by both the House and Senate, it
will then go to the people for a
vote.

HB 1301 - This measure
would limit the interest rates
for payday loans of $500 or less.
The limit would be $15 per $100
of principal for the first 30 days,
and not more than three percent
per month after that. It would
prohibit renewals of loans in-
tended to circumvent the rate
restrictions, and it would give
the attorney general various
legal powers against violators.
The bill has been referred to the
House Special Committee on Fi-
nancial Institutions.

HB 1319 - Beginning in 2009,
if enacted this bill would autho-
rize a tax credit for employers
who hire high school students
for summer jobs. The credit
would be equal to 35 percent of
the student’s wages, with a total
yearly credit of $50,000 per year

peremployer. Qualified students
must be juniors or seniors with
atleast a 2.0 grade point average
and must be eligible for the free
or reduced school lunch pro-
gram. The measure has passed a
House committee.

HB 1326 - If passed, this mea-
sure will authorize an individual
income tax deduction for any-
one who buys a hybrid vehicle
manufactured in the U.S. The
deduction would be either ten
percent of the purchase price,
or $2,000, whichever is less. Cur-
rently the bill is moving forward
in the House.

HB 1329 - This bill would al-
low the owner of any utility trail-
er, recreational vehicle trailer,
boat trailer, or camper trailer
to register the trailer for a one-
time fee of $52.50, provided the
unloaded weight of the trailer
is 3,000 pounds or less. The bill
has been referred to the House
Transportation committee,

where it currently sits.

HB 1371 - This bill will cre-
ate rural empowerment zones
in counties with 18,000 or fewer
residents. New businesses that
create 10 or more jobs in these
zones would be exempt from
paying state income taxes for
ten years. At present, only Hick-
ory County has such a zone, but
this legislation would make 56
Missouri counties eligible. This
bill has passed the House.

HB 1461 - Establishes the
Uniform  Debt-Management
Services Act. Requires debt-
service companies to register
with the state. The company
must provide, among other
things, information on its fi-
nancial condition, a copy of the
debtor agreement form, and its
business history. The company
must carry an insurance policy
against fraud, dishonesty, and
theft, and must provide a secu-
rity bond of at least $50,000. The

debt-service company must
disclose all fees and services to
be offered and disclose any risks
or benefits to the debtor. The act
would allow a cancellation pe-
riod for the debtor and a man-
datory termination of the agree-
ment if the debtor’s payments
are more than sixty days late. It
prohibits the debt-service com-
pany from settling for more than
50 percent of a debt without the
debtor’s consent, or stating that
a creditor has agreed to a settle-
ment without certification from
the creditor. This bill is similar to
SB 1462.

HB 1463 — On March 13, by a
vote of 112-39, the House gave
its approval to a measure that
would keep state colleges from
enrolling illegal aliens. The
measure’s sponsor said the bill
was following guidelines already
written into federal law. Repre-
sentative Jerry Nolte noted that
the state is required to educate
any child, whether illegal or not,
through the twelfth grade.

continues next page
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Lawmakers considering dozens of new bills

continued from previous page

This bill, however, makes it
clear that the state bears no re-
sponsibility for education an
illegal alien at the post-second-
ary level. The bill now goes to
the Senate.

HB 1511 & HB 1512 — In an
effort to discourage the theft of
copper and other metals, these
two bills would impose harsher
penalties and new restrictions.
HB 1511 would make it a class
D felony to steal wire or trans-
formers from utility company
property. HB 1512 requires scrap
metal dealers to keep records
of purchases of various met-
als, including aluminum, if the
value of the exchange is over
$50. Payments of over $50 could
not be made in cash, but rather
by some form of traceable pay-
ment, such as a check. The bill
also prohibits scrap metal deal-
ers from purchasing large beer
kegs, except from a brewer, nor
could the dealer purchase cer-
tain specified items that are
identifiable as belonging to gov-
ernment entities or utilities.

HB 1595 & HB 1668 — These
two bills, which have now
cleared the House, will create an
income tax credit of 50 percent
of cost, or $2000, whichever
is less, for the construction of
home storm shelters. The Sen-
ate must now concur.

HB 1619 — Known as the Drug
Monitoring Act, this bill requires
the Department of Health and
Senior Services to monitor the
prescription and dispensing of
many controlled substances.
The idea behind the legislation
is to prevent drug abusers from
seeking the same prescriptions
from various doctors—a prac-
tice generally known as doc-
tor shopping. The measure has
passed the House and is now
under consideration in the Sen-
ate.

HB 1678 — This bill would cre-
ate the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for
Military Children. Essentially,
this bill makes it easier and
faster for the transfer of records
from one school to another for
military children. This, in turn,
will streamline interstate en-
rollment and make it easier for
students to become eligible for
extracurricular activities. This
measure has passed the House.

HB 1715 — Lowers the permis-
sible blood alcohol level to .08 of
1 percent while operating a wa-
ter craft. This makes the intoxi-

cation level for boat operators
the same as for motor vehicle
operators.

HB 1718 -This measure would
require that gift certificates sold
in Missouri be valid for at least
five years after the date of is-
suance. Further, the certificate
cannot be reduced in value
during that time, nor could the
holder be penalized for an “un-
timely” redemption.

HB 1796 — Under this bill, it
would be illegal for an individ-
ual or business to misrepresent
its geographical location by us-
ing a fictitious business name
in a local telephone directory.
Misrepresentation would occur
if, among other things, a phone
call to a local number is rou-
tinely forwarded to a location
outside of the area.

HB 2125 - This bill allows
the Department of Natural Re-
sources to implement a unified
permit schedule process for
applicants who need multiple
permits for a similar activity or
project. According to the bill’s
sponsor, Representative Rod-
ney Schad of Versailles, this bill
would go a long way toward
eliminating the frustrations
encountered by those needing
several permits for a project.

HB 2151 -Establishes the Mis-
souri Immigration Act, which
among other things makes it
a class D felony to be an illegal
alien in the state. It establishes
a guest worker program that re-
quires all immigrant employees
to obtain a photo ID card from
the Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations before they
can work in the state. Applicants
with criminal convictions would
be denied the ID card.

SB 751 — In essence, this bill
restates federal law that re-
quires applicants to prove their
citizenship, residency, or lawful
presences before receiving state
or local public benefits.

SB 787 — Under the provisions
of this act, any person who sets a
fire in an area that has been pro-
claimed by the governor to be in
extraordinary danger from fire
as aresult of drought, is guilty of
a class A misdemeanor, and lo-
cal fire departments may seek to
recover the cost of fighting the
fire from the person responsible
for setting it. This act has under-
gone a second reading and has
been referred to committee.

SB 858 - This act provides that
employers who hireillegal aliens
on projects involving state sub-

sidized tax credits, abatements,
or loans will be subject to a
$25,000 per person fine for the
first offense, and double that for
a subsequent offense. This will
apply to the contractors and
sub-contractors of employers.
The act also states that illegal
aliens would be barred from at-
tending state universities.

SB 1256 — Does away, in ten
years, with earnings taxes im-
posed on non-residents who
work in Kansas City, St. Louis,
and St. Joseph. This bill has been

“Lovown for our aualit. ,
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referred to the Senate Ways and
Means committee.

SJR 49 - This is a proposed
constitutional amendment that
would prohibit the state or any
political subdivision within the
state from levying income tax
on residents by the year 2023.
If approved by the General As-
sembly, the measure would go
to a vote by the people. Cur-
rently the measure is in a Senate
committee.

SB 955 — This bill would allow
motor vehicle owners to receive

”
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a refund of the unused portion
of their registration fee provided
that they do not replace the ve-
hicle with another.

Expect the House to work
some late nights on the FY09
budget after returning from its
break. “At thistime, the Governor
and the House disagree on how
much reserve we should main-
tain at the end of FY09,” says
Morgan and Miller County rep-
resentative Rodney Schad. “So,
we will probably agree to some
moderate increases over the
FY08 budget.”
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Mayor talks about Lake

Ozark development

by Michael Gillespie

Hold on to your hat, a lot of
changes are coming to Lake
Ozark.

That’'s the general assess-
ment of Lake Ozark mayor
Johnnie Franzeskos. There are
so many projects underway
that Franzeskos had to print
out a list — and it’s pretty im-
pressive.

The first that he mentioned
is the Horseshoe Bend devel-
opment project that will fill a
96-acre site between Business
54 and the Highway 54 Express-
way along the coming Horse-
shoe Bend Parkway. The mayor
could not list the names of the
businesses coming to the proj-
ect, saying that there were still
some pending commitments.
But, he added, “there are going
to be a lot of stores there — big
box stores.” Horseshoe Bend
Parkway is slated for a Decem-
ber 2008 completion, with the
retail development in place by
2010. He put the price tag of the
project at $857 million.

“Then one of the other proj-
ects we've got is JJ Twigs. That’s
completed and open for busi-
ness. It’s an eating place.

“Then if you go across the
light [on Business 54] where
you turn to go to the post of-
fice, you've got Woods Auto
Gallery. That was supposed to
be a car dealership, but some-
how or another it’s not going to
be. It’s almost completed. They
are opening up for office space
in there now. A beautiful build-
ing.

“And then on the right-hand
side, which we’re working on,
there’s J. Bucks Restaurant. It's
supposed to be opened up this
spring.”

Below the dam, near the site
of the former VFW building,
Franzeskos lists the Armitage
development project, which, he
says, will include a water park
and a convention center and
more restaurants. “They are go-
ing to try to do something with
the river, like canoes,” he adds.
“Then we've got the Briscoe
project — a commercial devel-
opment of approximately 90
acres — that’s going to be right
behind the Baymont Inn. And
then across the highway will be
the Prewitt project — he’s going
to try to get box stores in there.”
More precisely, Franzeskos says
that Gary Prewitt’s project on

54 Expressway will cover som
240 acres and is targeted fo
commercial, hospitality, an
residential buildings.

Speakinig of residential de-
velopment, Franzeskos men-
tions three condominiu
projects in various stages o
planning or construction.

It's as though Lake Ozark,
known mostly for its Bagnel
Dam Strip, has suddenly awak-
ened from a long slumber an
has decided to compete wit
Osage Beach.

“No, not really,” replies th
mayor. “We've got our own are
to take care of. Osage Beach
doesn’t have a Strip like we do,
and the layout is a little differ-
ent. Osage Beach has a nice
highway that goes straight
through and they can do things
on both sides. Ours is limite
right now. Until we get th
Horseshoe Bend road in we'r
limited to the Strip and Busi-
ness 54.”

But, says the mayor, devel-
opers have sat up and take
note of Lake Ozark. “We'v
got between 1,500 and 2,000
residents that stay here yea
around,” he says. “Plus we ge
alot of people that come dow:
here in the summertime — ac-
tually they are starting now,
They come down Thursda
night and they’ll stay till Sun-
day night. They visit the Strip
— and that’s another project
that we may be going to. We've
got the Bagnell Dam Strip As-
sociation.

“We're probably the only,
place in the country that has
ten cent skeeball. I'd like to see
it stay like that. I'd like to see it
where you could come in and
for five bucks you could have
a good time! But some of those
days are gone. Utilities have
gone up to where these people
can’t run their places without
charging a little more to do it,
I think one of the reasons the
Strip does really well in the
summertime is because we still
do have activities like that for
kids and it doesn’t cost them an
arm and alegto have fun. And it
gives families a little bit of time
to look at some of the shops.

“There are a lot of activities
that people can do on the Strip,
but I'd like to see more. Every-
body that comes here says, boy,

continues on page 30



Lake of the Ozarks Business Journal

April, 2008

Page 15

Book Worm Book Club members present the book An American Idea; The
Making of the National Park System by Kim Heacox to Camdenton Li-
brary Director Carolyn Chittenden in memory of Ralph Rider and his love
of reading and the outdoors.

Camdenton Optimist Club Program Chairman Dale Wilkerson greets Bill
Mundhausen, Director of Orion Science Center, who told of the family
experience for day visits and also for those with annual memberships.
Optimists meet at noon on Mondays at CJ's Restaurant.

The Lake Area Chamber of Commerce announces membership of new
member Smith Heating & Cooling with a ribbon cutting. For more informa-
tion on available products and services contact Ed Davis at 660-651-9826.
Pictured in the ribbon cutting along with Chamber Active Volunteer Am-
bassadors are: Ed Davis, Comfort Specialist (w/ scissors); Pat Simms, Koch
Air; Michelle Cook, Lake Area Chamber Marketing Dir.

Twelve towns designated “distinctive destinations”

Twelve towns - from a French
colonial village in Missouri to a
town on the Florida Panhandle -
have been honored this year by
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation for their commit-
ment to historic preservation
and community revitalization.

The list of a “Dozen Distinc-
tive Destinations” has been is-
sued annually since 2000 by the
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation.

This year’s honorees are Ste.
Genevieve, Mo.; Aiken, S.C.;
Apalachicola, Fla.; Columbus,

Miss.; Crested Butte, Colo.; Fort
Davis, Texas; Friday Harbor,
Wash.; Portland, Ore.; Ports-
mouth, N.H.; Red Wing, Minn.;
San Juan Bautista, Minn.; and
Wilmington, N.C.

Ste. Genevieve was recog-
nized as having “the most sig-
nificant collection of French co-
lonial architecture in the U.S,”
according to the preservation
group. The town of 4,400 people
was settled by the French in the
early 1700s, making it one of
Missouri’s oldest settlements
and the only French colonial

village left in the U.S. Ste. Gen-
evieve is located on the Missis-
sippi River, 64 miles south of St.
Louis.

The town boasts more than
150 structures built before
1825, including the 1785 Bolduc
House, the 1792 Amoureaux
House, the 1818 Felix Valle State
Historic Site and the 1806 Gui-
bourd-Valle House, with its Nor-
man-style trusses. Visitors can
also tour the historic Memorial
Cemetery, where many of Ste.
Genevieve’s distinguished early
inhabitants are buried.
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Some important facts about your 2007 income tax return:

FILING DEADLINE: Tues-
day, April 15, 2008.

FILING EXTENSION: auto-
matic six-month extension to
Oct. 15, 2008, as long as Form
4868 is filed by the April dead-
line. But any tax owed must be
paid by April 15.

WHAT’S NEW: Filing delays
until mid-February for taxpay-
ers using any of five specific
forms related to the alternative
minimum tax: Form 8863, “Ed-
ucation Credits”; Form 5695,
“Residential Energy Credits”;

Schedule 2 of Form 1040A,
“Child and Dependent Care
Expenses for Form 1040A Fil-
ers”; Form 8396, “Mortgage In-
terest Credit”; and Form 8859,
“District of Columbia First-
Time Homebuyer Credit.”
Deduction for mortgage in-
surance premiums on home
acquisition debt that was new
or refinanced in 2007. Only
taxpayers with adjusted gross
incomes of $100,000 or less
take the full deduction, which
phases out as income increas-

es. Homeowners granted for-
giveness of mortgage debt in
2007 don’t have to pay taxes on
the amount of that forgiveness,
up to $2 million ($1 million for
amarried person filing a sepa-
rate return).

Stricter record-keeping
rules for charitable cash dona-
tions. All must be backed up by
official records such as a check,
bank copy of the check, elec-
tronic funds transfer record,
credit card or credit union

continues on page 42

Ask your mortgage

professional

Avoid Foreclosure!

Rising delinquency rates and
increased mortgage payments have
forced many home owners to face an
unpleasant truth, foreclosure and the
realities that come along with losing
your home.  As a home owner you
need to evaluate your current mort-
gage and overall financial situation.
Don't wait until you have late pay-
ments on your mortgage, lose your job
or some other unfortunate situation
arises that you were simply not expect-
ing. Do you have a plan and what will
you do if this happens to you?

In the financial evaluation stage
you need to consider whether or not
you can maintain your current mort-
gage, especially if you're in an
adjustable rate mortgage that will
soon reset to a higher monthly pay-
ment. You need to allow 6-8 month
prior to the reset date to consult a
Certified Mortgage Professional about
your financing options. With today's
credit market there are fewer mort-
gage loan options available and higher
credits scores are required. So you
must allow yourself enough time to
possibly do some credit repair prior to
obtaining a fixed rate mortgage. If you
have been putting off refinancing into
that fixed rate mortgage because you
are waiting for the best deal, now is
the time!

If you delayed in refinancing and
your adjustable rate has reset, do you
now find yourself having trouble mak-
ing the higher monthly mortgage pay-
ment? Have you missed a few pay-
ments? Here are some tips to help you
in this unfortunate situation.

e Face the reality of the situation.
Ignoring the problem will not make it
go away or result in an amicable con-
clusion for either you or the Lender.

e Be in constant contact with the
Lender. Open all correspondence from
the Lender and respond to all corre-
spondence.  Answer all phone calls
from the Lender, and retum all phone
calls to the Lender.

e Provide your Lender with docu-
mentation of your current financial sit-
uation. Document any changes that
have occurred in your income and
expenses.

o Seek help from an approved HUD
Counseling Agency. Beware of agen-
cies that charges large fees for their
services. If you have extra money you
should be applying it to your mortgage
payments.

e Consider if selling your home is
an option.  Talk to your mortgage
provider about the possibilities and
what options you would have in the
terms of a short sale.

e Prioritize your payments. Your
mortgage payment needs to be your
first priority. Cut expenses such as
cable, subscriptions, and other items
that you can eliminate. Unsecured
debt should wait until after the mort-
gage payments have been paid.

o Consider having a relative or
roommate move in to help make the
mortgage payments.

e Work out a payment arrange-
ment with your Lender; know that if
they negotiate a reduced payment or
set up a payment arrangement for your
|ate payments with deadlines you must
adhere to those deadlines.

No one wants to face the reality of
foreclosure, but it is a fact today and
many Americans are not sure where to
go or what to, while the list is not all
encompassing it is a starting point.
Many Lenders faced with the econom-
ic and political factors surrounding
today's foreclosure issues are becom-
ing more willing to work with most
borrowers, given they have the oppor-
tunity and the assurance that you are
willing to work with them.

If you have questions please email
them to
andrew@yourmortgageresources.com
or to answers@lakeloan.com Call
Andrew today at 573-317-1400.

Mortgage Resources In  The
Midwest, Inc.

Andrew Conner is a Certified
Mortgage Planning Specialist. CMPS.
Spedializing in the areas of Mortgage
Planning, Credit Repair Counseling,
Cash Flow Management, and Real
Estate Equity Management, utilizing
your mortgage as a financial instru-
ment to achieve your short term and
long term financial goals. Less than 1%
of all Mortgage Originators in the USA
have this credential.

Annual subscription rate via third-class mail in the United States is
$36.00 per year, subject to change without notice. Credit Card
orders are welcomed, please call with card information.
(573) 348-1958 » Fax: (573) 348-1923
www.lakebusjournal.com ¢ businessjournal@charterinternet.com
Mail your check or money order to: Benne Publishing, Inc.,
Attn: Classifieds, 160 N. Highway 42, Kaiser, MO 65047
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Are you eligible for Earned Income Credit?

by Eileen Putman

The IRS is making a big push
this year to make sure certain
taxpayers know they can take
the earned income tax credit, a
benefit for lower income work-
ers and working families that
goes unclaimed by up to 25 per-
cent of those who are eligible.

The EITC is intended to off-
set a portion of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare taxes, thus
boosting take-home income in
low-wage jobs and providing
an incentive to work. It’s a “re-
fundable” credit, meaning that
after it is figured against your
tax liability, the IRS sends you
any money you're due.

For 2007 tax returns, the
maximum credit is worth up
to $4,716 for people with two
or more qualifying children,
though it's also available to
some taxpayers without chil-
dren.

“For families eligible for the
maximum it's almost a quarter
of their income,” said David R.
Williams, IRS director of Elec-
tronic Tax Administration and
Refundable Credits. “That is

such a significant amount of

money. It can mean so much
for a family.”

But the rules and qualifica-
tions can be confusing. People
overlook the credit because
they believe it’'s too compli-
cated, they don’t have children
or their income is so low they
don’t have a legal obligation to
file taxes. Many aren’t native
English speakers.

As many as 5 million people
are probably eligible for the
credit but are not taking it, the
IRS says.

To reach out to them, the IRS
has “EITC Awareness Day” on
Jan. 31 -- about the time peo-
ple get their W-2 forms from
employers and start thinking
about income taxes. The agen-
cy also works with 12,000 vol-
unteer tax preparation sites for
people who need help with this
and other benefits.

The credit is calculated on
IRS worksheets, available in
English and Spanish. There is
also an English-Spanish “EITC
Assistant” tool on the IRS Web
site at http://www.irs.gov.
Many EITC filers can file for
free online using the IRS Free

File partners, providing they
access those partners from the
IRS Web site. The agency is also
reaching out to Native Ameri-
cans, people with disabilities
and those in rural areas who
may be eligible for the credit.

Congress originally ap-
proved the tax creditlegislation
in 1975. For tax year 2005, more
than 22 million taxpayers re-
ceived over $41 billion through
the EITC credit, an average
credit of $1,797, the IRS said.
For tax year 2006, 22.4 million
taxpayers received $43.7 bil-
lion as of last November. But
only about 75 percent of those
eligible claim this benefit, the
agency says.

Most who claim the credit
use a paid tax preparer. The IRS
says taxpayers should avoid
preparers who offer upfront
to qualify them for EITC or
ask them to sign a blank 1040.
They should also avoid pre-
parers who charge high fees
for refund anticipation loans,
a short-term advance of quick
cash using the expected refund
as collateral. Those who can’t
afford a paid preparer should

use volunteer tax prep sites run
by community organizations,
the IRS says.

To get the earned income
tax credit, you must file a tax
return, even if you didn’t earn
enough money to be obligated
to file.

If in 2007 you had less than
$37,783 ($39,783 for married fil-
ing jointly) in income and had
two or more qualifying chil-
dren, you are eligible for the
credit. People with no quali-
fying child can still be eligible
for a credit of up to $428 if their
income was less than $12,590
($14,590 for joint filers). Those
with one qualifying child and
income under $33,241 ($35,241
for joint filers) are also eligible.

What’s a qualifying child?
There are three tests: the child’s
relationship toyou, age and res-
idency. A qualifying child can
be a son, daughter, stepchild,
foster or adopted child, or de-
scendant of any of them; broth-
er, sister, half brother or sister,
stepbrother, stepsister or their
descendant. The child must
have been under 19 at the end
of 2007 or a full-time student

under age 24. Someone perma-
nently and totally disabled also
qualifies, regardless of age. The
child must have lived with you
in the United States for more
than half the year.

People claiming the EITC,
and their qualifying children,
must have valid Social Security
numbers.

It’s possible some of those el-
igible for the credit don’t claim
it because they have illegal im-
migrants in the household and
fear the IRS will share their
information with immigra-
tion authorities. The IRS says it
doesn’t do that.

“We divulge that informa-
tion to no one,” Williams said.
“We would not be divulging So-
cial Security numbers or tax-
payer identification numbers
to other third parties.”

Another reason people may
hold back from filing for the
credit is fear that the refund-
able money may adversely af-
fect welfare benefits. But in
most cases, EITC payments
are not used to determine eli-
gibility for Medicaid, Supple-
mental Security Income, food
stamps, low-income housing or
most Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families payments.

RE/MAX At The Lake ¢ Laurie ® www.TeamGibson.com

Team Gibson

Great Income Property

Turnkey Contemporary Lake Home!

Rare Opportunity!

573-374-3214 - 1-800-748-8499

Location, Location, Location!

Honesty,
Integrity and
Our Very Best

Effort For You!

REMBEX

At The Lake
147 S. Main
Laurie
MO 65038

Tremendous LF marina & camp ground. Beau-
tiful lake views can be found throughout the 40
acres. Lovely owners home, large outbuilding,
swimming pool, game room. This is an ex-
ceptionally clean, modern & net family owned
facility that has tremendous repeat business &
excellent books. This property has great devel-
opment potential. $1,395,000 MLS33047609

The Good 0Id Days

Beautiful 3BR, 3BA, 2536 Sq.Ft.LF Home in
mint condition. Open design w/vaulted ceil-
ings, walls of glass, FP, Maint. free exteriors,
attached garage, Large quiet cove w/deep
water year round, encap. dock, second tier
lot comes with Blacktop to the door.$488,900
MLS#3044040.

Fit for a King!

Established business with excellent real estate
at a low price. Excellent cozy bar and warm
atmosphere to be found here. Lots of good res-
taurant equipment, walk-in cooler comes with.
Living quarters on the premises for the help or
owner operator. Tremendous amount of storage
for supplies. Large level parking. Good highway
frontage. City Sewer. $265,900 MLS#3047155

Awesome Point

Perfect location by land and water. Only min-
utes from downtown Laurie, yet offers the
quiet water of the beautiful 41 mile mark of the
Osage. property consist of quiet cove location
with very deep water great view, and perfect
locations for the docks. Awesome point and
Million dollar views from bluff frontage. Brand
new blacktop on the hill leading into the prop-
erty. $890,000 MLS#3047898

Custom Built Lake Home

Charming native stone structures with knotty
pine interiors, beautiful point in quiet cove lo-
cation with deep water and million dollar views.
Premium encapsulated dock. This park-like
setting has 60 gently rolling Ozark acres and
would make a fantastic bed and breakfast, a
small resort, or start over and create whatever
you desire. $979,000 MLS#3043270

4BR, 4.5BA, 3520 sq. ft. perfect main level living
floor plan. vaulted ceilings, gas FP, large gour-
met kitchen w/custom cabinetry, desert land-
scape, dock, 36x24 detached garage & work-
shop, private boat ramp, 366 ft. of LF w/nearly
4 acres, quiet cove w/deep water.$529,000
MLS#3044570

3BR, 2BA 2720 sq. ft. open floor plan with lots
of glass to enjoy the Million Dollar view. Main
free exteriors, 239 ft. of gentle LF ,large cove
w/deep water, pristine grounds, boat house,
martini deck & patio at waters edge, detached
garage. Great Parking. Black top to the door
$529,000 MLS#3047380

4BR, 3BA, 3900 sq. ft. entry level living incl.
laundry. Gourmet kitchen, cherry cabinets,
quartz countertops, huge pantry. Lots of glass,
marvelous view of the large cove w/deep wa-
ter year round. 10’ coffered ceilings through-
out, formal dining rm, fireplace, central vac.,
Approx. 800 sq. ft. in lower level unfinished,
maint. free trex decks, garage, concrete single
well dock. $539,500 MLS#3047656
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Preparations begin for 2008 Offshore Super Series

by Monica Vincent

On September 26th, 27th
and 28th the Lake of the
Ozarks will again play host
to the Horny Toad Offshore
Super Series National Cham-
pionships with events and
headliner concerts running
all weekend. With last year’s
first ever OSS event at the
Lake being a measurable suc-
cess, the first organizational
meeting for this year’s race
was met with great turnout
and enthusiasm.

Merlyn Vandervort, owner
of the Horny Toad and host of
the event, called the meeting
to order with a big thank you
and compliments to all the
participants, volunteers and
sponsors of last year’s race.
Said Vandervort, “A great in-
centive for sponsors this year
will be the income and at-
tendance the event generated
last year in its very first run at
the Lake of the Ozarks.”

Tim Jacobsen, with the
Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, reported that the eco-

nomic impact of last year’s
race was a conservative $4.2
million for the local economy.
Said Jacobsen, “We did not
apply the number 4 multiplier
which is a standard CVB cal-
culation, so the $4.2 million

is a very conservative num-
ber.” He also reported that at
all the boat shows the CVB
attends in and out of state,
everyone wanted to know if
the OSS races would be back
again this year.

Each of the race volunteer
departments then made re-
ports on last year’s race and
their suggestions forimprove-
ments for this year’s race.

The Sheriff’s Department
stated that they ran short on

resident passes for Bitter-
sweet access last year. Overall
the checkpoints ran very well.
Residents asked that they be
notified earlier next time, but
they were also pleased over-
all. The Sheriff’s department
asked for an official letter re-
questing the road be closed
for the race weekend.

The Water Patrol said a
great job was done with the
marking of the course, but
they need more visible ones
since some of the boaters
complained they couldn’t see
the markers. Even though it
was windy, they did a good job
of keeping the course up. The
only problems reported with
spectators stemmed from
incidents in which a couple
of people claiming to be OSS
officials were parking in front
of others. Once again, every-
thing ran smoothly overall.

Dan Francis of Ozark Vil-
lage Docks said they needed a
lot more radios for this year’s
event. He also cited the need

continues next page
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Preparations begin for 2008 Offshore Super Series

continued from previous page
for more access in and out of
the Horny Toad since many
spectators were parked in the
way last year. He looked to
the Water Patrol to see if they
could shut down the course
from Friday to Sunday after-
noon this year to a no-wake
zone so they could hold bar-
rels in place to establish the
course and traffic. Francis
said the barrels would have
to be much bigger this year
for visibility and possibly dif-
ferent colors. The size of the
barrels is important because
of the deep water and the
need to drop heavy anchors
to hold them in place. This is
the main reason they need a
weekend shutdown, because
hundreds of these barrels
cannot be easily taken in and
out.

Captain Matt Walz with
the Water Patrol was unwill-
ing to commit to a weekend
shutdown at this point and
suggested looking into the
possibility of extending the

PROBUlLlf\

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, LLC

course and keeping specta-
tors confined to one side of
the course.

In addition to improved
course marking, representa-
tives from Lake Ozark Docks
have already started asking
for patrol boat volunteers a
month ago. They stated the
need for more patrol units
this year and that they all be
manned with radios for better
communication, and some
type of designator for their
boat and/or person to estab-
lish authority.

Event Committee co-chair,
Willy Glickert stated that ev-
eryone on the water needed a
radio and complimented the
fire and rescue teams on fan-
tastic job.

Lisa Larson with the Horny
Toad said that next year’s race
would see centralized care-
taking for the OSS staff. “Now
that the hotel is complete we
have facilities to keep things
in one place.”

Roger Rand with the Horny
Toad reported on the evalu-

ation forms which were sent
out to all the OSS teams from
last year in order to obtain
constructive feedback to pre-
pare for this year’s race. The
consensus from the evalua-
tion forms said the organiza-
tion of manpower, advertis-
ing and marketing, food, and
television coverage were well
done. The areas the teams felt
needed improvement were
more signage directing the
teams to locate, better park-
ing, more traffic control for
the teams during load in and
load out, shuttle service after
the event, more space for the
race village, and they felt it
was best to have all the teams
located in the same place. The
teams also requested some
changes for next year includ-
ing a sign-up station for the
following year’s race, a lock-
down of volunteers, a

viewing barge, a single dry
pit area, and stadium style
seating in the parking lot
overlooking the crane (load in
and load out area).

* Professional Design and Construction

» Superior Oversight and Management

* Result Driven For Success

CONDOMINIUMS

Said Vandervort, “The rac-
ers loved the course and ven-
ue and thought this would be
their biggest race in the coun-
try next year. They thought it
was one of the best courses
they had ever raced on and
predicted double the number
of entries next year.”

Vandervort was excited
to say that in addition to the
OSS races, POPRA (Pacific
Offshore Powerboat Racing
Association) would also be
back again this year to race
on Saturday, and that the OSS
would be adding a half course
sanctioned race on Saturday
rather than the time trials
they held last year. Sunday’s
race will still be the big one
with a full course sanctioned
race. He also announced that
the OSS nationally is in the
process with Solaris to team
up for areality television show
that follows race circuits.

Kevin Cooper, President of
POPRA and Ron Polli, Presi-
dent of OSS will be present
this year along with their

'll|n|\ /"'"“

staff.

After thanking everyon
for their assistance and a jol
well done, Vandervort turne
to the topic of this year’s com
mittees. He asked Willy Glick
ert and Alvin Heathman t
take on the Event Commit
tee again this year. Both ac
cepted and stated that all th
committee members fron
last year were on board again
Vandervort himself will hea
up the Marketing and Promo
tions Committee and looke
forward to the same commit
tee members from last yea
staying in place.

There will soon be a nev
official website for this year’
Horny Toad Offshore Supe
Series National Champion
ship - www.OSSnationals
com. Vandervort reported i
is in the process of comple
tion and will be up soon. Fo
now, race enthusiasts can lo
on to www.Toadcove.com fo
updates.

From conicept fo completion & DeyonT,..

ProBuild sets the standard for commercial, multi-family and
condominium construction at Lake of the Ozarks. ProBuild
has developed and built some of the lake’s highest quality
projects and offers developers a unique combination of
construction and development expertise. Attention to detail,
a higher standard of excellence and a ‘developer mindset’
define the ProBuild difference. ProBuild works closely with
developers to maximize the quality and market potential of
every project.

Our Highest Priority Is Your Satisfaction and Success.

1222 Lands’ End Parkway - Osage Beach MO 65065

MULTI-FAMILY COMMERCIAL SPECIALIST

ph 573.302.1300
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Lake Regional Health System to hold Fun Run/Walk

Lake Regional Health Sys-
tem will hold a fun walk/run
on Saturday, April 12 at School
of the Osage High School Track.
Registration will begin at 8 am,
with the event starting at 9am.
Participants will receive a shirt
commemorating the event if
they raise at least$25 or pay a
$25 registration fee. All pro-
ceeds will go to buy equipment
for Lake Regional Health Sys-
tem’s Cardiac Rehab Depart-
ment. Currently more elliptical
trainers, bikes, and upper body

T »

strength training equipment
are needed.

At9am, a one mile run com-
petiton will be held. Prizes will
be given for 1, 2, and 3 places.
Allrunparticipantswillreceive
a medal for participating.

After the run, the walk will
begin. Participants are invited
towalk as far as theylike. Each
lap around the track is ¥4 mile.

Team formation is encour-
aged. The top three teams that
raise the most funds and the
top three most creative teams

will receiveprizes: 1st place,
catered lunch from Panera,
Second Place, Ice Cream from
Andy’s Frozen Custard, Third
Place, catered bagels from Pan-
era. A team registration night
will be held March 19 at 5:30
p-m. at Lake Regional Health
System Cardiac Rehab.

For more information or to
receive a team packet, call Car-
diac Rehab at 302-2253 or Lau-
ra Gajda at Lake Regional Hos-
pital Foundation, 348-8153.

ESS BEAUTY...

Enduring Elegance - Lasting Value - Extraordinary Versatility

MARBLE AND GRANITE
provide exceptional durability and are
virtually maintenancefree. For elegant
showers, tubs, counters, floors and more,
Metro Marble and Granite has the expe-

rience, craftsmanship and
professionalism you need.

Metro Marble & Granite, L.L.C. pro-

vides a complete, diverse line of natural

stone to meet both interior and exte-

rior needs. Our customer service and
knowledgeable staff combined with our
advanced machinery and technology is
what sets us apart from our competitors.
We can work with you or your designer
to update your kitchen , bathroom, or

bar area to your desire.

“\

METRO MARBLE
& GRANITE

5211 Highway 54
Osage Beach

552-0140
666-543-2610

Call Krissy our
designer Joday!

Gov. Blunt announces
Joint Damage Assessment
Teams for 41 counties

Gov. Matt Blunt announced
beginning Tuesday eight joint
federal and state damage as-
sessment teams will begin
collecting property damage
information for citizens and
businesses in 41 counties im-
pacted by the statewide flood-
ing.

“These teams will work
with local officials to gather
damage information for per-
sonal flood related losses and
economic losses to Missouri
businesses,” Gov. Blunt said.
“Many Missourians are now
returning to their flood dam-
aged homes and businesses,
and we want to get the damage
assessment process moving as
quickly as possible which will
help expedite the recovery for
those affected by these devas-
tating floods.”

Gov. Blunt noted the eight
teams will look at citizen
and business losses first in 41
counties. As local damage in-
formation becomes available,
additional counties maybe
added to the joint damage as-
sessment visits.

The first counties to be
visited are: Bollinger, Butler,
Cape Girardeau, Christian,

Camden, Carter, Crawford,
Dent, Douglas, Franklin, Gas-
conade, Greene, Howell, Iron,
Jasper, Jefferson, Laclede,
Lawrence, McDonald, Madi-
son, Maries, Newton, Oregon,
Osage, Ozark, Phelps, Pulaski,
Reynolds, Ripley, St. Francois,
St. Louis, Scott, Shannon,
Stoddard, Stone, Taney, Texas,
Washington, Wayne, Webster
and Wright.

The joint damage assess-
ment teams are comprised of
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), State
Emergency Management
Agency (SEMA), Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) and
local government representa-
tives.

The teams will canvas areas
with local officials verifying
damages to support Blunt’s re-
quest for Federal Disaster As-
sistance for Citizens and Busi-
nesses.

Later, the joint teams will
begin collecting information
associated with damages to
public property, critical infra-
structure, and debris removal
to support Blunt’s request for
the Federal Disaster Declara-
tion for Public Assistance.

Gov. Blunt applauds House for adding
special rebate Tax-Free Holiday to his
Show-Me Green Tax Holiday Plan

Gov. Matt Blunt commend-
ed the House Ways and Means
Committee on passage of leg-
islation that would establish
the Show-Me Green Tax Holi-
day and that would create a
tax-free holiday to make the
economic stimulus checks
that Missourians will soon re-
ceive go even further.

“The Show-Me Green Tax
Holiday not only will save Mis-
souri’s families money, but
will help lower their monthly
energy bills and help protect
our environment,” Gov. Blunt
said. “I also strongly support
the House’s addition of the
economic stimulus tax-free
holiday to help families benefit
even more from the economic
stimulus rebates they will be
receiving.”

House Bill 2250, sponsored
byRep.MikeSutherland, would
create the Show-Me Green Tax
Holiday Act authorizing a state

sales tax exemption on the
purchase of energy efficient
products costing $1,500 or less.
The sales tax holiday would be
held during a seven-day period
each year. The types of energy-
efficient products that would
be tax exempt would include
dishwashers, refrigerators,
washers, dryers, air condition-
ers, furnaces, water heaters,
ceiling fans, light bulbs, dehu-
midifiers, and programmable
thermostats that meet or ex-
ceed the requirements of the
federal Energy Star Program.
The legislation also estab-
lishes a one-time sales tax
holiday to help benefit Mis-
souri families by exempting
all items $600 or less from
state and local sales taxes June
27 through June 29, 2008. The
sales tax holiday would follow
the delivery of stimulus rebate
checks to Missouri taxpayers
from the federal government.
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Carnahan announces completion
of landmark historical project

Online Death Records Data-
base Help People Find Family
History

Secretary of State Robin
Carnahan announced that the
Missouri Death Certificate Da-
tabase, a project of the Missouri
State Archives, has been com-
pleted.

Missouri Death Certificate
Database, a searchable online
index of over 2.1 million death
certificates from 1910-1957, was
first released in April 2006.

At that time, the database
was linked to digital images of
original certificates from one
decade. The remaining certifi-
cates were to be made available
online by April 2009, but the
Missouri State Archives com-
pleted the project over a year
ahead of schedule.

“The Missouri Death Cer-
tificate Database is the most
ambitious online project the
Archives has completed to
date,” said Carnahan. “I'want to
thank the staff and volunteers
who spent hours of their time
making this great service avail-
able to Missourians that want
to learn about the rich past of
our state and its people.”

Researchers everywhere now
have immediate, free access to
onlineimages of Missourideath
certificates over fifty years
old, including those of famous
Missourians like author Laura
Ingalls Wilder, musician and
composer John William ‘Blind’
Boone, outlaw Frank James and
political boss Tom Pendergast.
Family historians, biographers,
and other researchers can use
these death certificates to dis-
cover key information about an
ancestor orimportant historical
figure, including occupation,
burial site, birthplace, and even
the names of an individual’s
parents and spouse.

Since its release, the death
records database has been

searched an unprecedented
11.4 million times, and staff
members have responded to
over 63,700 requests for cop-
ies from researchers wishing
to learn more about their heri-
tage.

A project this vast could not
have been completed without
the support of many people.
Over 600 students and vol-
unteers from across the na-
tion and other countries spent
32,810 hours preparing certifi-
cates for scanning and enter-
ing data into the index. View
the Missouri Death Certificate
Database at: http://www.sos.
mo.gov/archives/resources/
deathcertificates/.

The Death Certificate Data-
base has earned praise by users
worldwide and was awarded the
Award of Merit by the American
Association for State and Local
History (AASLH).

The project is administered
by the nationally-recognized
Missouri State Archives, a divi-
sion of the Office of Secretary of
State, which honors include its
website being named by Family
Tree Magazine as one of the na-
tion’s finest resources for family
history research for five straight
years.

In addition, the State Ar-
chives received AASLH Awards
of Merit for its work on a Lewis
and Clark-era reproduction of
the Missouri River and for the
St. Louis Circuit Court Histori-
cal Records (1804-1875) Project.

Other resources on the Ar-
chives’ award-winning website
include the Soldiers Database,
with images of individual ser-
vice cards from the War of 1812
to World War I; the Naturaliza-
tion Records Index, 1819-1955;
and the Civil War Provost Mar-
shal Index Database. To visit the
Missouri State Archives click:
www.sos.mo.gov/archives.

Osage Beach Elections April 8

Municipal Election Day is
April 8, 2008. The polls will
open at 6:00 a.m., and will re-
main open until 7:00 p.m.

The following offices will be
voted on:

Mayor

Penny Lyons *

Eric Medlock
Alderman—Ward I
Rich Martin*

Kevin Rucker
Alderman—Ward IT
Lois Farmer

Janell Bednara*
Alderman—Ward III
Christopher Foster
David John Gasper
City Collector

John M. Berry*
*Denotes incumbent

Business Briefs

Missouri’s unemployment
rate inched lower in February;,
but so did the number of jobs.

Preliminary data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
leased Friday said the state’s
unemployment rate in Febru-
ary sank to 5.3 percent, down
from 5.5 percent in January.

The national unemploy-
ment rate in February was 4.8
percent.

In February, Missouri had a
net loss of 300 jobs from Janu-
ary, but still ended above 2.8

million jobs in total.

Cutbacks in the state’s auto-
motive plants cost 3,100 jobs.
That was offset by a 1,900-job
increase in construction and
1,500-job boost in private edu-
cational services. (AP)

Thestate Supreme Courthas
overturned a ruling that would
have blocked many communi-
ties from using eminent do-
main for private development
supported by tax breaks.

The law allows local govern-
ments to take properties they

deem blighted, as long it’s not
barred elsewhere in state law.

At issue was whether a pro-
vision in the state constitution
that allows so-called charter
cities to use eminent domain
also prevents noncharter cities
from taking private property.

A dentist fighting attempts
by the city of Arnold to take his
business to clear way for rede-
velopment had argued that the
law did limit noncharter cities.

But Missouri’s highest court
ruled Tuesday that the Legisla-
ture can pass bills allowing any
city or county to use eminent
domain. (AP)

For more than 40 years, Raymond James has been
committed to personalized service. In fact, ours
was one of the first firms to focus on financial
planning, a discipline based on long-term client
relationships. That’s why we chose Raymond
James. And it’s how we can offer individual
solutions from one of the most comprehensive
ranges of financial services anywhere.

Look no further. Contact us today.

Robert L. Cotter
Branch Manager

26 Years Experience
12-Year Lake Resident

Landmark Center

* NOT FDIC Insured

Iroquois Financial

573-348-6888

Member FINRA/SIPC

+ Suite 303 - 3535 Highway 54 + Osage Beach MO 65065

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

+ NOT GUARANTEED by Iroquois Federal « Subject to risk and may lose value
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Governor Matt Blunt wants $3.1 million to repair the
137-year-old Missouri chief executive’s residence

The Governor’'s Mansion,
situated on a bluff overlooking
the Missouri River, cost $75,000
to build in 1871.

The governor wants the
funding added to a supplemen-
tal budget. That is designed to
cover extra costs not included
in the budget approved by the
Legislature during the previous
session. Lawmakers can accept
orreject the governor’srequests;
they can’t change them or add
their own ideas.

The money for the project
would come from a special fund
for state buildings and not from
the general revenue dollars that
can be spent on state programs.

The governor’s plan calls for:
$1.2 million to replace part of
the heating and cooling system
for the second and third floors,
renovate the kitchen and repair
flooring and plaster, $1.1 million
to fix windows, trims, outside
masonry, cornices and columns
and $780,000 to fix the roof.

Rich AuBuchon, the gover-
nor’s deputy commissioner of
administration, said the plan
is for the Blunt family to live in
their Springfield home while
repairs are completed over the
summer. AuBuchon said that
way the next governor can move
into the residence in January.

Those plans could change,
however, if construction or
weather delays slow the project.

Rotary Exchange students Madara Romenkova from Latvia, left, and Den-
iz Er from Turkey, visited the Laurie-Sunrise Beach Rotary on February 28,
where Madara gave a presentation to the group about her home country
and her family. The two students are presently studying at School of
the Osage. Shown with them is Rick Soetebier, Associate Director of the
youth exchange program for this Rotary District. For more information
contact Susan Kirkpatrick 372-6610

Reece & Nichols Lake Ozark Real Estate is pleased to announce that four
of our dedicated Realtors have been presented with a Certificate of Ex-
cellence for the year of 2007 by Reece & Nichols Alliance, Inc. This award
is only given to those Realtors who have reached a multi-million dollar
in sales. Kathy Halderman, Gene Evans and Ron & Ann Lewis all excel at
customer service & truly believe in the Reece & Nichols values of a “Tradi-
tion of Excellence and a Reputation for Results”.

The Lake Area Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed new member
Cachero Roofing LLC. with a ribbon cutting. For more information or an
estimate contact 660-527-0180. Pictured in the ribbon cutting along with
Chamber Active Volunteer Ambassadors are: Michelle Cook, Lake Area
Chamber Marketing Dir.; David & Jennifer Cachero (Owners w/ scissors)
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Who does he think he’s kidding?

For the last several months, I've come to
think that Senator Barack Obama (D-IL) was
one of slickest politicians in history; smart,
good looking, beautiful family, articulate, and
a truly gifted spokesman. John F. Kennedy,
Martin Luther King, and Bill Clinton all
wrapped up in one perfect package. Short of
his views and positions on important issues,
which unfortunately most voters don't pay
near enough attention to, he's the ideal can-
didate.

If only I agreed with Senator Obama on
the issues, he may have had my vote; until
now. They say you can tell a lot about people
by the company they keep; for the last twen-
ty years Barack Obama has attended the
Trinity United Church of Christ, led by the
Reverend Jeremiah Wright. Rev. Wright has
been a spiritual advisor and a close friend of
Senator Obama for many years; he married
Barack and his wife Michelle, baptized their
children, and in Senator Obama’s own words,
he considered Rev. Wright as his Uncle, part of
his family; he even recently appointed him as
amember of the African American Leadership
Committee. If you didn't know Jeremiah
Wright, or had never heard one of his ser-
mons you would think; who cares, what's the
big deal? But once anyone listens to Rev.
Wright's, hate filled anti American, racial rhet-
oric; you'll never look at Senator Obama in
the same light of hope or change, as he so
passionately preaches, again.

Senator Obama said quote; “My judg-
ment was that it was not as problematic as
what I've seen over the last couple of days”
(referring to recent news footage that shows
Rev. Wright ranting on about the American
government inflicting the aids epidemic, and
drug abuse on African Americans, and saying
God Damn America, and a plethora of anti
American sentiments in many of his past ser-
mons). Judgment; this man wants us to
believe that he has the “judgment” to be the
Commander in Chief of the United States,
when he doesn't even have the good judg-
ment to disassociate himself with such a
bigot. Senator Obama further stated regard-
ing his knowledge of Rev. Wright's hate filled,
anti American speech; " was aware of one or
two of his comments but not all”. Does he
really expect the American people to buy that
he has been closely involved with this individ-
ual for twenty years and is just now realizing
his radical views? Is he obtuse? Is he oblivi-
ous, or just such a very poor judge of charac-
ter? Or, does he really share the same beliefs
as Rev. Wright, his “Uncle”, and his “spiritual
advisor”? | sure as hell dont buy it, and |
would predict a dismal end to Senator
Obama'’s political future because of it.

The Vandervort

On a different note; why do voters keep
giving John McCain a second look? Probably
for the same reason | keep giving him a sec-
ond look. I'll admit, as a true conservative, |
haven't always got a warm fuzzy feeling
about John McCain, but the harder | look at
him, the more I like him. Senators Clinton and
Obama both speak eloquently about being
the candidates of change, but John McCain,
has been the politician for change ever since
he got into politics, so much so that many
conservatives have real issues with him
because he doesnt always walk the party
line. Politicians always speak of bringing the
country together, and reaching across party
lines to get things done; no politician has ever
been as successful at bipartisan politics as
John McCain. Agree with him or not, the one
thing that you have to respect about John
McCain is his character, you know where he
stands, and he stands on his principles. He's
served this country his entire life; he's a true
patriot and an American hero. At the end of
the day, | do see eye to eye with John McCain
on the really important issues, issues like a
strong national security, smaller government,
lower taxes, and conservative judges.

| know that a lot of people have gotten
excited about the possibility of a bright,
young African American or a female as
President of the United States, and it's gotten
a lot more people involved in the political
process, which is a great thing. | believe this
country is ready to elect an African American
or a female as President, but we can surely do
a heck of a lot better than Barack Obama, or
Hillary Clinton. Mrs. Clinton’s campaign mes-
sage is one of change, and experience.
Change; who's she kidding; her policies are
the same old same old. Experience? | don't
see how being a former First Lady gives you
the experience to be President; I mean, would
you want your cardiologist's wife performing
open heart surgery on you?

I'd love to throw a name into the ring as
a Vice Presidential candidate for John
McCain; Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
America would get the best of all worlds with
a McCain/Rice ticket. No doubt she has the
experience, the knowledge, the polish, and
the charisma to be a formidable candidate,
and could very well go on to succeed John
McCain as President. For Americans eager to
elect the first female or African American
President; Condoleezza Rice would be a wor-
thy candidate.

Merlyn Vandervort
Horny Toad Inc

Take a Kid Fishing Derby June 7

Take a Kid Fishing Derby will
take place at the Osage Beach
City Park, on Hatchery Road,
Saturday, June 7, 2008 from
10:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m.

Allfamiliesar eencour-
aged to attend. Groups will be
organized, Boys and Girls 3-7,
8-11, and 12-15 years old.

Every child attending will
geta complimentary goody bag
and fishing equipment (most
likely a tackle box).

Eventswillinclude: Distance
Casting (2 attempts), Speed
Reeling (2 attempts), Accuracy
Casting (2 attempts), Flipping
(2 attempts), and Catch and Re-
lease a fish from the pond.

In addition, there are many
other activities being planned
such as the Identity Finger-
printing Program, displays by
area police and fire depart-
ments, as well as the Highway
and Water Patrol, the Dog-

wood Animal Shelter, YMCA,
Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Orion Sci-
ence Center, State Park, Citi-
zens Against Domestic Vio-
lence and Kids” Harbor, just to
name a few.

For more information, con-
tact the Lake of the Ozarks
Convention & Visitor Bu-
reau at 1-800-FUNLAKE, or
573-348-1599.

&”L/\‘J;L'

JEFF MARSHALL

W, Iree.

Licensed Electrical Contractor  Bonded & Insured
Residential ¢ Commercial * Industrial  Voice Data  Home Theater

PO Box 39396, St. Louis, MO 63139
E-mail: Jeff@akamecontracting.com

Cell: (314) 581-4674
Fax: (314) 832-4930

We’re right here!

IROQUOIS FEDERAL

¢ We service our loans

* Mortgage and construction loans
* Investment property financing

e Commercial loans
¢ Boat and auto loans
¢ Jumbo loans available

* We’ve been in the mortgage business for 124 years

Iroquois Federal was established in 1883. With four
offices in Central Illinois to back the loan production
office in Osage Beach, we're trained and ready to

handle your requests.

Please call, stop by, or we’ll come to you.
We hope to hear from you soon!

Libby Holland
Loan Production Manager
23 year Lake Area resident

30 years of lending expertise

&)

Iroquois Federal
Landmark Center -+ Suite 303 « 3535 Highway 54 « Osage Beach MO 65065

573-348-6686
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15-Year, 30-Year, or a Biweekly
Mortgage?

In the past, the 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgage was the standard choice for
most homebuyers. Today, however,
lenders offer a wide array of loan types
in varying lengths-—-including 15, 20, 30
and even 40-year mortgages.

Deciding what length is best for you
should be based on several factors
including: your purchasing power, your
anticipated future income and how dis-
ciplined you want to be about paying
off the mortgage.

What are the benefits of a shorter
loan term?

Some homeowners choose fixed-
rate loans that are less than 30 years in
order to save money by paying less
interest over the life of the loan. For
example, a $100,000 loan at 8 percent
interest comes with a monthly payment
of around $734 (excluding taxes and
homeowner's insurance). Over 30 years,
this adds up to $264,240. In other
words, over the life of the loan you
would pay a whopping $164,240 just in
interest.

With a 15-year loan, however, the
monthly payments on the same loan
would be approximately $956--for a
total of $172,080. The monthly pay-
ments are more than $200 more than
they would be for a 30-year mortgage,
but over the life of the loan you would
save more than $92,000.

What are the advantages to a 30-
year loan?

Despite the interest savings of a 15-
year loan, they're not for everyone. For
one thing, the higher monthly payment
might not allow some homeowners to
qualify for a house they could otherwise
afford with the lower payments of a 30-
year mortgage. The lower monthly pay-
ment can also provide a greater sense
of security in the event your future
earning power might decrease.

Furthermore, with a little bit of
financial discipline, there are a variety
of methods that can help you pay off a
30-year loan faster with only a moder-
ately higher monthly payment. One
such choice is the biweekly mortgage
payment plan, which is now offered by
many lenders for both new and existing
loans.

Biweekly mortgages

As the name implies, biweekly mort-
gage payments are made every two
weeks instead of once a month--which
over a year works out to the equivalent
of making one extra monthly payment
(compared to a traditional payment
plan). One extra payment a year may
not sound like much, but it can really
add up over time. In fact, switching
from a traditional payment plan to a
biweekly mortgage can actually shorten
the term of a 30-year loan by several
years and save you thousands in inter-

The Al Elam Column

est.

If you're interested in a biweekly
payment plan, make sure to check with
your lender. In many cases, lenders also
offer direct payment services that auto-
matically withdraw funds from your
bank account, saving you the trouble of
having to write and mail a check every
two weeks.

Making extra payments yourself--do
it early!

Another way to pay off your loan

Greg Tolbert

more quickly is to simply include extra
funds with your monthly payment.
Most lenders will allow you to make
extra payments towards the principal
balance of your loan without penalty.
This is especially attractive to homebuy-
ers who are concerned about their
future earning power, but still want to
be aggressive about paying off their
loan.

For example, if you had a 30-year
loan, you might decide to send the
equivalent of one or two extra pay-
ments a year (which could shorten the
overall length of the loan by many
years). But if your financial situation
suddenly took a turn for the worse, you
could always fall back on the regular
monthly payment.

One important note, though, is that
if you do decide to send extra funds,
make sure to do it EARLY in the life of
the loan. This is because most home
loans are calculated in such a way that
the first few years of payments are
almost entirely interest, while the last
few years are mostly applied towards
the principal balance. Thus, you can get
the most bang for your buck by making
the extra payments early in the life of
the loan.

If you have any questions or con-
cems regarding the buying or selling of
your home, please give me a call or stop
by the Al Elam Real Estate Co. office;
(573) 365-2311; 2860 Bagnell Dam
Blvd., Lake Ozark, MO 65049.

From the website of Judy Sepac
http://lwww.judysepac.com/content/arti
cle.html/38932
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We have the Commercial Property You Need! Call John Today!

Contact

John Farrell
573-348-2181 573-
216-2181

www.johnfarrell.com

“Our Hew

Customens Become
Owr Old Priends ”

MLS #3026979

IDEAL LOCATION! 43+/- ac. boasting easy access off Hwy 54 on Hwy 42,
Osage Beach city limits, City water & sewer available, Miller County.
BONUS! Established RV Park, highest rated at the Lake!
Existing Clientele, 5 air conditioned log cabins, 74 CATV Full Hookup
Sites, Laundry Facilities, Playground, Swimming Pool,

Meeting Room and Open Air Pavilion,

Call Today! MLS #3026979

Prime Commercial Development Possibilities
with interim Income Potential — CALL JOHN TODAY!

"AQvantage.

Eall your lake Area Commereial Bxnert! Business and Professional

Women hosts “How to
Network” April 2

Whether you’re trying to
promote your business or
find a new job, networking
is key. But successful net-
working is more than just
passing out business cards.
Successful networking is
about building strategic re-
lationships. The Heart of the
Ozarks chapter of Business
and Professional Women
hosts “How to Network” at
its next monthly meeting on
Wednesday, April 2, 2008, at
5:30 p.m. at Inn at the Grand
Glaize in Osage Beach, Mis-
souri. The session is free;
dinner is $12.00.

Suzanne Sharp, national
speaker and Dean of Gradu-
ate and Continuing Edu-
cation Studies at Stephens
College, offers a fast-paced
and interactive session on
how to network successfully.
Learn how to create a com-
pelling 20 second self-in-
troduction, use “secret mis-
sions” to generate goals and

www.dec-fec.com 1-800-268-1078

CENTRAL

SIDING & WINDOWS, INC.

centralsiding@
charter.net

To Learn more about DecTec
or to get an estimate call:

look for resources in unlike-
ly places. In business, you
can’t make the vital connec-
tions you need to prosper in
today’s economy without a
dynamic ability to network.
Take advantage of Suzanne’s
expertise and turn into a top
notch networker.

Heart of the Ozarks
Business and Professional
Women is the Lake area’s
chapter of Business and Pro-
fessional Women/USA and
is committed to the equity
of women in the workplace.
This friendly, high energy
group invites women from
all around the Lake area
to join them in helping to
shape the future of women
in business.

For more information on
attending “How to Network”
or the chapter in general,
please contact Nancy Dille
at (573) 216-0180.

Eliminate Balcony

Maintenance Costs and

Protect Your Home!

Waterproof
Durable
Attractive

Aluminum Railing
System

Maintenance Free
Easy Installation

Gutters, Doors,
Vinyl/Composite Decks & Fences

973-365-9997

4732 Hwy. 54, Suite E

Osage Beach
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Legislation looks to
make Lake more user-
and eco-friendly

continued from page 11
to comment on the reports
that it contains provisions that
would limit boat slips to 55
feet on the Lake of the Ozarks.
The thinking would appear to
be that limiting the size of the
slip will in effect limit the size
of the boats and the ecological
impact on the Lake shores and
property—let’s face it - 55 feet is
still a really big boat.

One piece of legislation is
nearing the end of its “warn-
ing” phase. The end of en-
capsulated foam on our Lake
is due by December 31, 2008.
Dock owners who haven'’t re-
foamed their docks with the
non-encapsulated variety by
now find themselves faced with
a frantic effort to get that taken
care of by the deadline. Failure
to comply will result in fines,
revocation of the dock permit
and privileges and possibly
even the confiscation of the
dock itself. The latter is only in
extreme cases of non-compli-
ance, but the owner of the dock

will be required to pay for any
costs relating to enforcement
after December 31.

All this legislation is aimed
to make the Lake of the Ozarks
more user-friendly and more
eco-friendly and ensuring that
future generations will still be
able to enjoy boating in Mis-
souri.

Unfortunately, legislators
often find themselves between
arock and a hard place, calling
for reactive rather than proac-
tive rules and regulations. Try
to bear with them - they are
just trying to keep this a great
place to live and vacation. And
let’s face it, without the vaca-
tion crowd you'd be looking ata
very different Lake area.

You can help by making your
opinions known to your rep-
resentatives in the House and
Senate. Representative Wayne
Cooper will be available at a
Town Hall meeting at 6 p.m.
on April 10 at Central Bank in
Camdenton to discuss this and
other issues.

WE HAVE BUYERS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

fnbclakeoftheozarks.com
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RIGLUREN{OURSEIE
withla'stiess/freeiretirement

Stant:Your
IRAYTODAY!

your Hometown Bank Since 1905.

CAMDENTON 5733463311
OSAGE BEACH 573-3483171

N ATIO N A SUNRISE BEACH 5733749500
LAKE OZARK 5733654212
B AN K Toll Free 1-.877-3463615
MEMBER FBIC

www.fnb-lakeozarks.com

Local BPW member to
headline at state conference

The annual State Conference
of the Missouri Business and
Professional Women (BPW) will
be held April 25-27 at the Coun-
try Club hotel. Peggy Cochran,
a member of the local Heart of
the Ozarks BPW chapter, will be
the keynote speaker at the con-
ference.

A native Southeast Missou-
rian, Peggy Cochran taught
speech, drama and English for
21 years in House Springs, Por-
tageville and Chaffee, Missouri.
Her husband, Paul, is a retired
teacher 35 years as a ninth grade
English teacher, and they have
three children; daughter Lori is
an attorney, and son Dean and
daughter Jaimie are both teach-
ers in the St. Louis County area.

Peggy was the first woman
to be Executive Director of the
now 35,000 member Missouri
National Education Association
and the first Missouri teacher to
hold that position. She served
as Executive Director twice as
long as any of her predecessors,
and she retired in 2006 with 21

years of service with Missouri
NEA--making a total of 42 years
in Missouri education.

Peggy served six years on the
Board of Trustees for Jefferson
College--the last two years she
served as president of the board.
Peggywasrecently honored with
the Missouri Progressive Vote
Coalition’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and the Missouri
NEA Lorna Bottger Legislative
Activist Award. In the 1980’s,
Peggy was a charter member of
the Gravois Pioneers BPW Chap-
ter and is currently a member of
the Heart of the Ozarks BPW at
the Lake of the Ozarks.

She is serving as Chairperson
of the Morgan County Demo-
cratic Club and President of the
Creekers Charitable Group, and
she works part-time for the NEA
and as a consultant for interest-
based negotiations, problem-
solving and dispute resolution.

For more information about
BPW and the state conference
visit their website www.bpwmo.
org.
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Lake Area Chamber of
Commerce Sponsoring Senior
Job Fair and Volunteer Expo

The Lake Area Chamber of
Commerce along with the Lake
Regional Health System will
be sponsoring the 1st Annual
Senior Job Fair and Volunteer
Expo on Monday, April 7th from
9 AM -2 PM. The event will be
held in the Lake Regional Com-
munity Rooms on the 3rd floor
of the hospital.

The Senior Job Fair and Vol-
unteer Expo will target individ-
uals age 50 and older that are
looking for part-time/full-time
employment and volunteer op-
portunities.

The event is free and open
to the public. Businesses and
civic organizations are invited
to register for a booth how-
ever space is limited and going

quickly. The registration dead-
line is Thursday, April 3, 2008.
A variety of employer booths
offering full-time, part-time
and seasonal positions as well
as volunteer organizations will
be on hand to share opportuni-
ties to get involved in the Lake
area. Over the next decade, the
number of Americans age 55
and older will increase by al-
most 30 percent — they will be
working well beyond the tradi-
tional age of retirement. In the
Lake Area, 35% of the popula-
tion is age 50 and older provid-
ing a very active workforce and
volunteer base.

For more information con-
tact the Lake Area Chamber of
Commerce at 573-964-1008.

Annual subscription rate via third-class mail in the United States is
$36.00 per year, subject to change without notice. Credit Card
orders are welcomed, please call with card information.

(573) 348-1958 ¢ Fax: (573) 348-1923
www.lakebusjournal.com ¢ businessjournal@charterinternet.com
Mail your check or money order to: Benne Publishing, Inc.,
Attn: Classifieds, 160 N. Highway 42, Kaiser, MO 65047

BRAND NEW 4BD/3BA, 3200 S.E HOME

In the center of Osage Beach
on large corner lot. Offers up-
scale finishes, his & hers walk-in
closets, gourmet kitchen, two
living areas, two car attached ga-
rage, & large bedrooms. ALSO
INCLUDED is a BOAT SLIP
in the community dock!! You
won’t find a better value on
the market today! Offered at
$294,900

ARARE FIND!NEARLY 1/2 ACRE BUILDING LOT

located on the 6th Green (not
fairway) of Witch’s Cove golf
course in Four Seasons. Treed
lot has gentle topo perfect for a
walk-out basement. Public wa-
ter & sewer at road available for

hook up....Asking $57,900

Web: www.EblingGroup.com - Office: 573-302-3606 - Toll free: 800-748-7812

SERVING MO. FOR OVER 32 YEARS

\Gobby o Medlin

Certified Public Accountant

\n\)/l

Established in 1987 SPECIALIZING IN:

Income Tax Planning & Preparation e Payroll Tax
Payroll Services e Estate Tax & Planning e Real Estate Taxation
Agriculture e Small Business e Contractors e Individuals

Bobby Medlin, CPA Jason Blankenship Patricia Higgins
Offices in Lake Ozark e Tipton e California

754 Bagnell Dam Blvd. Suite A

Lake Ozark * 365-9400
"Helping you keep more of what you make!"
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All
Occasion
Cakes

Every Cake
a Work
of Art!

1046 Main Street - Osage Beach
573-302-1404  www.cakebaker.com

Sitmply Elegant Wedding and Event

A touch of simple elegance to every event.

Planning L.L.C.
Stephanie Snofke 4
Owner, PBCTM

Member of: Association of Bridal
Consultants & CMBA, linens,
invitations, decorations,
keepsake floral

Lo

Cell: 573-286-6335

Fax: 573-964-0324

30838 Winn Rock Road
Rocky Mount, Missouri 65072
stephaniesnofke@charter.net
www.lakeozarkweddings.com

Danign Sptems

pecializing in metal stud framing,

drywall and acoustic ceilings
1134 NW 600 Road, Holden MO 64040
Office and Fax

(816) 230-5350
Daud, Dillon Qo Wisemne

Cell (816) 985-7271 Cell (816) 304-8845

AmerenUE invests $12.8 Million in Growth
and Reliability In Central Missouri and the
Lake of the Ozarks Area

In 2007, AmerenUE invested
approximately $4.1 million in
electric system infrastructure re-
pairs and upgrades and $3.2 mil-
lion in reliability improvements
throughout the 3,900-square-
mile area of mid-Missouri and
the Lake of the Ozarks area
served by the company’s Central
Ozarks Division. The company
also spent $3.2 million on facili-
ties to serve new customers.

On its natural gas system,
AmerenUE spent more than
$1.52 million on gas main re-
placements and other system
upgrades, and $751,000 to ac-
commodate new growth in the
Central Ozarks Division service
area.

Some specific projects in-
cluded:

e Installing a new 12,470-volt
feeder line on the east side of
Jefferson City to enhance reli-
ability and provide for future
growth.

* Constructing 4,500 feet of
new primary line and perform-
ing substation equipment up-
grades to boost capacity, im-
prove reliability and provide an
additional backup supply for
customers in the North Shore
area of the Lake of the Ozarks.

 Performing approximately
$400,000 in reliability improve-
ments throughout the Lake of
the Ozarks area, including re-
placing poles, installing devices
to improve voltage, coordinat-
ing protective devices on Ame-
renUE’s distribution system so
that any single outage would re-
sultin fewer customers being af-
fected, and installing additional
switches to enable service to be
restored more quickly when an
outage occurs.

e Constructing 2.5 miles of
new 34,000-volt line in Gerald
for increased reliability and
to provide capacity for new
growth.

* Replacing more than 67,000
feet of older underground cable
to boost reliability.

e Installing radio-controlled
switches in the Otterville, Flor-
ence, Versailles, Meta and Koelt-
ztown areas to boost reliability
and speed restoration of service
when a power outage does oc-
cur.

On the natural gas system,
improvements included:

* Replacing more than 28,000
feet of old PVC plastic mains
and 302 service lines in the Ash-
land and Hartsburg areas with
more-durable polyethylene
pipe at a total cost of $550,000
(service lines deliver gas from
mains to individual homes and
businesses).

e Replacing 170 unprotected
steel service lines in the Jeffer-
son City area with modern poly-
ethylene pipe.

Reflecting continued growth,
the division’s 124 employees
connected 1,029 new electric
customers and 308 new gas cus-
tomers.

“Enhancing service reliabil-
ity to meet the needs of the 21st
Century is AmerenUE’s top pri-
ority,” says AmerenUE Central
Ozarks Division Manager Larry
Merry. “With the increasingly
critical role that electricity plays
in modern society, we recognize
our customers not only want us
to respond quickly when their
power goes out, but to also do
more to keep the power on.”

Merry says AmerenUE'’s new-
est reliability improvement
effort is centered on “Project
Power On,” a three-year, $1 bil-
lion initiative to not only im-
prove reliability and upgrade
the company’s energy delivery
system, but also to enhance the
environmental performance of
its power plants.

Included in the funding for
system upgrades is $300 mil-

lion for putting more lines un-
derground and other projects
to better protect AmerenUE'’s
electric system against severe
weather. Every area AmerenUE
serves will benefit, with funds
allocated based on the number
of customers in each county.
Nearly $19 million will be spent
on such projects in AmerenUE’s
Central Ozarks Division over the
three-year period.

Systemwide, Project Power
On will also provide $135 mil-
lion for tree-trimming and other
vegetation management—dou-
ble the amount spent as recently
as 2004. In addition, $84 million
will be spent on an enhanced
inspection program for poles
and other equipment.

More information on this
program is available at www.
ameren.com/PowerOn.

Besides enhancing service re-
liability, Merry says community
support is also a strong focus of
AmerenUE. In 2007, the com-
pany contributed more than
$40,000 to local community or-
ganizations.

AmerenUE’s Central Ozarks
Division serves approximately
87,000 electric customers and
28,000 natural gas customers.
Besides its headquarters and
operating center in Jefferson
City, the division also has oper-
ating centers in Gerald, Lake-
side, Rolla and Versailles.

With residential electric retail
rates that are nearly 37 percent
below the national average,
AmerenUE provides electricity
and natural gas to 1.2 million
customers in Missouri. Ame-
renUE’s parent, Ameren Cor-
poration, through its affiliates,
serves 2.4 million electric and
nearly one million natural gas
customers across 64,000 square
miles of Missouri and Illinois.

Mayor talks about Lake Ozark development

continued from page 14
I wish we had more stuff —
more things on the Strip. And
I tell them to hang on, it takes
time. You've got to have the
investors. It's a long process.
We're making progress, but it’s
not as fast as I'd like it.
“T'd like to see all the build-

ings fixed up to where they
look good — like Branson. I
can remember when Branson
looked like our town.

“I think in the next two
years we're going to have a lot
of activity here year round. I'm
really excited about the devel-
opment cominghere. It's going

to put us more on the map.”
The bottom line, says
Mayor Franzeskos, is that the
economic activity will trans-
late to plenty of employment
opportunities. “Were going
to have close to six thousand
jobs when they get all of these
developments in.”
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Spruce Up for Spring!

The Lake West Chamber’s
annual Westside Road Clean-
Up is scheduled for Saturday,
April5. From8a.m.-4 p.m.large
dumpsters will be located in
Gravois Mills, Hwy 135-3 at the
Hop and Go, lower level lot of
the Bank of Versailles in Laurie
and at the First National Bank
in Sunrise Beach. Look around
area roads, and you will see the
need to spruce up for spring.

The trash bags are avail-

able at the Chamber office in
Sunrise Beach (LR 5-36) and at
Laurie City Hall. All we need
is YOU! Appliances and tires,
picked up on roadside, can be
taken to the Laurie site only.
(Donations Accepted) Scrap
metal will also be taken at the
Laurie location. Please get your
friends and neighbors together
and help with this worthwhile
project. Call 374-5500 for more
information.

Plant #1 573-392-2273

Plant #3 573-346-6629

573-348-1181

Eldon Plant #5
Plant #2 573-348-5946 Osage Beach Plant #6
Linn Creek Plant #7
Plant #4 573-374-5677 Sunrise Beach Plant #8

Serving the Lake Since 1958

417-532-7272 Lebanon
573-336-4923  St. Robert
573-378-4291  Versailles
573-374-5356 Laurie

Steelman announces flood aid

MO State Treasurer Steelman an-
nounced that her office will provide
special emergency assistance for
farms and small businesses affect-
ed by the current flooding across
the state.

Steelman will provide the as-
sistance through the BIG Missouri

program, which enables qualifying
farms and businesses to receive low
interest loans. Steelman said she
will give urgent evaluation to any
and all applications affected by the
floods, with same day turnaround
in most cases.

The BIG Missouri program has

placed over $200 million worth of
low interest loans across Missouri
since its inception in 2005.

“T am happy to offer this assis-
tance, but most importantly I join
the rest of Missouri in offering our
prayers and support to those who
have been affected.” said Steelman.

We Have All Dock Accessories In Stock at Our Showroom!

Vinyl Edging & Corners ® Swim Ladders ¢ No Wake / Idle Buoys
Dock Lockers, Lines & Rope ® Windsocks e Diving Boards/Platforms
Submersible Pumps ® De-Icers ® Ryan-O Dock Rollers ® Windsocks

A

Trico Dock Center

1 Mi. West of Grand Glaize Bridge ¢ Lake Rd. 54-49 ¢ Osage Beach

call 373-348-2737

Whatever you want in a new dock,
TRICO Dock Center can custom
build it to suit your needs!

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT WITH RIP-RAP

BARGE SERVICE - RIP RAP

Amel’en UE
Appr ove(d

AFTER

* Wave Absorption

* Ground Reinforcement
* Beautification

e Shoreline Protection

FREE ESTIMATES
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Cliffside Centre

2140 Bagnell Dam Boulvard
Suite 203
Lake Ozark, MO 65049

(573) 964-5908

Survey

Buying technology products?

If you NEED great service at a great price... NEED to print color AND black & white...
NEED to SCAN, FAX & E-MAIL documents...

NEED a reliable COPIER...
YOU NEED A COMBO!

Combo Package

1495

Lease for $53.33/mo+ tax

17PPM FULL
COLOR NETWORK
PRINTING!

LOW COST PER
COPY!

ONE YEAR ON-
SITE WARRANTY!

30 PPM PRINT
AND COPY
NETWORKED
PRINTING,
SCANNING &
FAXING!

The comparable cost of a similar
all-in-one machine that runs at this
speed is over $10,000!

Toll Free: 877-348-1440

348-1440

1046 Osage Beach Road
Osage Beach
www.osageofficeproducts.com

AND GET FREE DELIVERY,
FREE INSTALLATION AND TRAINING INCLUDED!

OSAGE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

Quality Office Solutions Since 1982

Mike Page on Dogpatch, Strip

By Michael Gillespie

Mention the Bagnell Dam Strip
in the presence of Lake area busi-
ness people and the name of Mike
Page usually comes to the fore-
front. The friendly, soft-spoken
Page is a major player in tourist-
oriented stores at the Lake. His
three storefronts — Dogpatch,
The Leather Man, and Grandma’s
Candy Kitchen — are among the
most popular and well-kept stops
on the Strip. And Dogpatch, in
business for six decades, ranks as
the oldest continually-operated
souvenir gift shop at the Lake.

Hannibal native Mike Page fin-
ished college in 1975 and started
in business in Kansas City with a
local chain of luggage and leather
good stores. Like most Missouri-
ans he was familiar with Lake of
the Ozarks and thought it might
hold the promise of business ex-
pansion. So with his brother, Joe,
he started The Leather Man Store
in 1976 and commuted back and
forth. Mike moved to Lake Ozark
in 1986.

In describing The Leather Man,
Mike says: “We have leather goods
of all kinds — sandals, moccasins,
belts, handbags, luggage items.
But a big part of the store now
has evolved into a biker apparel
business. It's been very successful
for us. We don't rely on the tourist
business for that store, although
we get a lot of it, but we advertise
regionally in the mid-Missouri
market. A lot of customers on the
strip tend to park and browse, but
my leather store is a little more of
a destination stop.”

In 1992, Mike bought an adja-
cent business — Grandma’s Can-
dy Kitchen.

Butitwasin 1993 that Page took
a deeper plunge and acquired a
genuine piece of local history —
the ever-popular souvenir shop
called Dogpatch. “The Tietmeyer
family had started Dogpatch in
1947, Page says. “Dogpatch is a
gift and souvenir store. I own an
arcade, too, between the candy
store and Dogpatch, but I lease
that to another operator. The ar-

cade was built in the late 60s. I
bought that from the Ward family.

“Dogpatch goes way back. First
it was just a little gas stop with a
snack bar as you came across the
dam, then they expanded and
added some gift items. Walt [Ti-
etmeyer] started adding a lot of
unusual curiosities and expanded
the building. The building that
I'm in now has been added onto
about three or four times. Now it’s
about 10,000 square feet.

“Walt expanded Dogpatch at
one time all the way up the rest
of the street to where the church
is today. He had a number of gift
shops attached to it at the time —
and curiosities. My brother, Joe,
and I bought all of it.”

The original Dogpatch com-
plex included a log cabin and a
sham graveyard. The graveyard
featured tombstones with comi-
cal epitaphs and a boot sticking
up out of a grave. And there was
a live, caged lion next to a reptile
garden with a snake pit. “Anything
to get people to stop,” explains
Mike. “Back in those days you'd
advertise that stuff. Walt had
chickens that he had trained to
play the piano. You'd put a quarter
in the slot and they'd peck at the
keys on the piano to get the feed
to drop down.”

With a nod toward the more
sophisticated visitor of today,
Page did away with the live attrac-
tions. “But I do find that people
are hungry for that nostalgia,”
he adds. “We still get a lot of cus-
tomers who bring their kids and
grandkids and want them to see
this. They'd like to see all the old
stuff reappear, but it’s not practi-
cal. We try to incorporate a lot of
that inside our store. We have an
old time player piano, a grandma
predicts fortune telling machine,
and other amusement-type ma-
chines.”

Page characterizes his clientele
as traditional vacationers: “A lot
of them are just visiting as they
always did — taking a trip to the
Lake of the Ozarks and not know-
ing what they'll find. One thing
I've noticed is that people who
come to the Lake and spend a
couple of days usually get to the
Strip. So we get everybody.

“The tourist-type arcade is still
here. There’s a market for what we
do. It's obviously not what it was
back in the old days when a family
took a week or two vacation and
had a bunch of souvenirs to take
back home, but there’s still a good
market. A lot of the merchandise

continues next page
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Dogpatch

continued from previous page
that we carry has changed. We still
sell souvenirs and t-shirts, but we
sell a lot of practical gift items as
well.

“We get a lot of families — it's
the nature of the store. That's what
we advertise: family favorites
since 1947. We have things for all
ages — that’s where we go with the
store. We're careful with what we
carry; it has to be family friendly.
In the summertime it’s families, in
the spring and fall it's usually more
couples traveling. Sometimes we
get college kids on break or high
school kids on senior trips.”

And there is still some of the
whimsical in Dogpatch — like
Grandpa, the animated character
that sits just inside the entrance.
“He’s a newer version,” says Mike.
“Walt had one of those for years.
He had an office with a one-way
mirror. He'd sit in his office with
a microphone and he would ac-
tually talk to people when they
came in the door. Ours has that
capacity; sometimes we'll hide be-
hind fixtures and do that just for
fun in the summertime. It's very
comical to watch because people
are startled and it's amazing the
way people will actually carry on
a conversation with it as if it were
real — especially kids. But we also
have our guy on an automatic mo-
tion sensor with recordings.”

It wasn't that many years ago
when the hillbilly image was a
major theme all around the Lake,
but Mike doesn't let Dogpatch get
carried away with it. “We've got
some old-time merchandise in
there that’s geared towards that,”
he says. “But the kids nowadays
don’t identify with that too much.
The older folks that come around
still enjoy that. I guess if there is
a hillbilly place left, it would be
Dogpatch. But we try to diversify
and not rely too much on it.”

Page is one of the key people
in the Bagnell Dam Strip Associa-
tion, which is looking for ways to
change what some would call the
deterioration of the Strip. Says
Page: “I'm glad to see that some-
thing is being done. I would like
to see it all revitalized. It doesn't
help anybody when we have va-
cancies or underproductive busi-
nesses. I don't characterize it as
deterioration. We're in a position
where we've got some uses that
might be better. But people still
come and seem to enjoy it; I'm
not going to be the judge of what
people enjoy. Although there are
some shops that don't look quite
as good as they could or they used

to, people still come and shop in
them. I can't really say that it hurts
us, but I think there are things that
we could do to improve the overall
quality that will help not only us,
but everybody. I encourage that.”

And what would be good for the
Strip? “We can work on improving
the look of things,” asserts Page.
“We've got some vacant parcels;
I'd like to see some interesting ar-
chitecture and some nice shops
there — restaurants, sidewalk ca-
fés, coffee houses. Maybe some
other types of amusements that
we don't have now. If you travel
to other places it’s not hard to see
that maybe there are things there
that might work here, too.

“It all has to work together. We
have to have parking facilities. We
need new sidewalks on the south
side of the street. All those things
makeitalittle friendlier for people.
That’s coming. Of course, the Sil-
ver Star project down by the dam
is going to bring a lot of families in.
They're talking about things like a
700 and possibly a theater of some
kind. That will encourage other
places to develop as well.

“I'would like to see a boardwalk
along the Lake, and I'd like to see
a public marina so that people
could come by water. A lot of our
visitors are enjoying the Lake and
they'd like nothing better than to
have a destination where they can
get out and walk up and down the
street.”

Page says his stores will change,
too, as the Strip reenergizes. “We're
pretty flexible,” he says with con-
fidence. “We adapt to the times
and well continue to do that.
Of course, with our candy store,
candy is pretty popular in good
times or bad. Our leather store has
developed quite a following. If the
revitalization of the Strip proceeds
as planned I think we'll see a lot
of new development and we've
got ideas on how were going to
do some things. The Bagnell Dam
Strip Association is working on the
design guidelines. The architect
will provide ideas on what the look
will be. Dogpatch has been here
sixty-one years; I suspect it will
be here another sixty-one years in
some form or another.

“We're trying to get that eclec-
tic little mix that you see in Eu-
reka Springs, Arkansas, or Gatlin-
burg, Tennessee — any of those
places where they've managed to
maintain that historic character
while upgrading as needed. With
the Strip we want to do some
new things, but we want to keep
enough of the old so that it's not
just another shopping center.”
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Quarry battle is likely to last into summer

continued from page 1
starting a very nice subdivision,”
Atkisson said. “Then hearing
that a quarry is going to move
in next door to you when you
understand the business inside
out and what it does to the sur-
rounding community.”

When Magruder Limestone
avoided a public hearing for the
quarry by pulling their setbacks
inside their property lines, Mike
said the lack of notice threw him
face first into the reality of what
could be a 20 million dollar plus
investment ruined by a needed
industry in the state. According
to Atkisson, one factor that may
have played into his argument is
the lack of planning and zoning
in Miller County.

“There would be an oversight
in the fact that they have a say
on that,” Mike said. “That is their
problem in being a third class
county, it goes back to the coun-
ty commission who virtually says
it's hard for us to do anything, we
have no authority to issue a per-
mit or deny a permit.”

Mike says ifitis a municipality

then they have the ability to put
regulations and restrictions in
place which may be able to stop
potentially damaging activity.

Seems like a reasonable argu-
ment but there is more to it than
even the previous reasons. There
may be a precedent set by this
case.

“We understand that we're
only the third formal hearing
that’s been allowed to go forward
with the D.N.R. in this particular
situation, we feel good about
that, that there is the process
that we can go forward with,”
Atkisson said. “There’s not much
history behind this, to really
come down on with.”

“And they keep talking about
the regulation and there are
some loopholes in it and they're
trying to follow it strictly accord-
ing to the letter of the law the
way that it is written and inter-
preted by certain people,” Atkis-
son said.

So for Mike, closing the loop-
holes has become a part of the
argument.

“When this situation has been

taken care of then we need to
get together and then close the
loopholes and re-write the legis-
lation so that this doesn'thappen
to anyone else, anywhere else in
the state,” Mike said.

“‘“'m not anti-business, I'm
not anti-quarry, anti-asphalt or
anything else,” Mike said. “There
asnecessary as any business that
we've got.”

“Our concerns are the loca-
tion that theyre putting it and
the under conditions that they
tried to come in,” Atkisson said,
adding that the process should
be up front for future Missouri-
ans.

“They can know up front that
somebody’s moving in next door
to them and theyre gonna find
out about it. And you're going to
have a chance to say what you
want to say, doesn’'t mean that it
will change the outcome, but at
least you just got fair represen-
tation there and got to air your
feelings and opinions on this.”

Mike Atkisson, lake resident
and former member of the un-
named masses.

Magruder Construction (www.magruderconstruction.com) is a
family owned and operated business started by Warren and Nonnie Magruder
back in 1956, and is now run by their son Mark Magruder. What began with
one bulldozer, now 40 years later covers work nationwide including state and
federal contracts.

Magruder Construction first came to the Lake of the Ozarks last year to take
over a problem limestone quarry and asphalt plant located off of Lake Road
5-45 in the Village of Sunrise Beach with a year and a half permit to operate.

The quarry had previously been operated by Camden County Stone who
had received several violations from the Sunrise Beach Quarry Accountability
Committee (SBQAC). At that point, Camden County Stone withdrew their op-
erations from the quarry and Magruder stepped in.

At the time Mark Magruder, head of local operations, stated they took over
the operation for three reasons. (see LOBJ July 2007 issue) “One thing to get it
straightened up, second thing help the industry that's evidently getting a black
eye here, that shouldn't be. And the third thing is money, that's what we are
in business for.”

Magruder also began addressing other issues including a guarantee to the
landowner not to drill deeper than he felt comfortable with, and meeting with
another nearby landowner and Ameren representatives to develop a plan for
dredging out a cove that had been polluted with silt.

The SBQAC said there had been no problems with operations since Magrud-
er took over.Said Dean McDonald, Vice President of Magruder Construction,
"Most of the concerns we've heard from citizens seem to stem back to blast-
ing. From the complaints I've heard, real research had not been done regarding
blasting issues. In the evidentiary hearing that took place last night, most of
what we heard was based on false speculation. In general blasting can be done
within close proximity and as close as 20 feet of utility and even natural gas
lines, and it is being done on a regular basis all over the country.”

The hearing McDonald refers to are the first half of the Land Reclamation
Commission meetings which were held in Osage Beach on March 24th and
25th for the convenience of local witness testimony. The second half of hear-
ings will take place April 28th through April 30th and May 2nd in Jefferson City.
The Commission will grant or deny permit based on the outcome and recom-
mendation stemming from these hearings. --sidebar by Monica Vincent

Once you experience the scenic beauty and friendly
atmosphere that is Lake Valley you will understand why
we were voted #1 golf course at the Lake of the Ozarks!

PUBLIC WELCOME

Voted the Number One Lake Course for 2006!

Affordable memberships currently available —
take advantage of our membership special while it lasts!

Reserve a tee time today at 573-346-7218
Enjoy our unique course design featuring
six par 3’s, six par 4's and six par 5's
Located just 3 miles west of
Camdenton on Lake Road 54-79

Be sure to join our “e-Link Club” at:

www.lakevalleygolf.com 346-7218
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New Osage Middle School
facility nearing completion

by Alison Schneider

If you haven’t had cause to
drive to the Hwy 42 campus
for School of the Osage you are
in for a pleasant surprise. The
new Osage Middle School facil-
ity is nearing completion and
it’s lookinglike things are going
to be completed right on time.

In April of 2006 school of-
ficials put a $21 million bond
issue before the voters of the
communitywhichwasreceived
with overwhelming support by
the voters. With the communi-
ty experiencing unprecedented
growth, the district found it-
self pressed for solutions to ac-
commodate a rapidly growing
school population.

The plan was to construct a
state of the art facility initially
designed to house around 600
students and serving grades
6, 7, and 8 in a more effective
manner. The design of the
building allows for another sec-
tion to be added a later date (as
needed) which would increase
the Middle School capacity to
800 students.

The estimates at the time the
bond was put before voters put
total costs at around $21.5 mil-
lion, and the school committed
to putting in $500,000 from its
budget to cover the additional
costs. Unfortunately, Hurri-
cane Katrina damages caused
the costs of many building
supplies to skyrocket and the
estimation quickly rose to $24
million.

Working closely with the
school’s  auditor/accounting
firm the district was able to
work out the additional funding
through use of interest bearing
accounts, cuttingsome corners,
making some tough decisions
and creative thinking to en-
sure the school built would be
the school the students needed
and the community would be
proud of.

The School Board was also
able to add a much needed
12,000 square foot addition to
the existing High School build-
ing, increasing the number of
classrooms by 8 and greatly
expanded the Library space,
making it much more user-
friendly atmosphere complete
with casual seating, Wi-Fi ac-
cess and laptop availability and
of course, more books.

The High School addition
was begun last spring and

completed in October of this
year. The school’s library got
an expansion and a facelift and
was completed before school
resumed last fall. Once the 8
classrooms in the new addition
were approved for occupancy,
the teachers moved in over
Christmas break.

“We had roaming classes
the first semester, with space
ata premium --we had teachers
sharing space,” said Dr. Mary
Anne Johnson, Osage Super-
intendent. “It was not the best
situation, but we had to make it
work so that we could eventu-
ally get the much needed class-
room space we needed. There
was just no more space to be
found”.

Just about a year ago the
ground at the new site was bro-
ken and construction began
in earnest. The Middle School
will include a rotunda shaped
commons area with a lobby
entrance and administra-
tive offices located just off the
commons. The facility itself is
divided primarily into two sec-
tions — an activities section and
academic section.

The activities section is lo-
cated just off the commons to
the left and boasts a full size
competition gymnasium as
well as a multipurpose room
with a stage, allowing thisroom
to double as a theatre for per-
formances and presentations.

The board was able to add
a mezzanine level to the gym-
nasium, making prudent use
of otherwise “lost” ceiling
space and adding additional
classroom space, weight room
location, and storage as needs
arise.

The activities wing also
houses the band room, the
choir/music room and locker
facilities, and space to accom-
modate some optional class-
rooms.

The academics area consists
of two ells/wings that are locat-
ed to the right of the commons
area. The academic wings will
initially be 4 floors with class-
rooms, library space, special
class rooms (art and sciences)
computer labs and exploratory
rooms. 51 classrooms will be
available to house the 6th, 7th
and 8th grade students that
will make up the student body
of the Middle School.

continues on page 37
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GLIMPSES OF THE LAKE'S PAST it owight weaver

“We can clean up the
QuickBooks mess!”

QuickBooks®

Customized Setup e Installation e Support
Training - Individual & Group
25 Point Checkup » Job Costing
QuickBooks Point of Sale

“We support all versions of QuickBooks!”

BEDNARA, VANDERVELD & CO., CPA'S
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Initial Consultation!
The Landing on Main Street - Osage Beach

PLA-PORT LIGHTHOUSE - Take
a trip on the Lake and you will discov-
er that miniature lighthouses seem to
be just about everywhere. They crown
retaining walls, sit on hillsides, perch
on decks, docks and buildings and are
even mounted on decorative founda-
tions of native rock. They range from
a few feet in height to prominent
structures towering 12 feet or more.
Lighthouses are typically seashore ed-
ifices that serve an essential naviga-
tion purpose and have been around
for hundreds of years. At Lake of the
Ozarks, small lighthouses have been
popular lawn-and-lakeside decora-
tions since the 1930s when roadside
pottery stands and gift shops began
to sell them to visiting tourists.

The largest lighthouse structure to
ever crown a shoreline point at Lake
of the Ozarks was the Pla-Port Light-
house built in 1933 on Observation
Heights at the 19 mile mark. The peak
of the Lighthouse was 130 feet above
the water, as seen in the 1935 photo
shown here taken by an unknown
photographer.

Although built only as an attrac-
tion for an early resort operation and
unnecessary for navigation upon the
Lake, it was nevertheless a function-
ing lighthouse with a green and white
rotating light at its top. At night the
light could be seen out upon the Lake
for a distance of 14 miles. Below the
tower the three-story structure held a
suite of rooms that became popular
among honeymooners. The resort also
had individual rock and frame cot-
tages on the grounds, a coffee shop,
restaurant, dance pavilion, and other
accommodations for vacationers, all
of it surrounding a park-like setting
upon its peninsula at the end of what
today is called Lighthouse Road in
Osage Beach. The Pla-Port Lighthouse
stood for 26 years before new owners

demolished it. Today, Lands End Con-
dominiums crown the point where
this lighthouse once stood when its
proud owners claimed that it was the
only operating inland lighthouse in
the United States.

This vintage postcard is from
the collection of H. Dwight Weauv-
er. The photographer and pub-
lisher are unknown. Weaver is
the author of three books on the
history of the Lake of the Ozarks.
“History & Geography of Lake
of the Ozarks, Volume One,” his
newest book, is available from
Stone Crest Book & Toy in Osage
Beach, or by mail. For infor-
mation, contact the author at
dweaver@socket.net.

Or call him at 573-365-1171.
Other books by Dwight Weaver
are available online at lake-
oftheozarksbooks.com.
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New Osage Middle School
facility nearing completion

continued from page 35

Right now, the interior is be-
ing readied to allow the school
to begin the move as soon a
possible without disrupting
the regular class work going
on in the current Jr. High. The
gymnasium floor is being laid,
tile is in place, walls are being
painted and the whole place is
coming together.

And what about the current
Jr. High? What happens to it?

School of the Osage officials
maintain that the building
will stay in the hands of the
district. The administrative
offices which are currently
housed there will remain and
it looks like it will be used for
some classes next year, just on
a smaller scale.

Mills Elementary, located
on the Bagnell Dam campus is
currently at capacity with 425
full time students K — 2 and
an additional 61 preschoolers.
The Upper Elementary School
currently houses 561 3rd grad-
ers through 6th graders and
the 75 year old Jr. High build-
ing is near capacity with 267
7th and 8th graders in its halls
daily. Dr. Mary Anne Johnson,
Superintendent of Schools has
serious concerns about these
numbers.

“Aside from looking ahead
and recognizing that our ex-
isting space was insufficient to
accommodate the area popu-
lation growth if it continues at
its current pace we need to be
able to provide more diverse
course opportunities for our
students to keep them compet-
itive,” she said. “Once we have
alittle breathing room, though,
we have to look into the crystal
ball again and try to plan for
the next changes in size and
curriculum”.

The immediate plan is to
move the 6th graders from the
Upper Elementary building
across the street to the new
Middle School facility with the
7th and 8th graders. The 6th
graders will occupy one sec-
tion of the new school and kept
separate from the 7th and 8th
grades. They will be assigned
to a classroom teacher as their
primary and will alternate with
two other classrooms for vari-
ous subjects.

The 7th and 8th graders will
be on the same block schedule
they currently use, with ahome

room teacher and locker as-
signment in which to keep their
books and personal items. All
students will use the common
facilities on a rotating class
schedule (music, art, P.E., etc.).

At the Upper Elementary,
also nearing capacity with the 4
grade levels in residence will be
able to increase the classrooms
available as needed to keep the
student/teacher ratio as low as
possible once the 6th grade has
left the building. They will also
be better able to accommodate
special needs students and
have more available space for
specialized instruction called
for by NCLB (No Child Left Be-
hind).

“The new addition at the
High School will allow us to
better accommodate the 570
students currently enrolled in
that building plus about anoth-

http://www.osage.k12.mo.us - The
district's website has progress photos.

er 100 or so before we run into
space issues again,” said John-
son. “It’s a challenge all schools
face in growing communities
and we are fortunate tobein an
areawhere our votersrecognize
that challenge and support our
need to keep ahead of the area
growth. Without that support,
we would be looking at a very
different set of problems in the
next fewyears.”

Things are moving right on
schedule and the desks and
books will start moving over to
the new facility the day school
is out for the summer. Next fall
School of the Osage 6th — 8th
graders will be in a brand new
state of the art building and
the school board can breathe
a little easier; but not for long.
The community is growing and
the signs are that it’s not going
to stop anytime soon. The area
school districts now have to fig-
ure out how to stay ahead of the
game - or the students will suf-
fer. And we can’t have that now,
can we?
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Kiwanis to sponsor
third annual ‘Run for
the Beach’ April 5th

The Kiwanis Club of Ozark
Coast will sponsor a 5K Run/
Walk entitled “Run for the
Beach” on Saturday, April 5th
in Lake Ozark. This is the third
year the club has sponsored the
run.

The event will begin at 10
am at the Mills Elementary
School on Business 54; all ages
are welcome. Prizes will be
awarded in nine categories.
Participants must register no
later than March 29 by calling
573-434-6029 or by going on-
line at www.ozarkcoastkiwan-
is.org.

According to event chair-

man, Aaron Spieler, “The run
will commence at Mills El-
ementary School, follow busi-
ness 54, then cross the Com-
munity Bridge and back. We're
looking forward to another
great event.”

Spieler indicated that spon-
sorship opportunities are still
available. All funds raised at
the event will stay in the local
area to continue the effort of
emergency relief to local chil-
dren and families.

The Kiwanis Club of Ozark
Coast has helped area families
since 1988. They meet weekly
in Lake Ozark.

Pauls’ Fine
Wine, etc.

All across the news there is talk
about rising prices, fueled in large
part from supply and demand from
the global economy. | found this
article that particularly points out
one side of “supply and demand”
that could potentially be avoided,
and | thought it was a good read,
so here it is:

Ethanol’s impact on food prices

“This is what happens when
government interferes with free
markets with subsidies: Across the
globe, people are discovering it's a
new contributor to world hunger.
Led by the United States, govern-
ments are paying companies bil-
lions to make ethanol from corn
and other crops. The result: these
crops are diverted from the food
supply, creating artificial shortages
and higher prices.

Even record harvests haven't
suppressed food prices. Instead,
prices are soaring to all-time highs.

Corn that traded around $2 a
bushel just two years ago is now
well over $5 a bushel. The impact
ripples through the food chain of
milk, butter, eggs, flour, pasta and
everything else, because dairy cat-
tle, beef cattle, poultry and swine
depend on the corn for their feed.
When chicken feed doesn't cost
chicken feed anymore, then neither
does anything else.

Other grains, like wheat, are
also at record highs because farm-
ers are planting less wheat and

more corn, thanks to the ethanol
incentives. Less supply, plus more
world demand, means higher prices
for wheat products, too, from flour
to bread to pasta.

And the solution is freedom: As
usual, free enterprise offers the best
solution. As The Heritage
Foundation's Ben Lieberman and
others have suggested, we should
be repealing the ethanol man—date
instead of expanding it.

Taxpayers would save billions
that now flow out of the federal
Treasury, plus our food would be
more affordable. And the Third
World wouldn't face as many food
shortages.

Ending the subsidy is easier said
than done, of course. As the New
York Times has noted, the ethanol
lobby is now "an entrenched polit-
ical force." Years of multi-billion
dollar subsidies have turned a small
group into a wealthy and effective
lobby on Capitol Hill.

Washington should give an ear
to some common sense instead.
But expecting that to happen may
be just plain ... comy. The lesson is
centralization (dependence on
Washington DC) creates problems
that decentralization (free market
enterprise) will solve. But, today’s
political leaders refuse to urge the
people to have faith in themselves
and not be government depend-
ents. Remember what JFK said,
"ask not what your country can do
for you - ask what you can do for
your country." Written by Steven
Sibson at sibbyonline.blogs.com

Steven Hermann

Paul's Supermarket
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Ethics Commission: House leaders
can keep over-limit donations

by Chris Blank

(AP) The state Ethics Com-
mission is allowing nine law-
makers and two mayoral can-
didates to keep some campaign
donations that exceed state
limits but were collected while
there was no cap on fundrais-
ing.

The state Supreme Court last
summer tossed out a law that
repealed the fundraising caps
and indicated that it should ap-
ply to donations received after
the law was passed but before
the court ruled it unconstitu-
tional.

But the Ethics Commission
was allowed to let candidates
keep over-limit donations if
the politicians could show they
relied on the law in place while
raising the money and that re-

‘For All We
reaches 90

Donations to the University
of Missouri pushed the For All
We Call Mizzou (FAWCM) cam-
paign total to 90 percent of its
$1 billion goal. Since the cam-
paign started in 2000, alumni,
friends, corporations and foun-
dations have given $913.67 mil-
lion to the state’s flagship uni-
versity.

“We are excited to see this
level of outside investment in
the future of the University,
which increases MU'’s ability
to serve our students, our state
and our nation,” MU Chancel-
lor Brady Deaton said. “We ap-
preciate our alumni and friends
who serve MU in so many ways
through their generosity of
time and donations.”

One of the gifts received in
February that helped MU reach
this milestone was a $5,000 gift
given to support the Thompson
Center for Autism and Neurode-
velopmental Disorders.Ronand
Carol Ashworth, major donors
to MU from Chesterfield, gave
the gift. Ron Ashworth, who
earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in accountancy from
MU, is chairman of the board of
Sisters of Mercy Health System
in Chesterfield. Carol Ashworth
attended MU'’s College of Arts
and Science.

“The University of Mis-
souri is providing leadership in

funding the donations would
pose a hardship.

The Ethics Commission
granted 11 hardships at its
meeting March 13 but didn’t
publicly announce them until
now.

In all, the commission is
letting the 11 politicians keep
more than $205,000 in over-
limit donations. And if lawmak-
ers approve new legislation to
remove the fundraising limits,
an additional $121,000 won’t
have to be returned.

A bill to lift the limits and
install new reporting require-
ments has already cleared the
Senate.

Among those granted a
hardship are four House lead-
ers: Rep. Ron Richard, who will
be the next speaker if Republi-

cans keep control of the House;
Majority Leader Steven Tilley;
Budget Committee Chairman
Allen Icet; and Majority Whip
Brian Nieves.

None of the major statewide
candidates have sought a hard-
ship from the commission.

The commission’s interim
executive director, Stacey
Heislen, on Friday declined to
comment about any outstand-
ing hardship appeals but said
the 11 announced this week ac-
counted for the majority.

According to court docu-
ments filed during a lawsuit
about whether the hardship
hearings should be open meet-
ings, 160 candidates accepted
over-limit donations from Jan.
1, 2007, through July 19, 2007.

Call Missou’ campaign
percent of goal

many areas, including its work
to solve the mystery of why so
many children have autism,”
Ron Ashworth said. “This has
inspired me to become more
involved. As an alumnus, I am
moved by the fact that thou-
sands of alumni are helping
MU achieve more through the
For All We Call Mizzou cam-
paign.”

Gifts to the campaign in the
past seven years have made a
significant impact.

1,500 more scholarships:
Contributions of $189 million
have allowed MU to fund an ad-
ditional 1,500 merit and need-
based scholarships.Recent gifts
include $100,000 from journal-
ism alumna Louise Black Jadel
for strategic communications
students and a $100,000 gift
from the Leucadia National
Corporation for finance stu-
dents in the Trulaske College of
Business.

85 new endowed faculty po-
sitions: Donors have contribut-
ed $69 million to help create 85
new endowed faculty positions.
Last October, Richard Miller,
Columbia, donated $1.2 mil-
lion to fund a new mathematics
education chair. A $2.5 million
gift from Sam Cook, Jefferson
City, will fund a chair in the
Department of Economics in
the College of Arts and Science.

Dave and Mardel Lillard, Prai-
rie Village, Kan., gave $100,000
for a faculty fellowship in the
College of Engineering.

Enhanced programs and
facilities: The campaign has
raised $448 million to enhance
programs and facilities. Angus
and Betty McDougall, Colum-
bia, donated $846,000 to create
the McDougall center for Pho-
tojournalism. Tom and Betty
Scott, Mission Hills, Kan., con-
tributed $2 million to the MU
College of Veterinary Medicine.
Last October, MU announced
that its College of Business was
officially renamed the Robert
J. Trulaske, Sr. College of Busi-
ness inrecognition of a series of
generous gifts by the Trulaske
family.

More private research fund-
ing: The University has re-
ceived $206 million in grants
administered by the Office of
Sponsored Programs during
the FAWCM campaign. MU'’s
faculty researchers are working
to solve many of society’s prob-
lems including curing diseases
and searching for alternative
fuels.The $913.67 million cam-
paign total includes gifts from
alumni, corporations, founda-
tions, friends, grants, organiza-
tions and students. The major-
ity of donors to the campaign
are individuals.
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LAKE STORIES WITH MICHAEL GILLESPIE

Remembering Roach and the Rock Island

Two items come to Lake
Stories this month. Though
seemingly unrelated, they
both add to the lore and tradi-
tion of the lake area.

ROACH

With nearby hamlets bear-
ing names like Nonsuch and
Here ‘Tis, one might reason-
ably suspect that the village
of Roach was named as a joke.
But that assumption would
be a mistake, because the tiny
crossroad settlement located
on Route AA, just north of
Highway 54, was named after
one of the more distinguished
families in the area.

The Roach family migrated
to Missouri from Tennessee
in 1831 and laid claim to a
tract of land near Linn Creek.
L.I.”Jack” Roach was born
on the property in 1837. Or-
phaned at the age of three,
Jack eventually came to live
with the Crain family.

Atsixteen, Jack began work-
ing as a crewman on Osage
River steamboats, and by his
twenty-fourth birthday he
had passed the examination
for a pilot’s certificate on the
Osage and lower Missouri Riv-
ers. The Civil War interrupted
his career; he served in the
Union Army for the duration
of the war.

In 1866 Jack married Fran-
ces Crain, a daughter in the
family that had raised him.

Soon after, he was elected to
a series of county offices, in-
cluding county clerk, circuit
court clerk, probate judge,
and sheriff. In 1883 Jack be-
came prosecuting attorney of
Camden County. He owned a
mercantile store at Gunter’s
Springs, later called Ha Ha
Tonka. He died in 1886.

One of Jack Roach’s six chil-
dren, Sidney Crain Roach, at-
tended law school in St. Louis
and opened a practice in Linn
Creek in 1897. Following in his
father’s footsteps he served as
county prosecutor from 1898
to 1909. He married Edith
King; eventually the couple
would raise four children. In
1909 Sidney was elected as a
Republican representative in
the Missouri General Assem-
bly. He served in that capac-
ity for four years. Sidney then
returned to his law practice
while remaining active in par-
ty politics. He subsequently
was elected to the United
States House of Representa-
tives in 1920 and served two
terms.

After his stint in Washing-
ton, Sidney Roach moved to
St. Louis in 1924 where he
again resumed his career as
a lawyer. In 1932 he served as
co-counsel for the plaintiff in
the celebrated Snyder Estate
versus Union Electric con-
demnation trial. On January
26, 1932, he collapsed from a

heart attack after delivering an
impassioned final argument
in the case. Never fully regain-
ing his health, Sid Roach died
in Kansas City in 1934.

Prior to the coming of Lake
of the Ozarks, the old Roach
homestead with its several
fenced pastures and gardens,
and the family cemetery, was
located just west of Old Linn

The cast of Petticoat Junction
posed for a publicity photo.

Creek, at the mouth of Pos-
sum Hollow. Since it would
fall well below the lake waters,
the family home and cemetery
had to be relocated on higher
grounds in 1931. Being more
fortunate than many others,
the family owned additional
property west of Ha Ha Ton-
ka. Here they reburied their
dead and built another home.
This, then, became the village
Roach.

THE ROCK ISLAND LINE

Those who drive along
Highway 52 between Eldon
and Cole Camp get an oc-
casional glimpse of an aban-
doned railroad track that runs
parallel and slightly south of
the highway. An abandoned
rail line may not be so unusu-
al, but this one has a connec-
tion with a popular 1960s TV
sitcom.

The railroad was once the
Rock Island Line — “a mighty
good road,” as the old song
goes. Completed in 1904, this
particular line ran between St.
Louis and Kansas City. In its
day it carried both freight and
passengers, and even adver-
tised Lake of the Ozarks as a
nearby vacation attraction.

Back in the 1920s, a young
lady named Ruth Barth lived
in Kansas City. Her grandpar-
ents, Willis and Martha Burris
owned a hotel in Eldon. The
Burris hotel was located near
the Rock Island railroad de-
pot. It got to be a yearly ritual
for Ruth and some of her fe-
male cousins to take the train
from Kansas City to Eldon and
spend summer vacations with
the grandparents. This bevy of
beauties attracted the atten-
tion of all the young men in
Eldon, and Ruth recalled that
before long the boys were lin-
ing up to make a date with the
city girls. As may be imagined,
being the center of attraction
to a whole town of boys made
for some dreamy summer
memories.

Well, by and by, Ruth grew
up and got married — not to
an Eldon lad, but rather to a
promising Independence boy
named Paul Henning. Young
Paul had a gift for writing
and would soon move with
his bride to Chicago, where
he began penning radio pro-
gram scripts. One thing led to
another, and eventually the
Hennings moved to California
to write for television. Paul’s
big break came in the early
60s, when he created and pro-
duced the hit series The Bev-
erly Hillbillies.

Soon after the launch of The
Beverly Hillbillies, Paul began
looking for ideas to develop
into another TV show. He re-
called the stories that Ruth

Historian and
tour guide
Michael
Gillespie is the
author of “Wild
River, Wooden
Boats” and
“Come Hell or
High Water: A
Lively History of
Steamboating”.
He has also penned dozens of maga-
zine articles. Both of his books are
available online at Amazon.com and
Barnes and Noble.com.

had told him about her grand-
parents’ small town hotel and
the train that took her there.
With a little artistic license,
the Burris hotel was moved to
the country and renamed the
Shady Rest, and the daily Rock
Island passenger train was
retrograded to a turn-of-the-
century vintage Cannonball.
Thus began the series Petti-
coat Junction and its spin-off,
Green Acres.

Ruth Henning later said
that the Burris hotel didn't
look at all like the Shady Rest,
but it was a popular place for
dining, thanks to her grand-
mother’s good cooking. One
can also imagine that the
three sisters in the TV series
were based on Ruth and her
girl cousins who came to call
each summer.

Incidentally, the Rock Is-
land ceased operations in
1980 after an unsuccessful at-
tempt to recover from bank-
ruptcy. The rails and trestles
were left in place — apparent-
ly to rust away. But that may
not be the end of the story.
The right-of-way to Kansas
City is owned by AmerenUE.
It still exists because it carries
underground fiber optic ca-
bles. And if Ameren can find
on-line shippers, they intend
to rebuild the railroad. If that
happens, I hope they name
two of the sidings Hooterville
and Pixley.
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Local BPW president meets
with congressional staffers

Laura Gajda, president of Heart of the Ozarks Business and Professional
Women (BPW), met with representatives of Senator Christopher Bond,
Senator Claire Mc Caskill, and Rep. lke Skelton on Feb. 14 in Washing-
ton, DC, as part of Business and Professional Women'’s annual Policy &

Action Conference.

Laura Gajda, president
of Heart of the Ozarks Busi-
ness and Professional Women
(BPW), met with representa-
tives of Senator Christopher
Bond, SenatorClaire Mc Caskill,
and Rep. Ike Skelton on Feb.
14 in Washington, DC, as part
of Business and Professional
Women’s annual Policy & Ac-
tion Conference.

“I am delighted to have met
congressional staffers to dis-
cuss economic equity for wom-
en in the workplace, specifical-
ly about advancing the Fair Pay
Restoration Act,” said Gajda.

Gajdajoined with more than
200 other BPW members from
across the nation at the annual
Policy Conference to discuss

workplace equity and work-
life balance issues. In addition
to individual lobbying visits
with their representatives in
Congress, conference attend-
ees engaged in networking
activities and grassroots orga-
nizing workshops. The confer-
ence brings workplace equity
and work-life experts, policy
analysts, and several hundred
business and professional
women to the nation’s capital
to address the status of wom-
en in today’s workforce. Panel
discussions and workshops
focused on legislative and cor-
porate remedies to workplace
discrimination and the chal-
lenges of balancing work and
family.

The Lake Area Chamber was on hand to welcome new member Mid
Missouri SkyLights with a ribbon cutting. For more information visit www.
midmoskylights.com or call Tim at 573-286-9801. Pictured in the ribbon
cutting along with Chamber Active Volunteer Ambassadors are: Michelle
Cook, Lake Area Chamber Dir. of Marketing; Tim Gibson, GM (w/scissors);
Robin Evers, Lake Area Chamber Board Member.

Camden County Commissioners hire new
Director of Emergency Management

Denise K. Russell has been
named the new Camden County
Emergency Management Direc-
tor, replacing Harold Ward who
retired after 15 years.

Prior to moving to Port Huen-
eme in Oxnard, California in
2003 when her husband was
transferred with the U.S. Marine
Corps, Denise served as the Di-
vision Chief of Administration
and Administration Assistant at
Sunrise Beach Fire Protection
District. She has been working
in fire services and emergency
management since 1995.

“We're excited to have Denise
join the Camden County team,”

said Presiding Commissioner
Carolyn Loraine. “With her ex-
perience and expertise, I think
she will be able to take our emer-
gency management program to
a higher level.”

She was the founding coordi-
nator and administrator of the
Lake West Critical Incident Re-
sponse Team from 2000-2002.
She developed, implemented
and managed the Emergency
Resource Book for 30 Fire Dis-
tricts under Lake Ozark Mutual
Aid Association.

From 1995-2002, Denise was
avolunteer firefighter and emer-
gency medical services (EMS)
responder and was awarded the
“Hometown Hero Award” from
the Camdenton School District.

From 1999-2002, she con-
ducted and assisted in fire ser-
vice personnel training and
conducted public education re-
lated to Fire and EMS in the local
area.

She has certifications in
Hazmat Awareness, FEMA Emer-
gency Management Institute,
and the University of Missouri
Fire & Rescue Training Institute

in Columbia.

She is an active member of
the International Association of
Emergency Managers and the
International Critical Incident
Stress Foundation. She served
as a member of the Lake Area
Wildland Coordination Team,
Missouri Association of Fire Pro-
tection Districts, and Women in
Fire Service.

She received her Master of
Arts in Emergency and Disaster
Management from the American
Military University in Manassas,
VA in 2006 and earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Educa-
tion from Saint Mary College in
Leavenworth, KS in 1994.

Denise is married to Ron, who
will be retiring from the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps after 22 years, and
has two grown daughters, Katie,
in Kansas City, KS, and Abigael
in Oceanside, CA.

“I'm very excited about the
opportunity to give back to my
home county and to raise the
bar for the emergency manage-
mentservices afforded the citi-
zens of the lake area,” said Rus-
sell.”
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2007 tax return facts

continued from 16
statement. A charity’s written
acknowledgment also is OK.
2007 is the last year to claim
the credit for certain energy-
efficient home improvements,
as long as you didn’t use it up
for 2006.

The alternative motor ve-
hicle fuel credit can still be
taken for 2007 purchases of
certain hybrid and alternative
fuel vehicles. But the credit is
phasing out or disappearing for
many such vehicles as manu-

facturers reach 60,000 vehicles
sold. Check the IRS Web site at
http://www.irs.gov for a list of
vehicles and credit amounts.

FREE E-FILING: The IRS
Free File Alliance with tax soft-
ware companies allows taxpay-
ers with incomes of $54,000 or
less to prepare and file returns
online for free if they access the
tax prep program through the
IRS Web site.

REFUNDS: The IRS will split
a taxpayer’s refund into three
different financial accounts,
such as checking, savings and
retirement accounts.

File electronically to get your
refund within days if you have
your money deposited directly
into an account. Paper tax re-
turns and refund checks can
take up to eight weeks.

To check refund status, go
to the IRS Web site and click on
“Where’s My Refund?” on the
left. When prompted, enteryour
Social Security Number, filing
status and exact amount of the
refund shown on your 2007 re-
turn. Or, call 1-800-829-4477.
This is also the phone number
for recorded information on
various tax topics.
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Dream Factory e Dogwood Animal Shelter
Wonderland Camp

Call Terry 573-302-4527 or Lana 573-365-2959
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o Love Realty
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We are going into our stormy
season bringing with it severe
thunderstorm that result in
power outages. These outages
may involve the electric stop
lights. If this happens, please
remember your rules of the road.
It is not a race to see if you can
make it through the intersection
before the next vehicle. The
photo finish may be a represen-
tative from your insurance com-
pany taking photos of your
crashed vehicle.

If the lights go to flashing they
have the following meanings:

e A flashing red light means
the same thing as a stop sign.

—
i B
—— /|

WE

FAGTORY-DIRECT PRIGES
BUY THE BEST FOR LESS!

Cops
Colroner

Sergeant Arlyne Page,
Osage Beach Department
of Public Safety

¢ A flashing yellow light tell
you to slow down and proceed
with caution.

o If the lights are completely
out, the intersection should be
treated as a four way stop.

e The driver reaching the
intersection first may proceed
before the other drivers only
after coming to a complete stop.

o If two vehicles arrive at the
intersection at the same time,
driver's must yield to vehicles
coming from the right.

e PEDESTRIANS HAVE THEF
RIGHT OF WAY if legally cross-
ing the road.

You, as a responsible motorist
must do everything you can tc
avoid a collision with another
vehicle or a pedestrian wheneves
you turn that key.

www.neighborhoods-inc.com
neighborhoods@hotmail.com

ﬂB@RH@@ Do

JOME N

IMPROVEMENT STORE
HWY 5 N. at Houston Rd
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM e Sat. 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

417-533-5080 .

20 Min. S. of Camdenton

888-776-0038
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Polar Bears ‘plunge’
to new record high

Special Olympics Missouri
(SOMO), along with local spon-
sors KRCG, Mix 92.7, KQUL,
Lamar, Charter Media, Tan-
TarA, Mid America Wireless,
TanTarA, Inn at Grand Glaize,
Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake
of the Ozarks Golf Council,
Lake Galleon, Forever Resorts
and others, held the 13th An-
nual Polar Bear Plunge Feb.
22nd and 23rd at the Lake of
the Ozarks. The event was
“A splashing success, raising
$152,413.52” according to Sue
Stegeman of SOMO.

The organization reports
a record 505 brave men and
women from around the area
donned costumes and swim-
wear to take a chilly dip into
the Lake of the Ozarks. Also,
a record 149 determined men
and women participated in
the 7th annual (5K) Polar Bear
Strut Fun Run. Eight men and
one woman took the ultimate
challenge and participated in
the new to 2008, 24-hour “Su-
per Plunge” for which they
plunged an agonizing 24 times
in 24 hours over the two days.
All of these men and women
had a ‘Reason for Freezin'...
the athletes of Special Olym-
pics Missouri. It is not too late
to join the effort-- online fund-
raising is open until April 24.
Donations to support your fa-
vorite polar bear can be made
at www.somo.org/plunge.

The Lake of the Ozarks Po-
lar Bear Plunge began 12 years
ago and now similar Polar Bear
Plunges are held in other loca-
tions as the signature special
event for Special Olympics Mis-
souri. Each Polar Bear Plunge is
coordinated with local law en-
forcementagenciesbecauselaw
enforcement’s charity of choice
is Special Olympics worldwide.
This year’s event was just one
of 12 held across Missouri. The
new Super Plunge was sup-
ported by Forever Resorts who
donated the use of two house-
boats for the Super Plungers
and their support team.

“This year marks a mile-
stone because it puts us over
$1,000,000 being raised by all
Polar Bear Plunges in the past
13 years at the Lake of the
Ozarks. This is a milestone we

1

can all celebrate!” said Susan
Stegeman, Plunge Coordina-
tor.

The Polar Bear Plunge was
hosted by Osage Beach De-
partment of Public Safety and
the entire City of Osage Beach.
This event is supported by the
Department of Natural Re-
sources Missouri State Parks,
the Missouri State Water Pa-
trol, the Osage Beach City Am-
bulance Service, and the Mid
County Fire District and Lake
Ozark Fire District who provid-
ed the divers. The U.S. Marines
Motor Transport Instruction
Company from Fort Leonard
Wood made all the difference
with their labor, parking and
security assistance.

According to Chief Dave
Severson with Osage Beach
DPS, “This is a labor of love to
put such effort into such a wor-
thy project as Special Olym-
pics. This is a very special pur-
pose and a great thing to do.
We have a tradition here at the
Lake and want to continue to
build uponit.”

Presentingsponsorsinclude:
KRCG, Mix 92.7, KQUL, Lamar,
Charter Media, TanTarA, and
Mid America Wireless. Prize
sponsors include: TanTarA,
Inn at Grand Glaize, Resort at
Port Arrowhead, Lake of the
Ozarks Golf Council, as well as
various other lake-area hotels.
Supporting sponsors included
Lake Galleon and Forever Re-
sorts.

For more information about
the Polar Bear Plunge, visit
www.somo.org/plunge.

Special Olympics Missouriis
ayear-round program of sports
training and athletic compe-
tition for children and adults
with mental disabilities. More
than 15,311 athletes partici-
pate in 19 Olympic-type sports
throughout the state. Special
Olympics provides people with
mental disabilities continuing
opportunities to develop phys-
ical fitness, demonstrate cour-
age, and experience joy as they
participate in the sharing of
gifts and friendship with their
fellow athletes, their family
and friends, and communities
across Missouri.

Strut results:

Top finisher was Jacob
Standley with a time of
18:22.56

Top female finisher was
Heather Frelin with a time of
23:16.62

Top law enforcement fin-
isher was Pete Leyva with a
time of 24:20.45 (Pete is from
Osage Beach Department of
Public Safety)

Top fundraiser was Carla
Jesse who raised $716

Top SOMO athlete was Joel
Moss with a time of 54:25.15

Top Plunge individual
fundraisers included the fol-
lowing:

1st Place Fundraiser— Gary
Wilbers, Mid America Wire-
less - $5,003

2nd Place Fundraiser -
Greg Crader, Platte Co. Sher-
iff’s Dept. - $1,930

3rd Place Fundraiser — JT
Gerlt, KS 95 - $1,860

Top Fundraiser
(18 and Under):

James Moeckli, $577

Top Fundraising Team:

“Shiver Me Timbers” team
from Mid America Wireless
with $13,800 and counting!

Largest Heet:

Algoa Correctional Center
with 26 people

Competition for the Golden
Plunger was steep this year.
Polar Bears are encouraged
to come in costume and com-
pete for the chance to take
home the “golden plunger.”
Judges were Warren Krech
with KWOS, Matt Grant with
KRCG, and Shawn Hill, Quar-
terback for the San Francisco
49ers. They had a tough job
and were looking for winners
in 3 divisions to recognize
even more winners this year.

Law Enforcement
Division:
1st Place - “The Davis

Dawgs” Algoa Correctional
Center who plunged in honor
of Capt. Davis who passed
away last year and who coor-
dinated their participation in
the Polar Bear Plunge every
year. Code 3 donated a light
bar system to the Algoa Cor-

rectional Center.

2nd Place - Jefferson City
Police Department. Kustom
Signals donated a Handheld
Radar Unit to the Jefferson
City Police Department.

3rd Place — “Hippies” who
were Pete and Anita Leyva.
Pete is a patrolman with
Osage Beach Department of
Public Safety.

Team Division:

1st Place — “Capitol One”
from Woody’s Bar & Grill

2nd Place - “The Presi-
dents” Jefferson City High
School teachers

3rd Place — “SBU Pin Pals”-
students from Southwest
Baptist University in Bolivar
dressed as bowling pins and a
bowling ball.

Individuals:

1st Place — Leon Moore as
“Shrek”

2nd Place — Bobby Sones as
“Elfis”

3rd Place — Tom Seeley, a
Special Olympics athlete from
Troywho was assisted into the
water by 2 aids. Tom wanted
to plunge even though he is in
awheelchair.

#4 REMP( Team in Missouri!

Donna Gum

Marty Gum

MATT SCHRIMPF

SusaN PARVIN

DenniS OELSCHLAGER

BRiaN LUTES

\

DONNA GUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP

1-888-DONNA-66

JosiE MANTLE

3525 Hwy 54, Suite 4, OSAGE
BeacH, MO 65065

973-302-2398

REAMEX

Lake of the 0zarks
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EAST HWY 42 BUSINESS PARK - 2ND Q 2008 COMPLETION
ExL REALTY GROUP - HWY 42 CONDO/WAREHOUSE

12 UNITS AVAILABLE - 25°X60°X16’

R1 Rated
Dywall Interior Walls- can -
be removed for Expansion. Concrete \

Floor Drains,
Gutters, Asphalt

Driveway, 3” Insulated Walls
floors with 5’ Outside Apron. Water, Sewer, and Ceilings.
30/50/100 AMP Service, Fluorescent lighting, Insulated Automatic 16’ wide x 14’ high doors
Exterior Lighting. With Entrance Door

ATTENTION CONTRACTORS,
RV/CAR/BOAT STORAGE

$74,900 PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING
Realtors Protected - Call Now - 573-692-4134

Email sam@exlirealty.com

= ne= U.S.Mortgage
Group

US

When experience counts...

Count on US!
Better Rates ¢ Better Service ¢ Better Loans

Matt Redd Katie Harker Stacey Cottrell
573-302-4949 | 3736 Hwy 54 | PO Box 1483 | Lake Ozark, MO 65049

Toll Free 877-302-4949

Carrie Judas

www.usmortgagegroup.net

New local website is
family-oriented

The need for a single, com-
prehensive directory of qual-
ity family-oriented activities,
businesses, and informational
resources particularly neces-
sary to families visiting, living,
or relocating to the lake area is
now available to the public on
the World Wide Web.

Lakefamilyresources.com
was the vision of local resident,
Denise Decker.

She relocated here from
Colorado two years ago with
her husband and their two
children. She knows first-hand
the frustration of searching for
family activities and basic ser-
vices.

Decker says “We were frus-
trated in finding local services,
such as sports contacts, cheer-
leading instruction and family
activities at the lake.”

Decker contacted Pegysus
Web Design with her idea and
after several months of re-
search and development, that
vision has become a reality
February 2008.

Ms. Decker’s website pro-
vides “an entertaining mix of
local history and flavor, com-
bined with valuable resources
like maps of the Lake, area
school district boundaries, and
adirectory oflocal churches”.

There is also a shopping di-
rectory and a list of youth ac-
tivities to include auditions and
tryouts.

Whether you‘re new to the
area, a longtime resident, or
just vacationing at the Lake
you are sure to find something
of value at www.lakefamilyre-
sources.com.

Adopt-the-Shoreline
organization honors
members at 2008
kickoff event

More than 100 people were on
hand as the Adopt-the-Shoreline
organization at Missouri’s Lake of
the Ozarksheld a recognition din-
ner, March 13, to kick off the 2008
Spring  Shoreline  Beautification
Cleanup. Program volunteer and
Zone Coordinator, Donn Nelson
served as master of ceremonies for
the event, which took place at Tan-
Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach. The
cleanup, itself, is set to begin April 1
and continue through April 30.

The recognition dinner was spon-
sored by AmerenUE, which pre-
sented gifts of appreciation to each
member organization, as well as to
supporting members.  Adopt-the-
Shoreline Advisory Board members
were recognized for their efforts to
monitor and improve the program.
Recognition gifts also went to the
Zone Coordinators who work with
Adopt-the-Shoreline groups within
their zones and coordinate trash re-
moval with local sanitation compa-
nies.

The Outstanding  Volunteer
Award went to Louis DeVries of
Creel Resort for his past dedication
to the Adopt-the-Shoreline program.
Louis and his volunteer group have
cleaned 13 miles of shoreline near
the 26 mile marker of the lake since

1996 and have removed more than
35 tons of trash and debris.

“Hundreds of volunteers work
annually to protect the shoreline of
the Lake of the Ozarks, and they all
deserve to be line Coordinator Jeff
Green.  “Our annual Adopt-the-
Shoreline dinner allows us to hon-
or our volunteers and kickoff this
year’s cleanup.”

AmerenUE sponsors and pro-
vides administrative support and
paying for disposal of the trash and
debris removed during cleanups, but
the actual cleanup work is performed
entirely by volunteers.

Beginning in 1994 with nine civ-
ic clubs adopting 89 miles of shore-
line, Adopt-the-Shoreline has grown
to include more than 100 businesses,
organizations and individual prop-
erty owners, with more than 600
miles of shoreline adopted between
Bagnell Dam and Truman Dam. The
groups expect to provide more than
600 volunteers for this year’s Spring
Shoreline Beautification Cleanup,
but Green says additional help is al-
ways welcome.

Anyone who would like to
participate in the cleanup, or join
Adopt-the-Shoreline, should call
573-365-9252.
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The Lake Area Chamber of Commerce was excited to welcome new|
member CertaPro Painters with a ribbon cutting For more information
or a free estimate contact 800-GoCerta (800-462-3782) or visit www.
certapro.com. Pictured in the ribbon cutting along with Chamber Active|
Volunteer Ambassadors are: Michelle Cook, Dir.of Marketing Lake Area
Chamber; Chris Damron, Owner & daughter Lydia (w/ scissors); Shannon
Damron, Owner; Barb Painter, Lake Area Chamber Board Member.

WILsON, JOELLNER & A SSOCIATES, 1..c.

Certified Public Accountants & Business Consultants

New Lake Location!
Sunrise Beach

+ Estate Planning

+ Financial Planning

Sl Iflmng 32 AMERICAN LEGION ROAD
« Tax Preparation SUNRISE BEACH % 573-374-9944
+ Tax Planning

< Business Consulting Now FOUR LOCATIONS IN MISSOURI!

% Accounting Services 403 CLIFFSIDE CENTER
+ Payroll Services 2140 BAGNELL DAM BLvD.

LAKE OZARK + 573-964-5739

2700 MATTHEW DRIVE
SEDALIA < 660-827-4990

2751 SouTH ODELL
MARSHALL <« 660-886-6815

YOUR PARTNERS IN PROGRESS % WWW.WTCPA.COM

+» Employee Benefits

% Audit & Review Services

* Business Succession Planning
% Accounting Software

Sales - Service - 1-800-367-3311 - Leasing - Parts

The Lake Area Chamber of Commerce was excited to welcome new
member Eclipse Technologies with a ribbon cutting. Call 573-680-1760,
visit www.solutionsbyeclipse.com or email help@solutionsbyeclipse.com.
Pictured in the ribbon cutting along with Chamber Active Volunteer Am-
bassadors are: 1st Row: Susanne & Carl Medley (w/scissors); Michelle
Cook, Lake Area Chamber Dir. of Marketing; 2nd Row: Bryan Henderson;
Erica Gage; Larry Seneker; Robin Evers, Lake Area Chamber Board Mem-
ber; 3rd Row: George Griswell, Bruce Kohen; Ritchie Jenkins; Nick Varcho,
all partners and associates of Eclipse Technologies.

The Lake Area Chamber of Commerce was on hand to welcome new
member Energy Doctor of Missouri with a ribbon cutting. For more infor-
mation, visit www.energydoctorinc.com or call 573-442-3901. Pictured in
the ribbon cutting along with Lake Area Chamber Active Volunteer Am-
bassadors are: Michelle Cook, Lake Area Chamber Director of Marketing;
Scott McVay, Sales Mgr. (w/ scissors); Steve Ruffel, Sales.

On the Lincoln MKZ, and other Ford, Lincoln,

Mercury products, SYNC is the exclusive, {ully

integrated, voice-activated in-car communication
and entertainment system for

most Bluetooth mobile
phones, USB storage devices
and dig’ital music players!

Live your lifestyle in a
Lincoln MKZ

stay connected with

easy voice commands!

See and Test Drive the New Lincoln MKZ with exclusive SYNG technology at

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat.8a.m.- 3 p.m.

Hwy 5 North in Camdenton I
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Two new 2007 tax breaks help homeowners struggling with mortgage

by Eileen Putman

In a year of bad mortgage
news, there’s a bright spot or
two for homeowners: Foreclo-
sure comes with a tax break,
and 2007 mortgage insurance
payments may be tax-deduct-
ible.

Congress acted on both
provisions late last year, ex-
tending the mortgage insur-
ance deduction for three more
years and creating a new tax
break for homeowners facing
foreclosure.

The mortgage insurance
deduction will help certain
low and moderate income
homeowners, especially first-
time homebuyers and those
struggling with higher house
payments as adjustable rate
mortgages reset.

By the way: This type of
insurance should not be con-
fused with the homeowners’
insurance you take out on
your home and its contents in
case of fire or other disaster.
It’s also not the same thing as

mortgage protection insur-
ance, which is a form of life
insurance some people buy to
pay off a mortgage when they
die.

Mortgage insurance is re-
quired by government and
private lenders on home pur-
chases in which the buyer
makes a down payment of less
than 20 percent. Often, these
are first-time buyers or people
with lower incomes. The in-

surance protects the lender if

the borrower defaults on the

1selly’s

LAKE OF THE OZARKS

www.kellysport.com

Our New Highway 54
Location is Now Open!

Celebrating

YEARS

of Service

at the Lake!

3545 Highway 54 ¢ Osage Beach

973-348-3888

Lake Rd. 54-56 to Dude Ranch Rd.
19MM Past Grand Glaize Bridge
Osage Beach, MO

973-348-4700

@ SILVERTON.

loan-- a very real prospect
last year for homeowners who
took out adjustable mortgages
with low teaser rates that have
since risen.

For the first nine months of
2007, about 16.7 percent of the
estimated $1.98 trillionin new
mortgages originating during
that period had private or gov-
ernment mortgage insurance,
according to Inside Mortgage
Finance Publications, which
researches and tracks the res-
idential mortgage business.

Typically, homeowners
pay an average of $50 to $100
a month in mortgage insur-
ance on a median single fam-
ily home price of $217,600,
according to the Mortgage In-
surance Companies of Ameri-
ca, a trade association.

The new tax deduction
could save taxpayers who
itemize as much as $300 to
$350 in federal taxes, MICA
estimates.

There are restrictions. Only
taxpayers with adjusted gross
incomesof$100,000 orless can
take the full deduction, which
gradually decreases for in-
comes above that and is elim-
inated altogether for those
with AGIs over $109,000.

And only insurance on
mortgages taken out in 2007--
new or refinanced-- qualifies
for the deduction. If you sim-
ply continued paying mort-
gage insurance in 2007 on a
loan taken out in an earlier
year, you cannot deduct those
payments.

To be deductible, the in-
surance must have been paid
on “home acquisition debt”--
debt incurred to buy, build
or substantially improve a
principal residence or second
home.

Most tax experts interpret
this provision as meaningthat
ifin 2007 you refinanced your
home to take out extra cash
from your equity-- then used
that cash toward building a
home addition or making a
substantial home improve-
ment-- insurance on that add-
ed mortgage debt is deduct-
ible along with insurance on
the old mortgage amount.

But if you simply refi-
nanced your home to take out
extra cash for other purposes,
the portion of a mortgage in-
surance premium that covers
that additional amount isn’t
deductible, only the amount

that covers the original mort-
gage debt.

The 1098 form from your
mortgage lender should spec-
ify the amount you paid in
2007 in mortgage interest and
mortgage insurance. Claim
the mortgage insurance de-
duction on Schedule A, Line
13. Further details are in IRS
Publication 936, “Home Mort-
gage Interest Deduction.”

Late last year, Congress ap-
provedameasure tohelphom-
eowners fighting foreclosure
as the mortgage crisis took
its toll. Taxpayers who were
granted forgiveness of mort-
gage debt in 2007 don’t have
to pay taxes on the amount
of that forgiveness, up to $2
million ($1 million for a mar-
ried person filing a separate
return). Only debt forgiveness
on a principal residence is eli-
gible.

The provision applies to
restructured mortgage agree-
ments entered into after Jan.
1, 2007. Previously, such loan
forgiveness was often taxed as
income.

Several other common tax
benefits are in effect for ho-
meowners who itemize. They
include:

Mortgage interest deduc-
tion: interest you paid to the
lender in 2007 on mortgages
for your principal home and a
second home for your person-
aluse, providing the mortgag-
es are secured by the home.

Points: certain fees, com-
puted as a percentage of the
loan amount, that you paid
to obtain your mortgage; for
second homes, these must be
amortized over the life of the
loan. For your principal home,
points are fully deductible in
2007 if you took out the mort-
gage that year and certain
conditions were met. (There
are nine tests, spelled out in
Publication 936.)

Refinancings: points paid
for refinancing are usually
not deductible in full during
theyearyourefinance, butare
instead amortized over the
life of the loan. But if you refi-
nanced in 2007 and used part
of the refinancing proceeds
to substantially improve your
home, you can deduct in full
the points on that part of the
loan; the remaining points
are amortized.
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ITEMS FOR SALE:

HISTORIC CAROUSEL INTL. COIN OP-
ERATED RIDES for sale. Working condition.
Extra parts and keys included. $500-$1000
obo. Local delivery. 573-280-9939

LOGGERS HOOK/SCALE STICK, 16" alu-
minum multi-ladder/scaffolding, steel lawn
bldg. 10" x 13" with anchor kit, old churn and
more. 573-369-3501.

FOR SALE USED & slightly damaged office
furniture at 50%-70% off retail. Osage Office
Products 573-348-1440 Hwy. 54 -24 Osage
Beach.

USED COPIERS - color printers In House
Leasing and Service - Osage Office Products
573-348-1440 Hwy. 54-24 Osage Beach.

REAL ESTATE COMMERCIAL:

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! 3 Homes &
One Commercial Building - Package Deal!
GENERATE RENTAL INCOME!  Fantastic
Deal for the Investor! Call Helen Riggins
573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the Lake & Ask
For # 7205 www.HelenlsSellin.com

COMMERCIAL BLDG & SALES LOT IN
OFFICE/RETAIL CENTER FOR SALE.
Professional Retail/Office building on busy
Lake Ozark hwy. Also has 2 apartments &
2 garage/service-bay units on lower level.
Building all rented producing 9% cap. Great
investment. Annual Property Operating Data
available to qualified buyers. $485,000. Call
Bruce (573) 216-4690. Adams & Associates-
RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR LEASE: DISTRIBUTION/WARE-
HOUSE/SERVICE CENTER: 2,400 sqft
commercial space located on busy hwy in the
heart of Lake Ozark. Large open area with
corner office- even has a view of the lake!
Insulated/dry-walled & X-wide 9ft overhead
door. Would work great for warehouse, distri-
bution, service or variety of businesses. Mini-
mum 12 month lease required. Bruce Adams
(573) 216-4690. Adams & Associates-RE/
MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR LEASE: PROFESSIONALLY FIN-
ISHED OFFICE SPACE. Located in Lau-
rie Landing of Corporate Woods Business
Park. 2000 sqft professional finish & décor
with multiple offices, front counter admin/
reception area & large office that could be
made into bull-pen area. Bruce Adams (573)
216-4690. Adams & Associates-RE/MAX
Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630. www.
Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR SALE: RETAIL/OFFICE STRIP CEN-
TER Laurie Landing. Great location in Corpo-
rate Woods business center. 5 units/totaling
7250 sq. ft. quality construction, great park-
ing, front & back access. Adjacent lots avail-
able for expansion of existing bldg. Good
tenants in place. $529,000. MLS # 3040358.
. Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690. Adams &
Associates-RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573)
302-3630. www.Adams-Commercial.com.

FOR SALE OR LEASE WITH OWNER
FINANCING/PARTNERSHIP POSSIBLE!
Full Service Restaurant & Lounge, 4,800SqFt
on 3+Acres! Inventory & Equipment Includ-
ed! Located in High Traffic Area with 400 Feet
Road Front and Plenty of Parking! Call Helen
Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the Lake
& Ask For #6998 www.HelenlsSellin.com

LAKEFRONT MARINA & C-STORE:

INCOME PRODUCING lakefront busi-
ness with great potential at the 66MM. Well
populated community with both full time &
weekend residents. Currently operating as a
C-store with liquor sales, gas dock/marina,
snack/sandwich shop with bar, slip rental &
boat storage. 225" of LEVEL lakefront with
deep water & almost 4 acres. Can easily be
operated as-is or plenty of room to expand.
Adjacent residence also available for add'l
$. MLS# 3040353. Bruce Adams (573)
216-4690. Adams & Associates-RE/MAX
Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630. www.
Adams-Commercial.com.

LAKE OF THE OZARKS TRADITION!
Unique Boutique Offers 1,500 Sq Ft, 80 Feet
of Road Front and Off Street Parking! Call
Helen Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the
Lake & Ask For # 6704 www.HelenlsSellin.
com

MARINA, LAKEFRONT PROPERTY &
BUSINESS. Established business, large dock
complex w/ newer high volume, fuel system.
Booming boat rental business producing
great income. NEW 5,100 sq ft 3-level build-
ing right on the lake w/ Marine/C-Store & 3
residences. Includes 1-3/4 acre 2nd tier lot
with 2BR/1BA apartment/office/shop with
room for expansion for storage or other fa-
cilities- or magnificent views make it perfect
for condos or town homes. This property will
produce positive cash flow! Also includes
+/- 26 acres behind property great for other
development. $1,750,000. MLS #3047192.
Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690. Adams &
Associates-RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573)
302-3630. www.Adams-Commercial.com.

SUNRISE BEACH. 9,000 sqft commercial
building on busy hwy 5 frontage currently
used as auto sales/service business, but could
serve a variety of uses- or use what you need
and divide/rent-out the rest. Metal construc-
tion with concrete floor, heat/ac throughout,
spacious showroom, large overhead door to
roomy service bay area. The completely paved
sales lot has new landscaping with tiered
hwy frontage to display more vehicles. $250/
mo income from rental of small corner of lot.
$649,900. MLS #3046164. Bruce Adams
(573) 216-4690. Adams & Associates-RE/
MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT. Popular
restaurant, great location on 5TMM, level
lakefront main channel with boat dock’s &
swim beach. Established food/bar business
on well maintained property with indoor &
outdoor seating. Adjoining owner’s home
& 4-car garage included. Good well/septic
system, tremendous Lake views, fast growing
area. MLS# 3040355 $749,900. . Bruce Ad-
ams (573) 216-4690. Adams & Associates-
RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573) 302-3630.
www.Adams-Commercial.com.

WELL ESTABLISHED, PROFITABLE C-
STORE/MINI MART. Very busy traffic loca-
tion with excellent visibility and vehicle access
in popular, fast growing Lake of the Ozarks
community. Strong fuel and inside sales pro-
ducing fantastic cash flow. Loyal customer
base and plenty of opportunities to expand.
Call Bruce Adams 573 216 4690 Adams &
Associates- RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks 573
302 3620 www.AdamsAtTheLake.com

WHAT A DEAL ! TWO Car Washes & a
Mini Storage. Excellent Money Making Op-
portunity. Out of Town Owners are READY
TO SELL NOW! $259,900 Call Helen Riggins

573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the Lake & Ask For
#6102 www.HelenlsSellin.com

WORK FROM HOME! 1,9205qFt Home,
1,800 Sq Ft Daycare All on 15 Acres! Gor-
geous Park-Like Country Setting! Call Helen
Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the Lake
& Ask For #7023 www.HelenlsSellin.com

REAL ESTATE CONDOS:

FOUR SEASONS CHARLESTON CON-
DO. Ideal Lakefront condo, 6 steps you're in
3br/ 3/BA 1500 sq. ft. Large master bedroom,
New AC & Furnace, 4seasons deck, cable and
internet 12x30 slip, on property boat ramp
at 12mm on HH $165,000 Call Charlene at
314-650-9171.  ccharleston@mindspring.
com

REAL ESTATE HOMES:

BEAUTIFUL, WELL-MAINTAINED newly
updated 3BR; 2.5BA lakefront home with new
encapsulated dock located at the 18.5MM
off Lake Road 54-22 in Osage Beach. A must
see! For more info visit www.4605 Sunset-
Drive.com or call Jeff (314) 306-4017.

FOR SALE OR LEASE Unique Lakefront!
Two Levels - Two Living Quarters! Both Have
Private Entrances, Great For Rental Income!
Lakefront on Osage 27 Mile Mark! $279,000
Call Helen Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX at
the Lake & Ask For #7274 www.HelenlsSel-
lin.com

GRAVOIS ARM! Very comfortable 3BR,
2BA, 2110 sq. ft. lake home. Includes brick
FP's, Maint. free exteriors, extra parkg.,
quiet cove w/nice view, 2 well dock, martini
deck, covered porch, garage/carport combo.
$224,900 MLS#3045441 John Gibson RE/
MAX at the Lake, 1-800-748-8499, Cell:
573-216-2504, E-Mail: john@teamgibson.
com

LOTS OF ROOM! Awesome 4BR,2BA, LF
party house. Native stone fireplaces, 2,000
sq.ft. Maint. free Rhino floored decks, encap.
dock w/Rhino flooring, large low mainte-
nance LF is located in a quiet cove w/good

water and great view, second tier lot is in-
cluded. Lots of good parking. Blacktop to the
door. $299,900 John Gibson RE/MAX at the
Lake, 1-800-748-8499, Cell: 573-216-2504,
E-Mail: john@teamgibson.com

MILLION DOLLAR VIEW! Excellent lake-
front retreat. Light and bright with lots of glass
to enjoy the fantastic view. Maintenance free
exteriors. Screened porch. Encapsulated dock.
Garage and second tier lot comes with. Super
location by land and water only minutes from
town. $199,950 MLS#3047431 John Gibson
RE/MAX at the Lake, 1-800-748-8499, Cell:
573-216-2504, E-Mail: john@teamgibson.
com

PRIVATE SETTING! Large 4BR,3BA, 3250
sq.ft. home on 38 acres. Open floor plan, lots
of glass, porch. Outstanding view overlooking
the Ozark hills. 3 car garage/workshop. Black-
top to the property. Great location for deer
and turkey hunting or just enjoying nature at
its best. $279,000 MLS#3046528 John Gib-
son RE/MAX at the Lake, 1-800-748-8499,
Cell: 573-216-2504, E-Mail: john@teamgib-
son.com

REAL ESTATE LOTS:

$4.95 PER SQ FT !Great Commercial Site in
Sullivan, MO! Excellent Location Across From
New Lowe’s! Signage Seen >From I-44 | 3+
Acres! Call Helen Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/
MAX at the Lake & Ask For #6983 www.
HelenlsSellin.com

ADMIRAL'S POINT! 123 Feet of Shoreline!
Paved Roads, Central Sewer & Water on the
Osage 47 Mile Mark! $219,000 Call Helen
Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the Lake
& Ask For #5957 www.HelenlsSellin.com

CAMELOT DREAMS COME TRUE! Build
the Home of your Dreams on this Camelot Es-
tates Lot. Amenities include Clubhouse, Tennis
Court, Pools, Boat Ramp! $5,000 Call Helen
Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX at the Lake
& Ask For #6472 www.HelenlsSellin.com

FLAT! COMMERCIAL LOT HWY 5,
GREENVIEW On site utilities, graded/
build-ready. Great location north of Hwy 5 &

7 Highway close to Camdenton, MO, 377 fi
Hwy 5 road front. +/- 3 acres. Perfect for strif
center, restaurant or office building. Owners
will consider subdividing or pad site for an:
chor tenant. $389,900. MLS# 3040348 Alsc
approx 6 acres available adjacent to this loca-
tion with utilities $119,900 MLS#3040351
Bruce Adams (573) 216-4690. Adams &
Associates-RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks (573]
302-3630. www.Adams-Commercial.com.

FSBO: Development properties, private
group retreats. 3 acres, $12,000 or negoti-
ate/possible partial trades on approximately
37 to 56 acres (3 tracts). Close to school anc
Osage Beach shopping. No owner financing
Realtor courtesy 573-369-3501.

GRAND COVE! 190 Ft. LF parcel in beauti
ful Porto Cima. Gentle at the water with con:
crete seawall. Lovely private setting in a quief
cove location with a very nice view. Room fol
a double well dock with 28x12 slips. Extre
wide lot will accommodate the home to si
close to the water with an awesome circle
drive. Outstanding investment opportunity a
the lake.$245,000 MLS#3042620 John Gib:
son RE/MAX at the Lake, 1-800-748-8499
Cell: 573-216-2504, E-Mail: john@teamgib-
son.com

JUMPING BASS COVE! Developer"
Dream! Sewer and Underground Utilities
Deep Water, Gentle to Moderate $3,175,00C
Call Helen Riggins 573-374-2555 RE/MAX af
the Lake & Ask For #5998 www.HelenlsSel
lin.com

OUTSTANDING TRACT! This tract al
lays very gentle. Over 1600 ft. of premiurr
Hwy 135 frontage mostly cleared. All front
age is near level and drains well. Outstand-
ing 50x40 shop building on property. Shiny
heavy duty concrete floor. Near new overheac
door system, twin 12x10,s and one oversizec
16x10. The attached partially finished struc:
ture provides lots of storage or could easily be
converted to lining quarters. Private well or
property. $395,000 MLS#3046376 John Gib-
son RE/MAX at the Lake, 1-800-748-8499
Cell: 573-216-2504, E-Mail: john@teamgib-
son.com.
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Tenth Crossover comes June 12-14 Stoneridge Amphitheater

The Crossover Christian
Music Festival, now in it’s
tenth year, comes again to the
Stoneridge Amphitheater in
Camdenton, bringing in na-
tionally-known top christian
bands.

The festival planners, head-
ed by Jim McDermott of Spirit
FM 91.7, starts lining up the
talent almost immediately af-
ter the previous years’ show.

Said McDermott, “Cross-
over started when Joel Potting-
er walked into my office, and
said ‘what can we do to create
a christian event for the Lake
of the Ozarks?’. I said ‘let’s do
some concerts’.”

These ‘concerts’ have grown
steadily over the years, and
now draw nearly 10,000 people
annually over the three-day
event.

"McDermott has had an
uncanny ability through the
years to choose artists who
then later go on to win major
industry awards, says Kelly
Pirtle, one of the events’ vol-
unteers.

McDermott dismisses the
idea that Crossover has be-
come a stepping stone for up

and coming christian acts, but
did agree that it became easier
to recruit bands for the event.

“There are now groups out
there who are now looking for-
ward to playing at Crossover,”
McDermott said.

Food and merchandise ven-
dors spread out over the long
weekend at Stoneridge, lin-
ing the venue with everything
from Funnel Cakes to T-Shirts
and CD’s. Children’s activities
are planned and coordinated,
parking is free and spacious.

This year’s artists include
headliners Skillet, Barlow Girl,
Building 429, 33 Miles, KJ-52
and Jeremy Camp.

Along with these, other tal-
ent includes Remedy Drive,
Downbhere, Jael, This Beautiful
Republic, House of Thomas,
Gabriela and Richie McDon-
ald, lead vocalist for the coun-
try act “Lonestar”.

New for 2008 is the addition
of a side stage, that will feature
up and coming acts while the
main stage is vacant-- these
include Ruth, High Flight So-
ciety, Brooke Barrettsmith,
Francesca Battistelli, Wavorly
and Addison Road.

Rock band Building 429 on Friday

The all-girl group Barlow Girl takes to the Main Stage Friday

Rockers “Skillet” on stage Friday

Provident Label Group will
bring a new National Talent
Search event to the festival.
Regional winners will be se-
lected at events around the
country this year, and 12 top
12 finalists will then be invit-
ed to compete in Nashville in
September.

“More than 200 volunteers
-- from teens to retirees --
come together from many dif-
ferent denominations to plan
and work at this event year
after year,” Pirtle says. Adds
Alan Sullivan, festival direc-
tor: “They are the people who
make Crossover happen. From
parking cars to feeding the
artists to working the stage to
weed-eating, every individual
volunteer is appreciated.”

“The Crossover Christian
Music Festival truly is a qual-
ity festival,” Sullivan says.
“Crossover attracts thousands
of people and that’s great for
the local economy.”

Two-day tickets can be
purchased for the event on-
line at www.itickets.com/
events/184623.html, for $40
through April 15th. After-
wards $45 through June 11.

The group 33 Miles takes to the Main Stage Saturday

Tickets are $60 the day of the
event. One-day passes are $21
through April 15th, and $25
afterwards, $30 the day of the
festival.

Friday
Stage

Skillet, Remedy Drive, Bar-
low Girl, Building 429 and
Downhere

Friday: Side Stage (starts at
Noon)

High Flight Society, Ruth
Brooke, Barrettsmith and
Francesca Battistelli.

(June 13): Main

Saturday: (June 14) Main
Stage

Jeremy Camp, JaeL, KJ-52,
33 Miles, This Beautiful Re-
public, House of Thomas, Ga-
briela and Richie McDonald.

Saturday: Side Stage

Wavorly and Addison Road

Stoneridge = Amphitheater
is on Highway 5, just North
of Camdenton. For more in-
formation on the event, go to
www.crossoverfestival.org or
call 1-800-393-2393.
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